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8 10 SERMON 

I from heaven, to  aflurs him of? à point, 
which he may at any time be aſſured of, if 
he will but look into the ſcriptures. For 
they will clear up all his doubts. There 
he will find all that he wants to know, 
to make him wiſe unto ſalvation, wrote in 
ſuch large and legible charackers, hat he 
that runs may read them; and all that he 
muſt do to inherit eternal life; confairded! 
in rules and directions expreſſecl with- fo 
1 | much clearneſs and ſimplicity, that he that 
oy hath ears to hear, cannot bot Hear and e un- 
= 5 dert them. 


Having thus ſeen what it is to be both al- 
. ihe and altogether a Chriſtian; let us in the 
1 next place proceed to ſhrew that to be ſuch, 
4 is both the greateſt happineſs tb the man 
himſelf, - and the greateſt wg os to al 
around him, 
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Now this is evident em ets ur 
ingredients which compoſe the character of 
the compleat Chriſtian. For” ſuch a ons 
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SERMON 2 I 11 
lufts. He has entirely ſubdued his paſfions 
to the digeQion and government of his 
reaſon, and has thereby fecured the peace 


ſubject to none of thoſe violent commotions. 
which too free an indulgence of his paſſions 
is apt to raiſe in a man, He is not liable 
to that ſlaviſh ſubjection to his luſts, which: 
ſometimes oblige a man ta act the vileſt, or 
the loweſt part; the part of the. profligate, 
or the buſſton, the part of the devil, on 
the brute ; which ſa often, for the fake of 
a momentary ſatisfaction, makes him forfpit; 
all the comforts, of this life, and all the 
hopes of a better. Inſtead of the bondage of 
corruption, to which the men of this world 
are enſlaved, he enjoys the. gloriaus liberty. 
of. the fons of Gad; the liberty of being guide. 
ec by truth and reaſon, the — ag of pur 
at his real * en intereſſt. 


Again, a Chriſtian is one who has over - 
come the world: Who i is neither to be de- 
bauched by its pleaſures, nor confounded, 
by its terrors: We can er all the real 
comfort 
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and tranquillity of his ows: mind, He is 
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12 SERMON I. 
eomforts in life without abuſing them, and 
yet, upon the leaſt warning, can reſign 
them with patience and humility: 8 that 
in any given circumſtances, no man can be 
either more happy, or leſs miſerable. 


1 2 - o l 


* 


Once more, a Chriſtian is one who, 
through his Lord and Saviour, hath obtain- 
ed the victory over his laſt and greateſt | 
enemy, death ; and therefore inſtead of thoſe 
dreadful apprehenfions which others feel on 
the leaſt alarm of their approaching diſſo— 

lution, all the days of his appointed time 
he can wait with compoſure and reſignation 
till his great change cometh. - He can re- 
fle& on it with pleaſure, and even rejoice at 
ithe ſight of it; having no perplexing doubts 
to diſcompoſe, no guilty fears to diſturb 
him. For the ſting of death is fin. It is 
the conſciouſneſs of our guilt, and the dread” 
of that vengeance of the living God, which 
we know we have deſerved, that arms-our 
enemy with all his horrors, and makes even 
the remembrance of him bitter unto us. N ow 


* the — which the Chriſtian hath obtain 
ed 
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SERMON I: x13 
ed over death, is a victory over ſin alſo. 
For therefore it was that Chriſt died for us, 
that he might deliver us both from'the power 
and the puniſhment of our fins. He hath 
reconciled us to his Father by his croſs, he 
hath redeemed us unto God by hip blood. 


But the Chriſtian hath not only made his 
peace with God, and therefore hath nothing 
to fear from his juſtice, he hath alſo the 
ſtrongeſt pledges of aſſurances of the par- 
ticular love and favour of his Maker, and 
therefore has every thing to hope for from 

his goodneſs. He hath arl intimate union 
with Chriſt, in that ſpiritual ſociety of 
which Chriſt is the head. He is even diſtin- 
guiſhed by the endearing appellations of the 
friend of his Saviour, and the child of his 

| God; and therefore all the zeal and affec 
tion which one friend can have for another, 
all the tenderneſs and compaſſion which the 
moſt indulgent parent can have for his moſt 
beloved child, that and infinitely more has 
dcur God and Father, our Saviour and Re- 
deemer, for every one of his true diſciples; 
R and 


1 8E RM GN 1. 

and faithful ſervants. To every one of theſe, 
the conſciouſneſs of the loving kindneſs of 
the Lord will be a continual feaſt, It will 
pour forth light and gladneſs upon the 
moſt gloomy ſcenes of mortality, and give 
the higheſt reliſh to all the real comforts 
and ſweets of life. Even in the valley of 
the thadow of death, his God thall be with 
him, ſhall ſupport and ſtrengthen him. In 
4 word, what hath he to fear who hath. tlie 
Almighty on his ſide? What may he not 
hope for, who hath infinite — for his 
Ay ? | 


A a to be u tres Cheri is, 25 WE 
have juſt now ſeen, the greateſt happineſs 
which can befall' any man; ſo is it the 
greateſt bleſſing to all abouthim ; which will 
cafily be ſeen; by eonſidering Ninh in every 
poſſible relation Re can ſtand in to others. 
Does he appear in the public character of a 
maꝑiſtrate, or a governbr? The fear of God 
will be ever before his! eyes, and he will 
confider' the Lord as fitting by him if 
Jedgwent and . wi accept 9 


man's 


man's perſon, nor be at any tithe diverted by 
any paſſion or intereſt from executing righte- 
ouſnefs, truth, and mercy; or from doing 
any thing that is agreeable to the nature and 
end of his appointment. Is he ſet by Pro- 
vidence at the head of a great and mighty 
nation He will Took upon himſelf as the 

miniſter of God to his people for their good; 
and fo always confidering the commiſſion he 
is entruſted with, and who it was that ſent 
him; he would defire and endeavour to be 
- juft ſuch to his ſubjects, as he would have 
God be to himſelf; always kind and propiti- 
ous to them, always tender and careful of 
them; always provident for their good and 


welfare, in ways perhaps by them unthought 
of and unforeſeen, very often beyond their 


hopes, *  excerding their very 
1 FP NE e e 


Does the Chiiſtian find Himſelf eher ! in 
the condition of a fubjec Haring long 
ſmee-Jearnt; and being thoroughly perſuaded” | 
that all is the ordinance of God, 
a dat the king is his miniſter, he Will 


obey 


98 0 
1 


obey thoſe oh 2 * es over My not. 
only for wrath, but alſo for conſcienceſſake. 
He, -will think himſelf abliged to pay his 
prince the next degree of that love and duty. 
which he. owes to God himſelf. But as he 
knows full well, that this miniſter of God 
is a man of like infirmities with himſelf, he 


will not expect in him the perfection of an 


angel; he will therefore ſhew the ſame can- 
dour to the errors and failings of his go- 
vernors, as. he would defire in his. own caſe. 
He will not vent his diſpleaſure at every per- 
ſon and meaſure which offends him, in cla- 
mourous invectives, but will principally fudy, 
to be quiet, and to do bit wn buſineſs, chear- 
fully obeying thoſe which ; have the rule over 
Lim. Follow now the Chriſtian into the 
more private walks of life. View him in the, 
ſeveral relations which he appears in, and 


with what an engaging propriety will you 


ſee him performing his aſſigned part! All 
thoſe idle prejudices and attachments, all 
thoſe perverſe and malignanthumours which 
are ſo apt to warp the judgments of the, 
wiſeſt men, all theſe As hath totally ſubdued, 
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or effactually corretted. by the help of. that | | 


wiſdom which he hath learned id» Chit; 
whilſt every. ſocial and benevolent aſfection 
within him riſes to ite ut moſt height. Tho 
fear of God, and tlie lote of hib Savieur, 
ever dwell in him, controul and regulate 
every purpoſe of his ſoul, and every motion 
of his heart; ſo that whilſt others axe hur- 
ried on by a blind, or partial affeQion,. he 
proceeds upon the ſuteſt and ſafeſt princi/ 
ples; does not miſtake appearances for reali- 
ties, nor prefer trifles to ſabſtantials, things 
temporal 't things eternal. In ſhort, he 
that hathiattained to ſuch an elevation of ſoul 


as even to love his enemies, and to do good 


to thoſe that hate and perſecute him, can- 
not fail of being in ſpired with, the moſt ten- 
diet and affectionate ſentiments for all thoſe, 
who are either jbimned to him by the ties of 
nature and blood, or recommended to his 
regard by the united motives of duty, gra- 
titude, and ee 

n II 09» tan 367 WM. 
Again, who would: 3 wiſh for 
Four neighbour, your acquaintance, or your 
"4 * | friend, 
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18 SERMON I 


friend, than the man of univerſal benevo- 
lence? than he, who, as much as in him 


lies, will live peaceably withall men ? who, 


ſo far from doing the leaſt injury to any 
man, is always diſpoſed to do all the good 
* can to ebe man. 

. > 


oy W ko would you rather chuſe to 


have any dealings or concerns with, than 


the true Chriſtian, whoſe invariable maxim 


it is'to do unto all men, as he would they 


ſhould do unto him; who would not offer. 
the leaſt wrong to you, though he could do 
it with the greateſt ſecrecy ind impunity, 
God and his own conſcience being unto him 
inſtead of a thouſand witneſſes ; who always 
means what he ſays, and i: what he appears 
to be. This it is to be almoſt and altogether 


a Chriſtian. Such is the happineſs" to the- 
man himſelf : ſuch the bleſſing to all around 


him. 


| Lik 
What has here been advanced, will natu- 


rally ſuggeſt to us che two FT re- 
n e 


Firs. 
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Pirſt, If ſo great is the happineſs of 


being altogether a Chriſtian, every man W- 


is indeed ſuch, will know how to value it 
accordingly. The name of a Chriſtian will 
appear to him to be much more honourable 
than all thoſe high-ſounding titles, which 


are held in ſo much admiration by the reſt 


of the world; fince theſe denote offly a 
fading and tranſitory, but that ati immortal 
crown of glory. He will ever be applaud- 
ing his own good fortune, and bleſſifig that 


kind providence, which ſo liberally furnim-- 


ed him with the means of grace, and fo 
fully made known to him the paths of life 
and ſalvation. Every attempt to pervert His 
faith will be repelled with horror and in- 


dignation, will be looked upon as an at- 
tempt to rob him of that which is dearet to 


him than all the world beſides; of that 
which is the reſolution of all his doubts, 
the compoſer oy all his fears, us the ſource 
of ay _ Joy: | | 
 Sedohidly;/ Sin nee a true FR is lch A 
youu blefling it follows, that all inftitdtions 
C 2 which 
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which promote and eſtabliſſi true chriſtianity 
are of public utility; and that all who favour 
and. encourage them, are public. benefac- 
tors; ſince ſach inſtitutione tend to leſſen 
che evils, and to multiply the comforts of 
human life. Nay, ſuch men are the beſt 
of. patriots. For what. is patrjotiſm, but the 
love of our couptry.?;. And how, can we bet- 
ter, hehe that love, than, by, promoting ſuch 
practiges and . ſuch; principles, as naturally 
tend, to its peace and. proſperity, and to 
make. any people the Wes nation under 
t *3 Hap PL 


** ae * light owe can we 3 
ugh: places as theſe, than as the ſtrength 
as well as ornaments of our country, and 
the grand ſeminaries of the public happi- 
neſs? And whatdiſtinguiſhed honours ought; 
to be paid to the memory of all thoſe. great. 
and. good- men, by whoſe beneficence ſuch. 
extenfive and valuable privileges have been. 
tranſmitted down to us through ſo many 
generations; and, which we truſt in God. 


wall; ine ſafe . inviolable from the 
hands 


> " 


hands of the rapacious and the profane, as 
long as any thing ſhall continue, which a 
wiſe and good man would wiſh to live for; 
as long as religion and learning, law and 
liberty, good ſenſe and good manners, ſhall 
have any intereſt, or being amongſt us. 
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Then Simon Peter. ana bim, Lord, to 
whom ſhall we 89 ? Thou ng rhe Words of 
eternal life, 


UR bleſſed Lord obſerving, that ſome 
of | his followers, who found them- 
ſelves diſappointed in their worldly views, 
had now deſerted him, addreſſes himſelf to 
his diſciples in this affectionate , queſtion, 
Will ye alſo go away? To which Simon Pen 
ter, in the name of the reſt, returned this 
highly proper and generous anſwer, Lord, to 
whom ſball we go? As if he had ſaid, Lerd, for 
whom ſhould we leave thee? What maſter 
or teacher, that can inſtruct us as thou doſt? 
"Es Who 


24 SERMON II. 
Who is there that can, like thee, inform and 
aſſure us of a ſtate of eternal happineſs after 
this life, and of the way by which we may 
obtꝑʒin it ? And accordingly F propaſe from 
hence to ſhew, the great excellency of our 
holy Religion, in theſe three particulars ; 


1ſt, In clearhyand fally &ycaling to man- 
kind a future ſtate of eternal happineſs, 


oh * affording us all the requiſite i in- 
formations, concerning the nature of that 
happineſs. 


4 And el, In the plain directions it &iv 
us, how We may qualify e for it. 


: 
$4 g 0 444 1.5 * 


Ql 1031 ay; the goſpel kas b and fully 
revealed to mankind a future fate of eter- 
nal happineſs. And this is a point, which 
will foon be diſpatehed}©the Seriptures of 
the New Feſtament being ſo full and parti- 
cular upon” it. Indeed it would be endleſs 
to repeat all the paſſages, in which life and 
1 are there aſſertod and brought 

to 
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SERMON I. 235 
to light; not under the myſterious cover f WO 
types and allegories, nor by remote conſe- . 


quence and ſecondary ſenſes ; but plainly 

and directly, in the cleareſt, ſtrongeſt; and 

preciſeſt exprefſions ; ſuch us theſe, that o- 

oe ver believeth in the Son of God hath ever- bt 
lafting life; that after the general reſurrection, | 
we ſhall die no more, we ſhall live for ever, 
for ever be with the Lord; that the gift of 
God is eternal li a 1 Feſtus © oy iff our 
Lord.” 1.0. 


1 


But, ; pakeps, this ups! * will 
appear to greater advantage, and affect us 
much more ſenſibly, if we compare the 
full aſſurances which the goſpel has given 
us of an everlaſting ſtate of happineſs, with 
the obſcure and imperfe& notices, which 
either the light of nature, or the law of 
Moſes affords upon the fame point, Nom 
all the arguments which the former of theſe 1 
furniſhes us with, are ſuck. as are drawn 2 
from the nature of man, or the perfections of > 


Wi ng 
"a 


the Deity. Thus it is concluded from rea= 
ſon, that the ſoul, or thinking ſubſtance 1 


= * 
. = xs 4 | 
within 1 
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vhilſt the body is mouldering into the ſame 
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within us, muſt be of a very different na- 
ture from that matter out of which our 
bodies are framed ; that as the latter conſiſts 
of. an infinite number of ſeparate and diſ- 
ſimilar parts, each of which is as diſtin& 
from the other, as the whole is from any 


other whole; ſo the former muſt be but 


one ſimple and undiyided being, and con- 


ſequentiy is not liable to be involved in the 


diſſolution and deſtruction of the other; 
but will ſtill ſubſiſt whole and entire, 


duſt, out of which it was at firſt taken; 
and, unleſs God puts an end to its exiſt- 
ence by a ſpecial a& of his almighty. power, 
will for ever ſo. ſubſiſt. But granting the 


. whole of this argument, what does it prove? 


Nothing. more, than the bare permanency 
of the human, ſoul, or its continuing to 
exift, (and ſo it will equally prove the per- 
manency of the ſouls of brutes) whilſt it con- 


_ cludes nothing at all about the condition 


and happineſs of our future being. Beſides, 
how can we be ſure that God will never, by 
virtue of his all-mighty power, reduce the 

| ſoul 


- 


SERMON HI. 27 
ſul into the ſame nothing, out of which he 
firſt brought it into being? Can it be ſhewn 
to contradict any of his attributes, to ſup- 
poſe he had fixed a period, though a more 
diſtant one, to the exiſtence of our ſouls, 
as well as to that of our bodies? Or is it 
impoſſible for him to create any thinking, 
rational beings, but ſuch as are immortal, 
and che! images of his own eternity. 


So again, men by confidering themſelves 
as free and accountable creatures, and God 
as an infinitely holy, juſt, and good being, 
may very reaſonably conclude from the pre- 
ſent unequal diſtribution of happineſs and 
miſery, that they ſhall live in another ſtate 
of being, in which all things will be ſet 
to rights, and ample amends made to the 
righteous for all their ſufferings here. But 
then how does it” follow, that this ſtate 
will never have an end? Will nothing leſs 
than the grant of everlaſting happineſs, be 
ſufficient to clear the divine perfections, 
and fully anſwer the very flender deſerts 
1 AO" ſervices of ay creatures ? 


Or, 
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Or, can the ſufferings of a few years, be 
only compenſated by the joys of eternity ? 
In a word, a ſtate of eternal rewards, is 
what, without revelation, we could have 
no ſolid reaſons. to believe; and what, with 
out an expreſs promiſe. from God, we 


could never with any modeſty expect. 


Proceed we now to enquire, what are the 
notices which the law of Moſes affords of 

eternal life and happineſs. And here we 
muſt confeſs, if we believe St. Paul, that 
the patriarchs, and other holy men of old, 
were fully perſuaded of a future and more 
bleſſed ſtate ; for they declared plainly, that 
they were only ſtrangers and pilgrims upon 
earth, and therefore that they ſought after 
another country, even a beavenly ane. But 
then, this faith of theirs muſt have been 
founded, either on the natural notions they 
had of God's juſtice and goodneſs; or on a 
ſecondary and ſpiritual" ſenſe, which they 
put upon ſome general-promiſes-and expreſ- 
ſions in the ſacred writings; or, laſtly, upon 
fore a revelations - God had been 
pleaſed 
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pleaſed to make to them; I fay,. the belief 
of an eternal ſtate of happineſs under the 
Moſaic diſpenſation, muſt have been, built 
upon ſome of theſs. foundations, and not 
upon any expreſs mention, or direct promiſo 
of ſuch a ſtate; ſince there is not in all his 
writings (whatever there may be in thoſe 
of the later prophets) a ſingle paſſage in which 
eternal life, (eternal, I fay,) is expreſsly 
mentioned. If there had been ſuch a paſ- 
ſage, I ſuppoſe it would have been found 
out, and produced long before this time. 
And if eternal life is not clearly and directly 
revealed in the law of Moſes, it is abſurd 
to ſuppoſe. it a ſanction of that law. For 
all ſanctions muſt be delivered with the 
greateſt ſimplicity and precifion, elſe they 
can never anſwer the end. and deſign of the 
legiſlator; and an implied and conſequential 
ſanction, is what was never. before beard of- 
But for a more direct proof that eternal life 
was no ſanction of the Iaw of Moſeg, hall 
only refer any man who denĩes this, to the 
xxviiith chapter of Deuteronomy, which is a 
ſort of epilogue to that body of laws, which 

| is 
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is contained in the preceding chapters; and 
in which he particularly enumerates the bleſ- 
ings and curſes which would attend the ob- 
ſervance or neglect of them; where there- 
fore, if any where, one would expect to 
meet with ſome promiſe, or aſſurance of a 
future retribution; and yet we find nothing 
but riches and plenty, health and long life, 
a numerous and flouriſhing family, promiſed 
to the obedient ;_ and nothing but poverty, 
fickyeſs, captivity, violent and untimely 

16.5. 788 death, both of the offender and his offspring, 
1 threatened to the diſobedient. And, indeed, 
1 were it other x iſe, how could the goſpel have 
1 been ſaid by the apoſtle to be founded on 
= |. better promiſ.s than the law, if the pro- 

| ; miſes of both were the ſame ? Or how could- 
#7 life and immortality be brought to light by 
f Chriſt, if Moſes had clearly revealed them 
AS before? Or laſtly how could St. Peter have 
Fi made this the reaſon of his adhering to 
9 Chriſt, that he had the words of eternal life, 

; if the ſame eternal life had been taught, or 

| proungled him by hy! law of. ore] FR NO 
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But adly, The Chriſtian religion has not 
only elearly revealed a future ſtate of eternal 
happineſs, it has alſo afforded us all the re- 
quiſite informations concerning the nature 
of that happineſs. - For from the ſcriptures 
of the New Teſtament we learn, that this 
happineſs will be partly of a privative, and 
partly af a poſitive nature. The former is 
expreſſed in all thoſe paſſages in hich it is 
faid, that we ſhall reſt from our labours; that | 
there ſhall be no more death, nor pain, nor 
ſorrow ; and that all tears ſhall be wiped from 
our eyes. The full meaning of all which is, 
that we ſhall be entirely delivered from all 
the miſeries and troubles of this vain life. 
We ſhall be no longer ſubject to thoſe num-, 
berleſs pains and diſeaſes; which do now ſo 
afflict and torment us: even death ſhall be ſo 
ſwallowed up. in victory, that the very fear 
of it ſhall be no more; and conſequently, we 
ſhall never again feel thoſe heart - breaking 
 forrows for the loſs of our deareſt friends 
and relations, the defire of our eyes, and to 
whom our ſoul cleaved., We ſhall be freed 
from all that care and ſalicitude, all that toil 
and 
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meet with tiene of thoſe hard trials they 


and labour, which are neceſſaty to dur paſſing 


through the world with any tolerable com- 


fort. Our patience and mdekneſs will 


are now put tos hy the unworthy treatment 
we meet with from baſe and diſingenuous 
men. There (in heaven, I mean) are no hy- 
pocrites, cheats, nor traitors; not fo much 
as one hard- hearted, falſe, or ungrateful 
wretch to be met with. : But, what is be- 


yond all, we ſhall be delivered from our 


own follies and infirmities, from our own 
treacherous hearts, from all temptation! to 
evil. The great enemy of our ſouls ſhall 


not be able to do u, am vitlence, neither ſhall 


the fon. of wickedneſs come near to burt us. | 


And this is one part of our future happi- 
neſs, that 2 harm can happen to ut, non 
any ſort of plague come near our duelling. 


The other and poſitive part is expreſſed 
under ſuch characters, as muſt neceſſarily 


raiſe our ideas and expectations of it, to the 
utmoſt pitch. It is faid to be à treaſure, 


vbich neither ruſt nor moth dbeb corrupt. 


and 


8 E R MON H. „ 39 


and which, no thieves can break through and 
= It is called an inberitance with. the 
ſaints in light, à crown of glory, and a ting; 
dam. For as all theſe things are in the higheſt 
eſteem amongſt men, ſo, by their being 
made uſe of to repreſent to us our future 
glory and bleſſedneſs, we are given to un- 
derſtand, that the glory will far exceed all 
the choiceſt enjoyments of this preſent 
world, all the honours and advantages 
which men do ſo eagerly covet after here 
below. Theſe figurative expreſſions, I 
ſay, ate uſed to denote in general the ex- 
ceeding greatneſs. of. aur future rewards, 
and not the particular preciſe nature of 
them, ſince that is impoſſible in our preſent 
ſtate, for want of the proper faculties to ap- 
prchendthem. No Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear 
hrard, neither hath it entered into the heart 
of man to conceive the things which God 
bath prepared for thoſe that love him. But 
beſides theſe general and figurative deſerip- 
tions, which the ſcriptures have heen pleaſed 
to give us pf/our happineſs in heaven, they 
* likewiſe indulged us with a nearer and 


D more 
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more diſtinct view of ſome particulars, and 
thereby afforded us ſome bright glimpſes of 
that glory that ſhall afterwards be more fully 
revealed. Thus we are aſſured, that we ſhall 
be made as, or equal to the angels, i. e. as im- 
mortal, as wiſe and holy, and in every other 
reſpect, as happy as they are: we are told, 
that Chriſt ſhall change our vile body, that it 
may be faſhioned like unto his glorious body, re- 
ſembling that in its beauty and ſplendor, its 
ſpiritual and incorruptible nature. Nay, we 
ſhall ſee God, we ſhall ſee him as he is; and 
be made like unto him. We ſhall dwell in 
his immediate preſence, and rejoice in the 
light of his countenance. © We ſhall partake 
of thoſe abundant manifeſtations hewill-there 
make of all himſelf, and ſee his glorious 
perfections diſplayed in their brighteſt luſtre. 
We ourſelves ſhall go on from ſtrength to 
ſtrength; ſhall be continually growing wiſer 
and- better, more and-more reſembling God 
in every thing that is truly great and good. 
But what crowns all this happigeſs is, (as has 
been already ſhewn) that it will be eternal. 
Let our enjoyments here on earth be ever ſo 
. 7 OY great, 
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great, un there is a . which will 
be every now and then caſting a damp upon 
them, and make the heart ſad even in the 
midſt of joy, that we cannot be ſecure of 
any of them for a ſingle moment and chat 


that day, at fartheſt, cannot be very far off, 


when we hall certainly be deprived of them, 


and go out of the world as naked as we 


came into it: but when we are once admit- 
ted into the manſions of the bleſſed, our 
happineſs will be continually heightened by 
the tranſporting reflection, that it can never, 
no never, have an end. 1 


* 


Thus far the Holy Seriptures have chought 


fit to inform us, concerning our future hap- 
pineſs: but as for any further particulars, 
as how, and in what ſort of employment 
we ſhall paſs our time, and ſpend eternity, 
they have not been pleaſed to acquaint us 
with; and therefore, it is a needleſa and un- 
becoming curioſity in us, to be over: ſolici- 
tous about ſuch matters: it is enough for 
us to be aſſured, that God hath promiſed to 
_— us  compleatly | happy, for he both 
N knows 
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| Khows bew, and hath faffioiane! power to 


= make us ſo; and What he 3 promiſed, 
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- ddd! we'now ethirdly, To thewr the bene 

5 „ of the Chriſtian religion, in the 
plain directions it gives us, how. we may 

1 qualify'onrſelves for eternal happineſs, The 
* neceflary qualifications: for eternal happineſs 


required of us by the gaſpel, are faith and 
good works. He that beheveth, and is bap- 


tixod, ſball be faved: And, if thou wilt enter 


into life, keep the commandments. Not either 


of theſe ſeparately, but both of them toge- 
| ther. For as without faith it? is impoſſible to 
1 pleaſe God, ſo: without bolingſt no man aan ſee 
1 the Lord, © And they are the words of our 
bleſſed Saviour, Not every one that ſaith unto 

1 me, Lord, Lord, Mall enter into the kingdom 
of Heaven, but he that doth the will of my 

Rather vubich is in Heaven,” And as by the 

faith in Chriſt, which is required of us, is 

not meant a mere hiſtorical faith, or a bare 
5 believing that there was ſuch a perſon as Je- 

55 ſus bs ts and 5 0 dun did perform all 


the 


. 
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the mighty works Which are recbitded of 
him; nay, that he alſo came from G, died 
for dur ſins, and roſt again for our ſuſtiflea- 
tion; but a faith that dwells in the heart, 
as well ab in the underſtanding; u faith that 
worketk by love, filling us with all due gra- 
 titude to God, with a pure seal for his ho- 
nur, and à firm truſt in all his pretmiſes: 
$6 oh the other hand, the holineſs 2 is 
' expþe&eU ft6rn us, is not « perfect fileſs 
obedience; but a heatty ſurrow for Sr lite, 
4 thorough forfaking them, and ſueh ad! 
vances ti Wards perfection, as the prefent in- 
firmſty of but natutes will permit. Theſe 
are tetris of ſalvation, Which all meft may 
comply with, who will but ſmeerely chdedt 
your to do ſo; fot then they ay depend 
upon the affiſtance of the Holy Spirit; 0% 
race will be rien for ut, and whoſe 
Medgth wil be made Perser! in ver ceelkenef. 
+ Cf] 
And how were the farke cant dur ei 
us, Which our Lord put to his twdve apoſ- 
tles, Will ye alſo go Away? will ye for+ 
fake me and my religion? Might we not 
D 3 anſwer 
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anſwer him with the affectionate zeal of St. 
Peter, Lard, to whom ſhall we go? Shall we 
exchange :our: Chriſtianity: for the religion 
of nature? Shall we give up ourſelves to 
the ſole direction of that guide, which the 
beſt and wiſeſt men in the heathen' world 
have complained of, as unable to carry them 
through the whole compaſs of their duty? 
Or ſhall we reject the clear and full aſſu- 
rances which the goſpel affords of a glori- 
qus immortalily, and take up with the flen- 
der hopes our unaſſiſted reaſon ſuggeſts of 
ſome happier ſtate to come, we know not 
what? But will this way of acting be agree- 
able to that reaſon we pretend to follow, to 
prefer darkneſs; to light, doubts and uncer- 
tainty to conviction and aſſurance ? Shall we 
go then to the law. of Moſes, and look for 
no other rewards. of our obedience, than 
thoſe on which: that law is founded? That 
is, in other words, ſhall we embrace the ſha- 
dow inſtead: of the ſubſtance, a temporary 
happineſs inſtead of an eternal one? Lord, 


to whom houls we 805 but unto thee ? 
ſince | 


1 
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ſince it is thou, and thou only, which haſt 
the words of eternal life. With this zeal 
and gratitude ſhould the breaſt of every 
chriſtian be affected. That we are not ſo, 


is owing to that reproachful foible of our 


nature, by which we are apt to flight and 


overlook the greateſt bleſſings, for that very 


reaſon which ought to make us prize them 
the moſt, viz, that we have never known the, 
want of them. Thus it is, that thoſe who 
have never languiſhed on a bed of fickneſs, 
groaned under pain, nor felt the diſtreſſes of 
want and poverty, are moſt ſtupidly inſenſi - 
ble of the thanks they owe to their great 
Benefactor, for the continued enjoyment of 
health, caſe and plenty. And thus it is with 
regard to the choiceſt bleſſings of nature and 
providence. Though the ſun goeth from 
the uttermoſt part of heaven, and runneth 
about unto the end of it again, and nothing 
is hid from the heat thereof; though the 
former and the: latter rain» cometh down in 
its ſeaſon, and the clouds drop fatneſs; though 
heaven and earth conſpire to ſupply our 
| 400102 D 4 Wants, 
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wants, and to adminiſter to our delight, yet 
do all theſe benefits, by the conſtant return 
of them, grow cheap unto us, and we wan=- 
tonly abuſe them, without ever refſecting on 
the value of the gifts, or the kindneſs of 

our Benefactor. And thus alfo it is with 

the bleſſings of grace, and the mercies: of 

our redemption; which, by our long and 

eaſy acquaintance with them, have grow 
familiar to our minds, and are ſeldom able . 
to warm us with any of thoſe grateful ſenti- 

ments, which ſuch ineſtimable favours moſt - 
juſtly demand of us. But would we only 
imagine ourſelves in the circumſtances of # 

ſober,” ſerious, and thinking heithen, how 
greatly ſhould we applaud our own good. 
fortune ! how ſincerely adore that kind Pro- 
vidence, which has placed us in the light 

of the goſpel, and opened to us the proſpect 

of a glorious immortality ?) How; would it 
have tranſported a wiſe and good man in the 
Pagan world, a Socrates for inflance; to have 

the aſſiſtance of that guide offered to him, 

the want of Which he ſo much felt and 
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complained of; to habe ſueh a ſyſtem of 
morality. revealed unto him, which his on 
improved reaſon: was too weak to diſeover, 
but when revealed, would oblige him to aps 
prove; to have all his fears and anxieties 
about the divine juſtice, ariſing. from à chi- 
ſciouſneſs of having, in many inſtances, 
tranſgreſſed his duty, quieted and removed 
by the gracious tender of mercy, made unto 
man through Chriſt ; but above all, to be 
aſſured, that his ſincere, though imperfect 
endeavours to ſerve and pleaſe God, would 
be rewarded with an eternal weight of glory. 
Much more tranſporting would be the plea- 
ſure he would feel from ſuch joyful tidings, 
than the arrival of an unlooked-for pardon 
would give to a condemned criminal, or the 
ſudden return of health and caſe to the 
 wretch who was juſt expiring under the ex- 
tremity of ſickneſs, pain, and torture. Be- 
hold, O Chriſtians ! we- are the pardoned 
criminal; we are the ſick, that have been 
made whole; we were dying, and behold in 
Chriſt we live; yea, ſhall live for ever. 


Let 
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Let us learn then how to value, as we 
ought, our own great happineſs:” Let us for 


ever glory in that worthy name, by which 


we are called; and count all things but loſs 
for the excellency of — knowledge of 
Chriſt Jelus out Bord. f s::tn 
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I aid of laughter, It's mad: and 'of _ 
hems What doth FP, A 
40 8 SHR SH 1417 
TT is hard to gay which * ths two i is bdei 
prejudicial to the true ĩntereſt of religi- 
on, the endeavouring to ſuit iti to every 
_ man's. taſte, by diſſembling its difficulties, 
by ſoftening and palliating the rules it pre- 
ſcribes us, and making it ſpeak ſnaotb things; , 
or on the other hand, the repreſenting. 3 it as, 
a moroſe and gloomy inſtitution, which, 
damps. and extinguiſhes every effuſion of 
ſocial chearfulneſs, and the beſt good ſenſe, 
and the beſt good nature. The former 
17 tends to lead the ſouls of men into a . moſt. 


pernicious 
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pernicious error, by making them think, 
they may at the ſame time ſerve two ſuch 
different maſters as God and mammon; the 
latter, effectually o deter them from that 
religion we woul perſfiade them to em- 
brace. The one would crowd our churches 
with thoſe who had only a form of godli- 
neſs, and the bare name of Chriſtians, the 
other would ſoon make them quite empty. 
We cannot therefore imagine, that the wiſe 
preacher, who was ſo hearty, a friend to all 
virtue and godlineſs, would ſo far forget him- 
ſelf, as to pronounce of all laughter, that 
it is mad, and te alk of all mirth, what 
doth it? Let our laughter be ever ſo mode- 
rate, or the occaſion of our mirth ever {6 
innocent. Why then, will it be ſaid; did 
nature teach us ſuxh an outward expreſſion 
of the inward joy of ouf hearts Wherefore 
did it plant in us that ſtrong Propenfity, 
vrhieh ſome men have at all times, and all 
men except a few unhappy wretches, feel 
ſometimes, to the pleaſürest of converſation, 
to Mirth and cheatffulnefs ? Or were theſe 
ne given us, only that we might 


have 
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Have the trouble of getting rid of them ? 
Much more juſtly may we conclude,” that 
when God demands any worſhip from us, 
the worſhip he expects muſt be that of men, 
and not of angels; and that the deſign of 
any religion which comes from him muſt 


be, to reform and reſtrain, and not to ex- 


tirpate any af thoſe paſſions and affoctions 
which he himſelf has given us: nay, fo far 
is an innocent chearfulneſs from being in- 


conũſtent with the practice of religion, that 


it is the natural conſequence of it. The 3 
ſciouſneſs of having done our duty, and 


thereby gained the favour of the greateſt 


and beſt of Beings, will make our hearts 
dance for joy; will be make us pleaſed with 
ourſelves, and habitually 1 to _ 
others alſo. la Boonih ds of 


_— 


It being ſo plain that 'Solomon-dves'not 
intend, in my text, to condemn all mirth, 


be it ever ſo moderate, or ever ſo innocent, 
I ſhalt endeavour ta ſhew how far this his 
| apborif ex tends, haven in what x it Buy 
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be ſaid of laughter that it is mad, and of 
mirth, What doth it? 

And firſt; it may moſt juſtly be applied, 
and was prinoipally intended to be ſo appli- 
ed (as appears from the context) to a life 
that is wholly dedicated to pleaſure and ſen- 
ſuality. For this is in effect, to abjure our 
humanity, and to degrade ourſelves to a 
level with the meaneſt reptile; and what 
an idle piece of grimace is it! to talk of 
the great dignity of our natures, and our 
ſuperiority over the beaſts which periſh, 
when the buſineſs of their lives and of ours 
is the very ſame; only with this difference, 
that they act much more agreeable to their 
natures, than we do to ours. For they have 
no other principle to dire& them but ſenſe 
and appetite; whereas man, who was deſigned 
by his Creator for much nobler purpoſes, has 
faculties of a more exalted; nature, which 
have a claim to our firſt and greateſt regard, 
and which were intended to guide and go- 
vern, and not to follow, and be enſlaved to 
the lower appetites and paſſions. 


May 
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May we not aſk too of ſuch a life as this, 
what doth it? Doth it after all deductions 
produce any real happineſs? So far from 
that, it deſtroys / our fortunes, health, and 
reputations; it cuts us off in the flower of 
our days, or elſe makes us a burden to our- 
ſelves, by loading us with contempt and 
inan with * and poverty. | 


# ©3461 : : 


e a caſe in which it may 


be ſaid of laughter it is mad, and of mirth, 
what doth it? is when we employ our 
mirth only to expoſe and ridicule other 
men, whatever in them is the ſubject of our 
laughter, whether it is their vices and fol- 
=_ or their Ee and good qualities. 


It muſt be confeſſed, that if an 4 is any 
sg in others that can be a fit ſubject for 
our ridicule, and in which we are moſt likely 
deo met with ſucceſs, It muſt be their vices. 


. 


* 


The man, who would ain be unaf- 
fected with 'a ſerious reproof, might be 
brought by a candid repreſentation to ſee his 


2 follies 
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follies, to deſpiſe and forſake them. For 
there are many to be found, who have ſuch a 
ſtrong pride of appearing as wiſe and as diſ- 
erect as their neighbours, that they had much 
rather be ranked under any claſs, than that 
of fools and madmen; and be thought to 
want any thing, rather than prudence and 
judgment. The moſt likely way therefore ta 
reform ſuch as theſe, is by ſome well- turned 
raillery te ſet their failings before them in 
ſuch a light, as muſt convince them they 
poſſeſs none of theſe good qualities, the 
want of which they are ſo loth to be ſuſ- 
pected of. But then, he who would employ. . 
theſe weapons of banter and ridicule with 
ſucceſs, in attacking the faults. of others, 
mult be a perfect maſter of his art. The 
ſtrokes be gives muſt be thaſe of a friend; 
not of an enemy, directed by diſcretion, and 
laid on with good-nature, levelled not at the 
man, but at his vices. For if the; ſinner 
once perceives, that you deſign not his re- 
formation, but only to make him look mean 
and contemptible in the. eyes of others, he 
vr ber the ſubject of thy mirth, and be 
Nt es wholly 
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wholly taken up with reflecting on thy ma- 
lice and good · nature. He will ſtill continue 
in his fins, and curſe thee in the bitterneſs 
of his ſoul. And now, what doth. this 
layghter of thine ?- It has made thy brother 
thine enemy, withqut making _—_ Wo MAP 
4 friend to an, bg 5 | 


But Fi it is ſo feldom right to 1 ib 7 
men even for their follies and yices, becauſe 
it is difficult to ſycered in laughing them 
out of them, and ypleſs we do ſo, we hall 
only confirm them the more in both; ſurely, 
wemay always, with the greateſt reaſon, pro- 
noyunee of that laughter, that it is mad, 
which has no other aim, than to expoſe the 
virtues and real good qualities of other men. 
Since to make theſe the ſubject of out . 
cyle argues the moſt extravagant folly, or 
dhe greateſt naughtineſs af heart jo thoſe 
who can be guilty af ſuch a practige. For 
what can be more abſurd, than to gydeavaur 
to make a man cantemptible, for poſſeſſing 
what is the greateſt glory of. his gatuce,— 
what thoyld ns ws him to the eſteem 
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yo SERMON ME. 
and friendſhip of every rational creature, and. 
what the ſcoffer himſelf, if he has any re- 
mains of ſhame in him, would not be thought 
to be without? Or can any thing be a greater 
ſign of the worſt fort of ill-nature, of the 
moſt diabolical malice,” than to ſet ourſelves 
to put virtue out of countenance—to laugh 
every thing that is good and praiſe-worthy 
out of the world, and to make men be 
aſhamed of any of thoſe good qualities, which 
will make them moſt happy in theralelyes, 
and a x bleſſing t to we müden them? 

But the folly and wickedneſs of b ridiculing 
men for any real good qualities is ſo very 
evident, that T ſhall ſay no more about it, 
'but paſs on to conſider another caſe, to which 
the maxim in my text may moſt juftly be ap- 
plied, the making religion, or ahy thing fa- 
cred, the ſubject bf our ridicule: And 1 (fall 
dwell the longer on expoſing this practice, 
AS it is of ſuch dangerous conſequeiiee," and 
as it has of late years ſo generally prevailed, 


to the great grief of all ſober and ſetioiis 


men. Now they make any religious 
s | matters 
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matters the fi ubjects of their mitt and. ban- 
ter, either. do believe there is ſome. truth i in 
the things they ridicule, or they do not. If 
they do not, but lock upon all religion as 
the invention of prieſts. and politicians, yet 
ſtill. muſt they be charged with the greateſt 
ill-manners/ and ill-nature, For if it be the 
prineipal part, if not. the whole of. what is 
called good- breeding, to give no offence nor 
uneaſineſs to thoſe with whom we converſe 3 
if it be rude and ill-mannered to throw. out 
any thing in our diſcourſe, as may, rale a 
bluſh in the face of any one who hears us, 
it muſt certainly be ſo in the higheſt degree, 
it muſt be downright, impudence to give our 
tongues ſuch liberties, as will affront and ſcan- 
dalize, if not the greateſt part of every cm- 

pany we converſe with, yet by far the greateſt 
part of mankind. Now. to chooſe ſuch, to- 
pics as God and Religion for our mirth and 
ridicule, is to put the higheſt: affront upon the 
Ereateſt part of the world; ſince, bad; as ĩt 
' is. grown, the greateſt part (thank God): do 
ill preſerve, in their conyerſation and out- 
1 ene, an awful Afr, for. theſe 
E 2 things, | 


NN 

and friendſhip of every rational creature, and 
what the ſcoffer himſelf, if he has any re- 
mains of ſhame in him, would not be thought 
to be without? Or can any thing be a greater 
ſign of the worſt ſort of ill- nature, of the 
moſt diabolical malice, than to ſet ourſelves 
to put virtue out of countenance—to laugh 
every thing that is good and praiſe-worthy 
out of the world, and to make men be 
aſhamed of any of thoſe good qualities, which 
will make them moſt happy in theniſelyes, 
and a | bleffing t to all around ter, 
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uf the folly and wickedneſs of b ridicating 
men for any teal good qualities is ſo very 
evident, that I ſhall ſay no more about it, 
bat paſs on to conſider another caſe; to which 
the maxim in my text may moſt juftly be ap- 
plied, the making religion, or any thing ſa- 
cred, the ſubject bf our ridicule. And 1 fall 
dwell the longer on expoſing this Practice, 
as it is of ſuch dangerous conſetuenec, and 
as it has of late years ſo generally prevailed, 
to the great grief of alf ſober and ſetioiis 
men. No] they . make any religious 
2 | 1 matters 
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matters the ſubjects of their mirth and ban- 
ter, either do believe there is ſome truth in 
the things they ridicule, or they do not. If 
they do not, but lock upon all religion as 
the invention of prieſts and politicians, yet 
ſtill. muſt they be charged with the greateſt 
ill-manners and ill-nature, For if it be the 
prineipal Part, if not. the whole of. what is 
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N to thoſe with whom we broke if 3 
if it be rude and ill-mannered to throw out 


any thing in our diſcourſe,” as may raile a | 
bluſh in the face of any one who hears us, 


it muſt certainly be ſoin the higheſt degree, 
1t muſt be downright, impudence to give our 
tongues ſuch liberties, as will affront and ſcan- 
dalize, if not the greateſt part of every com- 
pany we converſe with, yet by far the greateſt 
part of mankind. Now to chooſe ſuch to- 
pics as God and Religion for our mirth and 
_ ridicule, is to put the higheſt: affront upon the 
Ereateſt part of the world; ſince, bad; as. it 
is grown, the greateſt part (thank God) do 
ſtill preſerye, in their conyerſation and out- 
a ward behaviour, an aw ul . reverence f for theſe 
22 1 chinge, - 
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thifigs; however in their lives and practiet 


they diſregard them, and are greatly ſhocked _ 


ut any what which are offered them. And 
yet thi mien wle can be thus impioufly wit- 
ty ure often ſuch as value themſelves much 
upon Account of their politericſs and good- 
Þretding, who would not for all the world 
tay u Yude thing to any man; whilſt they 
make ho Teruple' of calling lr the greateſt 
Part of mankind "fools and madmen, for 
paying chat regard to all religious matters, 
ren an __ to them. 8 L. 


4 


But this tka oF ridhciiting nen is 
ide only chargeable” with ill manners, but 
with 4 mot fpiteful malice and ill-natüfe; 
fliſte t "tends to laugh men cut of thofe 80 
Hens, Which, of All öthers, àfferd them the 
gretieft comfort an farisfi&iva; The frdn 
belfef of a God, infinitely hofy, juſt, und 
good; of a Kind d all -inighty Providehce, 
hich continually Wetclievoverkl bis works; 
of our redketnpticit frotn fi by a SabuF, and 
„Halle everlaitifig, gives 'nien-thit peace und 
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give, nor take away from them, as ſoftens 
all the calamitics of life; and makes eygn 
death itſelf defirable. Suppoſing then that 
theſe notions men have got, are only idle 
dreams, and that we are really . perſyaged 
they are ſo, yet it can be nothing but pure 
| Ul-natyre in us to endeavour to laugh them 
out of fo delightful an error, to.conyince 
them of which would be to make them 
miſerable ; an error, which ſo ſtrongly in- 
cites them to every focial virtue, without 
which, they would neither be faithful to 
their truſts, grateful · to their benefactors, 
or friends to their country. Suppoſing thep 
for once, that theſe ſcoffers are the only 
perſons who haye their eyes and their wits 
about them, that they only ſee through the 
cheat, which deludes the reſt of the world. 
yet ſtill are they chargeable with the greateſt 
rudeneſs and ill nature, in this attack they 
make upon the underſtandings and happineſs 
of far the greater part of mankind. But if 
on the other hand we ſuppoſe there is ſome 
_ in thoſe things, which theſe men would 
e and that 1 7 themſelxes FRE? 3 
„ E 3 | 
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ſo too, as is generally the caſe, ſurely wo 
may pronounce of their laughter (if of any) 
that it is mad, mad beyond all compariſon. 
Even the devils believe and tremble ; where- 
as a ſcoffer of this ſort believes, as well as 
they, that there is a God that made him, 
that this God. will one day call him to ac- 
count for every idle word he hath ſpoke 


and that he has no hopes of pardon and 


mercy, but in the merits and interceſſion of 
a Saviour: all this he believes, and yet is 
not afraid to make a jeſt of his God, and 
mock at his Saviour. And conſidereſt thou, 
O man, thou that art a worm, the creature 
of yeſterday, who it is thou haſt blaſphem- 
ed and reviled? And againſt whom thou 
haſt lift up thy voice with laughter? Even 
againſt the Holy One of Iſrael, againſt the 
High and Lofty One that inhabiteth eternity. 
What ſhame and confuſion of face muſt co- 
ver thee, when thou beholdeft that Jeſus 
whom thou now ſcoffeſt at, coming in the 
clouds of heaven, in the glory of his Father, 
and with all his holy angels, to ſummon thee 
and all mankind * him? How- wilt 


thau 
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thou curſe thy wretched folly, * for 
the ſake of the idle mirth of a few hours, | 


thou ſhalt hear thyſelf doomed to k 
ing ſhame and mi! „ 


* 
* 


. : 


What has van here faid againſt the ridi - 
culing of God, and religion in general, may 
he applied to all things. and perſons. of a 
religious nature, viz. that thoſe, men who 
can make theſe the ſubje& of their wit and 
banter, are chargeable with the ſame tude- 
neſs and ill nature, though they do. not 
think there is any thing in theſe matters 
themſelves; and with the ſame ſhocking im- 
piety, if they do. For as he who ſweareth 
by the temple, ſweareth by it, and by Him 
that dwelleth therein ; or as he that ſweareth 
by heaven, ſweareth by the throne of God, 
and Him that ſitteth thereon ſo likewiſe 
may it moſt truly be ſaid, that he who 
takes the liberty to ſcoff at any holy things 
or perſons, as ſuch, ſcoffs not ſo much at 
them, as at that God to whom they belong. 
There is ſuch an awful regard due to every 
thing that bears any relation to the great 
E 4 God 
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God of heaven and earth, as ſhould reſtrain 
all leyity of carriage and expreſſion ; as ſhould: 
make men ſerious, if ever they are ſo, when- 
ever ſuch matters come. before them, The 
having recourſe therefore to ridicule and 
burleſque 1 in religious controverſies, in or- 
der to expoſe the opinions of an adverſary, 
cannot be looked upon as a practice entirely 
innocent, or ſtrialy juſtifiable; and if any 
of our admired writers haye ſometimes 
fallen into this way, we ſhould look upon 
it rather as a blemith, than a perfection in 
their compoſitions, occaſioned by the na- 
tural gaiety of their imaginations joined 
with too great a contempt of their anta- 
8 | 


It has however been nn by a noble 
author *, whoſe pen we could have wiſhed 
had been engaged in a better cauſe, that 
ridicule is the proper teſt of all truth 
That a ſubject which will not bear raillery 
is ſuſpicious—That truth will bear all lights 


* Lord Shafteſbury, 


—That 
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hat true religion can never ſuſſer by 
this method, though impoſture may, be- 
cauſe ridicule, if it be. wrong placed, will 
recoil upon itſelf, and be its own corrector 
in the end, and ſo may without any harm 
be freely left to take its own courſe, The 
fal hood of which aſſertions is very evident. 


For the maintainers of them muſt own, that 
upon ſome ſubjects, and ſome occaſions, the 


uſe of ridicule is highly improper; or 
would they have the councils of our princes, 
the debates of our ſenates, and the decrees 
and deciſions of our courts of juſtice carried 
on and regulated by raillery and burleſque? 
But of what moment are the counsils of 


crees of a human court, hen compared with 
the concerns of religion ? If then ridicule 
would be improper in the former caſe, it 
would be monſtrous in this; ten thouſand 
times more ſo, than it would be for a crimĩ- 
nal, hen he is anſwering for his life, to em- 
ploy himſelf all the while in ridiculing his 
a Judge and jeſting upon his accuſers, inſtead 


of 


princes, the debates of ſenates, and the de- 
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of defending himſelf by ſolid arguments and 
ſound reaſoning. Nay, ſo far is ridicule from 
being the proper teſt of all truths, that ĩt is 
the proper teſt of no truth whatſoever; and 
that for this plain reaſon, that this ſort of 
argument will conclude equally ſtrong on 
both ſides the queſtion ; that it will ſerve as 
well to impoſe upon men ſenſe and nonſenſe, 
the moſt glaring truths, or the moſt arrant 
fal ſhoods. Is there any perſon or character 
in the world ſo ſacred, ſo deſerving the re- 
ſpect of all men, but what may be rendered 
contemptible, when dreſſed up and brought 
upon the ſtage with all the proper decorati- 
ons of wit and buffoonery? Is there any 
compoſition ſo excellent, that can ſtand the 
teſt of a well- turned raillery? Nay, have 
not the beſt performances of antients and mo- 
derns been actually burleſqued and ridiculed? 
But then they tell us that ridicule, when 
it is ſo ill placed, will recoil upon itſelf, and 
will ſerve only to make the truth ſhine out 
afterwards with greater beauty and luſtre. 
And granting that ridicule would always 
have 
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have that effect, how will this juſtify. the 
uſe of it? May not all the groſſeſt methods 
of. ſuppreſſing truth be defended by the 
ſame argument? Will it not follow from 
hence, that it is not only an innocent thing. 
but highly proper too, to blacken a man's 
reputation with lyes and ſlanders; to endan- 
ger his life with falſe accuſations, becauſe 
ſuch attempts will ſerve to make his inno- 
cence and integrity appear the brighter af- 
terwards. But may we not aſk too, Who are 
the perſons with whom ridicule, when: thus 
employed, will have this good effect? Not 
with the thinking and rational part of man- 
kind, for with them truth needs no. ſuch 
recommendations ; they receive it upon the 
principles of ſound and ſober reaſon, and to 

_ .,Fee it ridiculed will neither leſſen, nor in- 
creaſe their affection for it, though it may 
raiſe a generous indignation in their 
to ſee the moſt important truths: treated in 
fo rude and unbecoming a manner. But 
what ſhall we ſay of the bulk of mankind, 
of _ weak and unury ? Will truth appear 
more 


— 


. heartily embraced by them, becauſe it is 
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more lovely in their eyes? Will it be more 


burleſqued and ridiculed? Or rather, is net 


. this the moſt likely way of hardening them 


againſt the cleareſt truths, and of impoſing 
upon them any errors though ever ſo groſs 
and pernicious? Moſt aſſuredly, for all men 
can laugh, whilſt very few can reaſon. All 
men are capable of being affected with wit 
and humour, though but few can take the 
force of an argument z ſince in the former 
caſe a man had only necd have his ears open, 
and the ridiculous image immediately enters 
and fiezes upon the mind. Whereas in the 
latter, it will coſt a man forme pains ; he 
muſt reflect upon the thoughts which are 
ſuggeſted to him by another, muſt com- 


pare them together, and ſee their con- 


nexion, before he can feel the ſtrength of the 
argument which is laid before him: and 
of thoſe few who can reaſon, there are ſtill 
fewer who are willing to be at the pains 
which ſuch an exerciſe of the mind requires; 
2 are not much more diſpoſed to have 

their 
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their imaginations entertained with witty 
and humorous - repreſentations: of things, 
than their underſtandings informed by ſound 
and ſerious reaſoning; ſo that the uſe of ri- 

_ Ricule in all matters of controyerſy; is much 
more likely to propagate error in the world 
thin truth. In hort, it eam be of no ſer- 
vie to men of ſenſe; and may do an in- 
nite deal of miſchief to all who are nt ſo. 
With the greateſt reaſon then may we ſay 
of "this laughter, that it is mad; and of this 
ſort of mirth, what doth it? 


Thus have I endeavoured to ſet out the 
juſt extent of the maxim in my text; and 
from what has been ſaid, it appears, that if 
we would huve our mirth and laughter ex 
empt from the wiſe man's cenſure, we nnuſt 
keep them within the bounds which God 
und reuſon have et them. Our laughter 
or ruillery muſt never be employed to rievt 
the Gal of any man, by expoſing um tothe 
ſcorn und contempt of others; ſo that v 


* daugh dt men even for tlieir vices. 
unleſs 
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many years together he was never obſerved 
to mention the name of God, upon any 


our minds, would be our beſt guard againſt 


ian 
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unleſs à ſincere defire of reforming them be 


our only motive, and there is good grounds 


to hope for ſucceſs ; much leſs muſt we en- 
dead our to render them ridiculous, for their 
virtues and good qualities. For this is, as 
was before ſhewn, both a very weak and a 
very wicked attempt; and is only exceeded 
by that ſhocking impiety as well as inſolent 
breach of good manners and good nature, 
the ridiculing of God and religion, two 
things which demand our _ 3 


and veneration. Gira 


I ſhall conclude this diſcourſe, with re- 
commending to your imitation, what is re- 
corded of that great and good man, Mr. 
Boyle; that he had ſuch a profound vene- 
ration for the Divine Majeſty, that for 


occaſion, without a pauſe in his diſcourſe, 


and à viſible alteration in his countenance. 
For ſuch an haäbitual ſenſe of God upon 
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all approaches to the vice I have mention- 
ed. We could not allow ourſelves any le- 


vity of carriage or expreſſion, whenever He, 


or any thing relating to Him, was the ſub- 
ject of our ſpeculations or debates ; nay, it 
would be a great preſervative from all fin 
and wickedneſs. We ſhould not dare to do 


any thing that might offend him, whoſe fa- 
vour is better than life, and every thing elſe 


we can wiſh for; and death itſelf, with all 
the evils we can imagine, not half ſo terri- 
ble as his diſpleaſure. 


SERMON 
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Every man is tempted, Fee be is drawn v 
* his _ — and enticed; | | 


= 


K E diſputes any: the. * of 
T man's will, are a: ſtriking inſtance 
of the vain attempts of ſophiſtry and in- 
fidelity to perplex a ſelf-evident truth, and 
to ſilence the dictates of common ſenſe. 
The ſubtleties employed upon this occaſion, 
may at firſt confound a plain man, who is a 
ſtranger to ſuch metaphyſical jargon; but 
then a fingle reflection upon what paſſes 
within him, will put ten thouſand of theſe 
ſubtleties to flight. Every act of our will 


every, thought 4⁴ r M dau » 
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every motion of our bodies the beginning, 
continuance, and ceaſing of every action, do, 
all of them, give the lye to every aſſertion of 
the neceſſity of our patures; and an attempt 
to prove I haye no , "R323 muſt appear as 
ridiculous and impertinent, as one to prove 
that I do not exiſt. For I am 1 juſt as certain 
of the one, as I atn of the other ; ; and who 
can believe that to be true, which he knows 
and feels to be falſe ? If there ean be ſuch a 
man, it is\plain, that whatever be the caſe 
of others, he cannot be a free agent, but 
muſt be under ſome infatuation which over- 
powers both his reaſon and his ſenſds. Li- 
berty is art entire freedom froth all external 
cbaction, and a power inberent iti the mind 
to dog bt f6tbear* afy Act, which ſoever it 
fall ckuſe and prefer. Accordingly it id 
declared in the text, that the nature and 
eſſence of fin, confifts entirely in the fres 
choice of à mats Will; and that his Füilt is 
always Juſt ſo much in proportion, as hig 
| choite deviates froth the dickates 6f his rea 
for and Conſcience. Evety mar is teinpted, 
whe be is dran ay of bis ob , and 
3 . enticed . 
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diticrd-. The freedom of the will muſt 
therefore a ppear ab a ſelf-evident truth to 
every chriſtan, nay to every man that thinks 
and reflects at all; but may be further en- 


forced, by confideritig the abſurdities Which 
follow from the coiitrary ſuppoſitibn. rac 


For, fiſt, it follows, that tliete is an end 
bf all religion and morality, and that virtue 
and vice are words which have no meaning. 
For what merit br derfierit can there be in 
a creature which has nb choice of its own, 3 
bat is only acted upon by ah external force | 1 
| Whith it cannot refiſt. Yeu map as Well 4 
talk of the religion of a log of wood, and 
of the virtue or vice of a tlott of earth. 
The ſyſtem of rewatds afd puniſſiments i 18, 2 Y 
upon the ſame ſappofition, a mere farce. _—_ 
Fot how can the former be beſtowed where 1 
there is no deſert, or the latter inflicted 
whiete there is no guilt. The affafſin has no 
more to anſwer for than the ſword, or any 4 
other infttament he employs ; and the chari- : * 
| table man no more merit, than the bread 
dr money with which he relieves tho diftref | 
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6 SERMON IV. 
ed. In this caſe all expoſtulations with ſin- 


ners—all exhortations to repentance . and 


amendment of .life—all invitations and en- 


couragements to religion and virtue—in a 
word, all laws and injunctions, human and 
divine, are downright nonſenſe. For what 
can be more ſo, than to attempt to perſuade, 
or to give rules and directions to him, who 


can neither chuſe nor act of himſelf, but 


muſt either do the thing you would have 
him do, whether you apply to him or not, 
or muſt infallibly do it in ſpite of all your 
applications. Laſtly, what an idle part do 


theſe advocates for neceſſity act, who offer 


arguments againſt the freedom of the will to 
thoſe, whom they look upon as, mere pup- 
pets and machines, entirely deſtitute of all 
liberty. As well might they pretend to 
reaſon with a poſt, or diſpute with a 
block, fince according to them, man is no 
better, the ſame dull? lump of inactive 
matter. For where we have no choice of 
our own, but are neceſſarily moved and di- 
ya by ſomething foreign and external to 


us, we are as deſtitute of all free agency, as 
the 


* 
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SERMON IV. 69˙ 
the moſt inanimate parts of the creation. 
It is therefore ſaid in the text, that every 
man is tempted, when he is drawn away of 
his own (not another's) luſt, by ſome ir- 
regular appetite, or deſire, which is as much, 
and asproperly his own, as his mind itſelf is. 
But here the ſenſualiſt will tell us, that the 
violence of theſe appetites is ſogreat, there is 
no reſiſting them, and conſequently we are 
under the ſame neceſſity, as if we were act- 
ed upon by an external force. But they 
who make this plea, do thereby own them- 
ſelves to be of the ſame rank and nature 
with the brute beaſts. For to be guided 
ſolely by our paſſions, is to act as they do, 
who have nothing elſe to guide them: 
whereas God hath made man in his own 
image, hath given him reaſon, and judg- 
ment, and conſcience, to direct and con- 
troul his ſenſual appetites; and hath greatly 
added to the natural force of all theſe, by the 
revelation he hath made of himſelf to all 
mankind ; in which he hath promiſed to 
aſſiſt us with his grace in this combat with 
our paſſions, and amply to reward our re- 
F; ſolution 
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ſolution and ſtedfaſtneſs. If indeed ſuch was 
the violence of gur paſſions, that let us do 
What we could, let us exert all the pawers 
af our reaſon, and call in all the ſuccours of 
our religion, ſtill we muſt giye way to them, 
there would then be ſame foundation for. 
this plea of ſinners. But this is à falſe re- 
preſentation of the caſe, and 'I may appeal 
to every individual finger, whether his own 
heart does not tell him, that all pretences 
of the impoſſibility of refiſting his luſt, are 
falſe and groundleſs. For I aſk him, whether, 
even when his paſſions are in the higheſt . 
ferment, he not only could, but wauld ſip- 
freſs them, out of regard to the preſence 
of any perſon whom he feared or reſpect- 
ed? Whether there are not many actions 
he would never have done, had only an 
idiot, or a child been preſent to obſerve 
them? So evident is it, that whenever a man 
is drawn away of his own luſt, and enticed, 
there is at the fame time a power within 
hun to reſiſt and overcome his paſſibns ; and 
that when he complies with their ſuggeſ- 

p | : tions, 
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tions, it is with an Oe and on — 
of ais own wind. 
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che will being thus eſtabliſhed, a man of the- 
plaineſt underſtanding, will not he. liable to 
be perverted hy any af thoſe metephyſical- 
arguments which have been brought againſt 
it. He will canelude, that there muſt ha a. 
fallacy in them, which chraugh bis inexpe+- 
rience in ſuch reaſeniugs he cannot diſcover, 
and will never be preyailed on to reſigu his 
reaſon and common ſenſe to a ſcholaſtic.ſyb+ 
tlety. Thus, e. gr. when he is told that hu- 
man liberty is inconſiſtent with the fore- 
knowledge of God, and that if he maintains 
the one, he muſt give up the other; though 
he is unable clearly and fully to make out 
their conſiſtency, he will however be con- 
vinced, that they certainly muſt conſiſtent; 
and that as all ignorance of the actions of 
his creatures, particularly his not knowing 
one moment what they will do the next, is 
no leſs cantgary: to: infinite perfection. than 
all compulſion is to the nature of man ; God 

F 4 muſt 
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muſt in ſuch a manner foreſee the actions of 
men, as not to deſtroy their liberty; and men 
muſt be ſo far free, as not to exclude his 
ſote- knowledge. A ſort of reaſoning which 
we make uſe of in a thouſand other caſes, 
where we are certain of the fact itſelf, but 
unable to comprehend the manner in which 
it is brought about and effected. If any one, 
whoſe leiſure and ſtudies qualify him to be 
a judge of ſuch matters, is deſirous of ſee- 
ing a particular confutation of this, and all 
the other objections to human liberty, he 
may receive full ſatisfaction, by having re- 
courſe to the writings of ſeveral eminent au- 
thors on the ſubject; more particularly to 
thoſe of the incomparable Dr. Clark, who 
was ſingularly happy in his being able 
to treat the moſt abſtruſe and abſtracted ſub- 
Jes, with the greateſt preciſion and per- 
fpicuity; and who, in his controverſy with 
Leibnitz and other advocates for fate and 
neceſſity, has laid open the ſophiſtry and fu 
tility of all their arguments by a chain & 
the cleareſt and ſoundeſt reaſoning. 
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Beſides the direct attacks which have been 
made upon the doctrine I have been ſup- 
porting, two opinions have been maintained, 
which by plain conſequence entirely over- . 
turn it; the one by ſome pretended philoſo- 
phers, the other by ſome-miſtaken Chriſti- 
ans, The former aſſert the materiality of 
the ſoul, which effectually deſtroys all poſ- 
ſibility of freedom. For what is incapable 
of thought. muſt be ſo of liberty too; li- 
berty being only a mode of thinking. And 
that all matter, however modified or com- 
pounded, is incapable of being endued with 
a power of thinking, is a point which has 
been as clearly and as fully demonſtrated, 
as any one propoſition in the mathematics. 
I hope I ſhall be excuſed, if I lay before 
you a ſhort ſketch of the reaſonings upon 
this ſubjet, which are drawn from two 
known and confeſſedly eſſential properties of 
matter; . its invariable | reſiſtance to every 
change of its preſent ſtate, either of motion 
or reſt, and its infinite diviſibility. From 
the former of theſe properties it follows, 
that matter, ſo far from being capable of bo- 

88 ing 
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ing andued with a power of thinking, which 
is the moſt perfect action, cannat be endued- 
with any active power -whatſoeyer ; ſince 
upon this ſuppoſition it would, at the ſame 
time, be paſſeſſed of two.contrary and in- 
compatible qualities; a power to change its 
ſtate, either of motion or reſt, and an abſo- 
lure reſiſtance to all change of either. From 
the other property of matter it follows, that 
as each parcel of it is not one, but an infi- 
nite number of /ub/tances, each of which is 
diſtinct from all the reſt, as the whole maſs 
is from any other whole, no portion of it 
could ever be made to compoſe one think- 
ing being, but muſt conſiſt of as many diſ- 
tihct ſouls as it had parts, i, e. an infinity. 
This difficulty is not to be got over by the 
wild and unphiloſophical hypotheſis of all 
theſe ſubſtances being made to compoſe but 
one perſon, by having in common one and 
the fame individual conſciouſneſs. Por 
even allowing the poſſibility of the hing, 
this would no more make all theſe thinking 
ſubſtances to be but one ſuch ſubſtance, 
than two different men having the ſame con- 
ſciouſneſs 
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fciquſaeſs, of the ſame action, would make 
them both but one perſon. For, -notwith+ 
ſtanding what has been advanced to the con- 
trary by a great name, conſriouſneſs doeg 
not conſtitute perſonal identity. For then 


together, or at maſt, only whilſt he actually 


retained his conſciouſneſs. Conſciouſneſs, 


I ſay, does not conſtitute perſonal identity, 
but is only that reflex act of the mind, by 
which every man knows his thoughts and 
actions to be 4zs thoughts and actions; which 
they may be, whether he knows them to be 
fo or not. If it ſhould be faid, that God, 
by his almighty power, might faperadd to 
matter a power of thinking, we anſwer, 


a limitation of Omnipotency. And ſuch it 
is to effect, that the ſame thing ſhould be at 
the ſame time matter and-not matter, a fingle 
being and a million. Since, then, it ſo 
plainly appears, that all matter is abſolutely 
incapable of thought and action, and can 
only be moved, directed, and acted upon, 
by ſomething which has both theſe in itſelf; 


all 


no man could be the ſame perſon two moments - 


that a contradiction ĩs neither an object nor 


— 
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all who maintain that the ſoul of man is 
nothing but matter, do thereby degrade it to 
a mere paſſive lump; deſtroy all diſtinction of 
good and evil, virtue and vice, make reli- 
gion an unmeaning ſound,' and revelation a 
downright farce, no leſs ſo than that of the 
popith ſaint's preaching to the fiſh. 


. 


The other opinion deſtructive of human 
liberty, is that of thoſe, who maintain the 
irreſiſtibility of divine grace; making the 
Holy Spirit to act upon us, as if we were no- 
thing but a piece of machinery, by over- 
powering our wills, and compelling us to 
act as He would have us; and then reward- 
ing us for what was not our, but his at. A 
doctrine inconſiſtent with God's moral attgi- 
butes. For He is confeſſed by all to have 
made us both intelligent and rational crea- 
tures, and is allowed by theſe men to have 
given us in other caſey a freedom of choice 
and action; and yet is ſuppoſed to treat us 
in this, as if we had neither the one nor the 
other. And what ſhall we fay to all thoſe 
calls and invitations to ſinners, which we 

| ; meet 
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meet with in ſcripture, to tepentance and 
amendment 2 To all thoſe expoſtulations with 
them for the hardneſs of their hearts, and 
to all t thoſe exhortations and encouragements 
to ſtrive and labour te enter into life; to 
give dili, gence to makeourcalling and election 
ſure, and to work out our ſalvation with fear 
and trembling Which are only fo many 
taunts and mockings, if the whole work of 
our converſion is effected by the ſole and ine 
controllable power of the Almighty ! He 
has indeed been pleaſed to promiſe us the 
affiſtance of his Spirit, by enlightening, our 
_ underſtanding, helping our infirmities, and 
ſtrengthening us with might in the inner 
man; but he has no, where engaged to take 
the whole upon. himſelf. We muſt do our 
part, by the vigorous exertion of the natural 
powers he has given us. Theſe aſſiſtances 
of the Holy Spirit, may very eaſily be con- 
ceived to be entirely compatible with the 
freedom of our natures. For as we are often 
preyailed upon to alter our opinions and re- 
form our judgments, by the reaſons and ar- 

f gumetits offered to us by our friends, and 


yet 
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Fet ate conſcious at the fame titne, that we 


ve 4 power; if we pleaſe, to act other- 
Wile; why may it not be ſüßpoled, at 
God's Spirit produces a Hmilar effect; by ith 
ſectet and invifible operation on our finds; 
by preſenting us with a clear and diltin& 
view of all patticulars, 'propet for our con- 
Alteration ; by engaging our attention, and 
removing ot keeping off all obſttuctions to 
the! full and free exerciſe of our j udgment and 
Underſtanditi g by comforting, ſtren gthehing 5 
And ſettling us. All which operations, are 
pet fectly conſiſtent with the freedom of out 
Wills; and as they are afſiſtances only, do 
plainly imply, that God does not ' take the 
whole work of dür c8hyerſion upon Him- 
ſelf, but leaves ſome what to he done by our- 
Aelves. There is,“ ſays an eminent writer &, 
* in the language of Scripture, made uſe. of | 
to explain the doctrine of grace, ſome- 
«thing liable to be abuſed by ignorant or 
e crafty men. It is Gajd, that of ourſelves 
« wwe can do nothing; whence they cons 


wo « +4 


e Elude, that we have nothing to do. It 
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5 is ſaid, that it is the grace of 3 
«enables us to do every thing, from 
hence they conclade, that every thing. 
©©#auſt-beTeft to the grave of God; and 
that ve, With a ſtrong perſuaſion of this, 
may fit till ourſelves. But, proceeds hey. 
let uz try this language in à comtnbn caſe, 
« and ſee whether it be fo hard to be un 
« derſtood. Suppoſe a man wanted to move 
« aq weight; that requited double his ftiredgth 
<< to Move it, would it be à proper ee 
0 preſſion, to fay, of himſelf he cduld de 
« nothing? Or would it follow, that, if 
«© he was offered help, he ſnould H ſtili and 
* not put his n ſtrength to the work ? 
« If a friend came to his aſlflabbeg would; 
« jt not be properly ſaid; that his fticnd; 
ec enabled him co do what he did? But 
«© would it follow. that his friend did all, 
„ and he nothing? Thus far he. To 
which we inay add that thefe divine affift= 
ances are ſo far froin deſtroying our: liberty, 
that they rather tend to imptove it to its 
higheſt rial; ; fo that we: mah Jufthy. 
4 with * Winrt alu Spirit of the 
Lord 
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Lord is, there is liberty, even the glorious 
liberty of the ſons of God; and of the moſt 
exalted beings, an entire freedom from all 
corrupt affections and undue influences, and 
a voluntary and 3 complianee with 
the dictates of reaſon and the laws of God, 
upon a full conviction and —_ als. 
* our ee 7 1 2 ö 


$ (Mhars are. wy or Gains Tut . 
rally ariſing from the foregoing courſe, 
and wm "ow I ſhall conclude. 8 


Firſt; That as our Fan is the i Rl 
ab foundation of our guilt, ſince without 
it we ſhould be no more accountable. than 
the ſtones we: walk upon; ſo will it be a 

_ dreadful aggravation . of our | puniſhment 
hereafter, when we reflect upon our. paſt 
conduct, and cannot but confeſs that all we 
ſuffer is the work of our own hands, the 
portion pf our own free choice. That when 
we were guilty of any | wickedneſs, we not 

only had a full power to abſtain from it, but 
ws forced to offer violence to ourſelves, to 
aur 


* 
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our Tellbn and dend büafcha de could 
bring ourſelves to commit it. Such reflec- 
tions as theſe, we hall never be free from in 
the place of torment. They will bey the 
worm that never dieth, will inceſſantly prey 


upon our ſouls, and debour then When. 
ſoevei therefore, thy paſſions ate in the 
higheſt ferment, and ſin approaches thee in 
its moſt alluring form, do but attend to the 
ſtill voice of thy reaſon; and it will tell thee 
what madneſs thou art poſſtſſed with, in 
prefurtiing: death to. life, when both are ſet 
before thee; and in doing that which thou 
al in emen of to all * 


anne 


ow 1 44 


But then, ſecondly; on 1 ottier AY 
we muſt not entertain à high opinion of our 
on merit, as if our converſion was the le 
effect of our ow] endeavo,õe Not only tha 
word of God) but our o. hearts, if fairly 
conſulted, will tell us that our ſufficienex is 
of God; that it is owing to the gracious aſ- 
ſiſtanees He | has been _pleafed tb afford. us, 
that we have been enabled to reſiſt and over- 

come the evil. inelinations and corrupt affec- 
„ e | G tiene 
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82. SERMON IV. 
tions of our nature. We muſt recolle& fe- 


veral inſtances, in which, thongh we have at 


laſt held faſt our integrity, and | come off as 
conquerors, the combat was for a long time 
doubtful, and we were very near a defeat ; 
and that unleſs we had been ſupported by a 
ſuperior Power, the impetuofityiof out paſ- 
ſions would have prevailed over the ſtruggles 
of our confcience, and the ſpirit. have 
yielded itſelf up a captive to the fleſh. Let 
us then humbly confeſs the infirmity and 
depravity of our nature, and devoutly apply 
to God for the grace of his Holy Spirit; 


and when we have thereby obtained the vic- 


tory over the enemies of our falvation, let 
us gratefully acknowledge the hand which 
helped us, with a Nat wato ut, O Lord, but 
unto thy name be the praiſe; whoſe grace, in 


Hite of all obſtructions, has. been ſufficient 
for us, and whoſe frength has been . _m 
. in our GE”: 


Laſtly, As it is of our laſts that we are 
drawn away and enticed to fin, let us endea- 
your ta mortify and break the power of 

þ 1 them, 
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them, by a life of temperance and ſobriety, 
and by abſtaining from every thing that may 
either raiſe or inflame them; but, above all, 

by having our minds deeply impreſſed by all 
thoſe motives and arguments which our 
holy religion furniſhes us with, for the ſup- 
preſſion of all our irregular appetites and de- 
fires. Taking the whole armout of God, that 
wwe may be able to tand againſt the wiles of the. 
devil; and putting on the ſhield of faith, 
whereby we ſhall be able to quench the fiery © 
darts of the wicked; and for an helmet, the- 
bope of ſalvation. Praying always with all 
prayer and ſupplication in the Spirit, and 
watching tbereunto with all perſeverance. 
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Then Fehr EIN end id; rod 0 t 
And ber 


woman, great it 2 thy: Fatrth; | 
_ daughter was made "whole: a that oy 
hour. | CIAO 11h ot ; F 


Re Senat 27 72 
Believe there is ſcarbe any one, dür; WhO 


upon the fitſt reading. or hearing the 
tranſaction contained in this and the pre- 
ceding verſes, was forhewhit ſurprized at 
the ſeeming roughneſs” and feverity with 
which bur Bleſſed Lord treats 4 
happy woman, who'ipplies to him with the , 
utmoſt” reſpect and Humility. ' So diffe rent 
was his behaviour upon this occafion, from 
what we find it upon all other, Ever, be- 

* . fore 


x * % 7 
Nad W 


Fg 


poor un- 


fore now, He was all meekneſs and tender. 
neſs, ready to extend his mercy to the mi- 
ſerable as ſoon as aſked for, and almoſt pre- 
yenting their deſies. No ſooner did the 
ruler heſeech Tum * come and heal his ſon, 
but he yas anſwered, Go by way, thy ſon 
liveth. No ſooner did the lame and the 
blind implore his pity, but, He could fay 
unto the one, Take uf thy bed and walk ; 


unto the other, Receive thy fight. Nay, we 
find Him treating even perſons of ill fame 


with great kindneſs and condeſcenſion, when 
He found any ſigns of à fincere repentance 
in them ; ſo that He was reproachfully called, 
The Friend of publicans and finners. And 
yet we here ſee Him under a quite different 
character, appearing,. for ſome time, either 
to be inſenſible, or wilfylly to diſregard the 
Cries of the miſerable ; and at laſt granting 
the favour which was aſked of Him, with 
great reluctance, and when He could. na 
Jonger refuſe it; and this too in a caſe, 
Where every circumſtance both. deferyed and 
called for his immediate in * Wel. 


* - \ 
* 1 I. : 
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I I propoſe, therefore, Firſt, To go over the 
fn this 3 tranſaction. | 


Secondly, To explain and vindicate the 
true . 11 intention of our Lord. 


„Abi, To make ſome refleQions and 
ms . the . 


- 


- 


Ws trad at the 22d verſe of this chapter, 

that whilſt Jeſus was. retired into the coaſts 
of Tyre and Sidon, a. woman of Canaan, 
who having heard of his great goodneſs, and 
the mighty works He had done, believed 
Him from thence to be a Prophet, and a 
Teacher ſent from God, came to Him, and 
cried unto Him, ſaying, Have mercy upon 
me, O Lord, thou Son of David; (for fo ſhe 
had heard Him called) my daughter is griev- 
ouſly vexed with a devil, A moſt piteous 
ſpectacle this! A woman and a mother fol- 
lowing Him with her cries, and implocing 
his merey to her wretched daughter, who 
was tormented with a dreadful diforder, 
due brings . nvt- The poſſeſſed before Him, 
G 4 nar 
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nor preſſes Him, as others had done, Lord, 
come and lay thy. band ' upon ber; or, Come 
down ere my child die; but only tells Him 
the caſe in two words, and leaves all to his 
mercy. - And yet all this miſery, and all this 
humility, ſeemed to have no effect upon 
Him. He anſibered ber not @ ward. Who 
would not have been offended, at the ſliglit 
and inattention her petition met with? It 
is plain his diſciples, were ſo for immedi- 
ately they came and beſoug hi. Him, ſaying. 
Send her away, for ſhe crieth after us; but 
even theſe powerful interceſſors could do no 
more than draw this anſwer from Him, I 
am not ſent, but to the left ſheep. of. the hauſe 
of 1ſrael ; that is, I am not now, ſent to the 
Gentiles. The time is not yet come, when 
the mercy of the Goſpel is to be offered 
unto them, The defign of my miſſion is 
to make the firſt tenders of my grace and 
mercy, to the Jews, God's peculiar. people, 
An anſwer more mortifying than his ſilence; 
for that, at moſt, only told her that He would 
not; but this, that He could got reheve her, 
And yet ſo far from going away in deſpair, 
ſhe 


* 
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the grows more importunate, throws her- 
ſelf at Chriſt's feet, and worſhipped Him, 
ſaying, Lord, belp me. Who would not no- 
expect a gracious anſwer; to ſuch an earneſt 
and humble ſupplicant. But what follows, 
adds greatly to the ſeverity of the repulſe. 
He anſwered:and ſaid, It it not meet to take 
the children's bread; the mercy which was 
intended for Gad's peculiar people, and ta 
caſt it unto. dogs, to you who are Gentiles 
and ſtrangers. How few are there but 
would have been provoked, by ſo diſguſting 
a compariſon, immediately to have turned 
their backs upon Him, with the warmeſt 
expreſſions of reſentment and indignation ? 
But, behold, how meekly, how calmly ſhe 
anſwers him] Truth, Lord; yet the dogs eas 
of the crumbs which fall from their maſter's - 
table. And here we know not which we 
ſhould moſt admire, the modeſty and humi- 
lity, or the ſhtewdneſs and good ſenſe of 


the woman's anſwer to our Lotd. Thou * Was 
haſt called me a dog, and I. on myſelf to _ 
be. no better; giye me then the privilege of 13 
+ dog: Alan me ta gather up.ſome „ 3 

of Bs 
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of mercy from under that table, at which 
thy children fit. The indulgence I crave, 
though great to me, yet with regard to thy 
infinite goodneſs, bears no more proportion 
than a crumb to a.feaſt. This ſmall fa- 
vour, granted to me, a poor ſtranger, will be 
no diminution of thy mercy to thy people 
Iſrael. Upon which our Lord, nolefs ſur- 
prized at her patience and meekneſs, than 
vanquiſhed, as it were, by her modeſt im- 
portunity, anſwered her, O woman, great is 
thy faith; be it unto thee even as thou wilt. 
And ber a Was * whole FORO _ 


«Viera now dos over _ „ele 4 
this tranſaction, I proceed, adly, T6 ex- 
plain and vindicate the true n 0 in- 
tention of our Lord in it. | 


ne Firkt, With regued to as woman 
herſelf; He who knoweth the hearts of all 
men, could be no ſtranger to the ſincerity of 
her faith, and was already reſolved te re- 
ward her accordingly; and becauſe He knew 
her 


K as © 
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ber ſo well, He . deſigned 10 ſhew her to 
others alſo, in the moſt advantageous point 
of view; and to exhibit the virtues ſhe was 
poſſeſſed of; in all their genuine ſtrength 
and beauty. The affected ſilence and neglect 
with which, at the firſt, He treated her; did 
ſufficiently ſhew her patience and conſtancy ; 
but, the bitterneſs of his words, and the 
ignominy with which He rejects her petition, 
do moreover evince the ſtedfaſtneſs of her 
faith, and truſt in his goodneſs, the greateſt 
meeknęis, and moſt reſigned humility. All 
which virtues and good qualities would have 
been entirely hid and unknown, had he 
granted her requeſt, upon her fuſt applica 
tion ta Him. As for the ſeeming ſeverity 
ſhe was at firſt treated with, that was abun- 
dantly made up to her by the effectual de- 
liverance ſhe immediately obtained for her 
daughter; and the ſuſpence and anxiety un- 
der which ſhe was kept for a few moments, 
ſerved. only to give a. higher reliſh to the 
leaſure ſhe afterwards received. However, 
it muſt, be .confeſſed, that if this woman 
alone had been concerned in the iſſue of this 
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affair, it is very probable our Lord would 
have treated her with the ſame tenderneſs, 


and have granted her requeſt with the ſame 


readineſs he obſerved towards other peti- 
tioners; but, as his views were not con- 
fined to this ſingle caſe, many others being 
intereſted in the ſame, He thought proper 
to proceed with a particular caution and re- 


9. N 
1 


. 
* s 2 * a >» . 


For, in the next place, with regard to the 
Jews, He might intend to obviate the ob- 
jections, and preclude the cenſures of that 
captious generation; who, if He had imme- 
diately eomplied with the woman's requeſt, 
might have reproached Him with being a 
tranſgreſſor of the law of Moſes; in which 
It was forbid the Iſraelites to have any com-' 
munication with the Canaanites (of whom 
this woman was deſcended) and the other 
ſix nations: which prohibition was intend-" 
ed both as a puniſnment to thoſe people, 
for the enormous ſins they were guilty of. 
and as a guard to keep the Jews from being 


infected week" their idolatry. Now, ks our 


Lord 


* 
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Lord was upon all other occaſiong, a ſtrict. 
obſeryer. of the law, ſo He would not. be. 
thought to. have no regard to it upon this. 
He therefore ſuſpends his, mercy, towards 
this woman, until the may be ſaid even to, 


extort,, it from Him 3 until He could no | 


longer. refuſe.it to one, ho, with the blood. 


aof a Canaanite; had the faith and virtue of a 


true Iſraclite ; who was 4 daughter of Abra- 
ham, not according to the fleſb, but according 
tothe ſpirit; following the eps, ondi nen 


ee wn rode TIT H. 


- 77 Cy 7 


But 3 our Lord . ad Foy 


by to recommend Himſelf and his doctrine 
to the Jews, by ſhewing them that they were 


ſtill conſidered as the peculiar people of God. 
They were the children who were firſt: to be 
filled, who were to have the firſt tenders of 
the Goſpel .mercies; and that the Gentiles 
were · only to have their leavings, to be fed 
with that meat which . ſhould remain after. 


they were ſatisfied, or, which they refuſed to 
eat. And this was agreeable, to the whole. 
tenor of God's dealings with that ungrateful 


and 
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and infatuated people. To them pertained f 
the adoption, and the promifes, and of whom,” 
ar concerning the fleſh, Chriff came. He was 
born, lived, and died amongft them. Judea 


was the ſcene both of his glory and his 


ſufferings; their eyes beheld the mighty 
works which He performed, and their ears 
heard the gractons words which procrrded out 
of his mouth ;" and- it was not till after his 
reſurrection, till they had ſtood out again 
this laſt and greateſt of his miraeles, that 


the Goſpel was preached unto the Gentiles. 


Accordingly we find Paul and Barnabas de- 
claring to the Jews (Acts xii. 46.) I was 
neceſſary that the w, of God" oN Jirf 
bave been ſpoken nnts you ; but feeeny you! por 


it from you, and judge your ſelves amworthy of 


everlaſting life, lo, we turn to tbe Gentiles: 
And therefore Chriſt mightaMo intend here- . 
by, to ſet forth this woman as à reproach to 
the Jews, for their unbelief and hardneſs 
of heart; for here they might fee a poor 
ſtranger; and a woman wo hat · been brought 
up 1 thoſe N Tre neither the law 

CW T1199, 0 9 NA 
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nor the prophets ill perſevering in ber 
ith and patience; and, though neglect- 
ed and deſpiſed, imploring his compaſſion; 
her ; and proftrating herſelf at thoſe feet, 
which, as it were, ſpurned her from them: 
Whereas they, the highly favoured of God 
above all the nations of the earth, and diſ- 


tinguiſhed by particular privileges and the 


moiſt; extraordinary mercies, were always, as 
their own prophets 'teftify, a firf-neched and 
rebellious generation always murmuting and 
complaining, and every now.and then falling 


away into the groſſeſt idolatry. Not the 


maſt tender and mdulgent parent cold thew 
more cancern for his moſt beloved child, 
than Chriſt did for that people; and yet, 
inſtead of the returns He might juſtly have 
expected from them, e met with the moſt 
cruel uſage ; they were. ever abuſing and re- 
viting-Him, and at laſt became his mur- 
derers. - It is therefore, I fay, highly pro- 


bable, that our Lord defigned to ſet forth 
this Canaanite as a contraft to their angrati- 


ny For 1 deipiſed 
ſtranger, 


* 
: & 4 
ad 0 * 
Pn * © 91 2 . 
y | 7 F \ PX 
. 
6 *. dd 6d. 
* - Ms. * 1 
2 


9 


. 
. 
* * — * — 1 m. 2 . 
— Rn at = — — — A — ; £- - 4 
= .% o 4 « = £Y a 
N * 22 4 p : 3G 5 a , 8 = * * — 
2 o | * - T4 k 5 FOE # | 2 - LW — 1 * 2 2 's ww ” -< . - * p = — * 
8 N L 2 2 "on 2 . , — * 8 2 
2 - 4 V7 2 " = — 4 $* * 


2 : 
” q 
— — a 
- 
* 5 £7 
2 '% : 


906 S E R M O. Nz . 


ſtranger, which war . to. be . no, - ans 
e er Neis tis 45 1 Sag $54. 


| . -. o 
4 j 


eaten. ef ** $ Inne © | 4's. $408. 8 's 2 £192 . g 


Laſtly, en Lofd might extend his views 
— farther: than to the ſingle people of 
the Jews, even to all thaſe who ſhould af- 
terwards become his diſciples; inſtructing 
them, by this example, in thoſe virtues and 
qualifications which are requiſite to make 
them, and their addreſſes to the Almighty, 
well pleaſing; in his fight. For from hence 
we may learn, how neceſſary it is to continue 
inſtant in prayer. That the more importu- 
nate we are, the more likely we are to ob- 
tain our requeſts. That we ſhould not grow 
impatient, or deſponding, if God does not 
immediately anſwer our petitions; but 
meekly renew our addreſſes to Him with the 
greater earneſtneſs and fervency, firinly truſt- 
ing in his goodneſs,” that He will ſtill be 
gracious unto us; and that He only delays 
to anſwer us, in order to ſerve ſome bene 
volent purpoſe towards ourſelves or others. 
For thus we ſee in the caſe before us: the 
OG * with which our Lord at firſt 
6409 | received 


* * - 
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to make her virtue and merit more iMHuſtri- 
ous, and thereby intitle her to a greater te- 
ward ; and at the fame time likewiſe gavo a 
moſt uſeful leflon to the Jews, had they been 
ſo wiſe as to follow it. But, above all, we 
ſhould from hence be taught the abſolute 
neceſſity of humility, to the ſucceſs of our 
prayers and addrefles to the throne of grace ; 
there being nothing which recommends us 
more to God's favour, than the having a 

due ſenſe of our own unworthinefs. For as 


God refifteth the proud, fo He giveth gruce 


to the bumble. It was this Mn, vir- 
tue in the Canaanite, which ſo agreeably 
ſurpriged and vanquiſhed the Blefſed Jefus. 
When the abſolute denial He gave her, em- 


bittered by fo difguſting a reproach, Þ i 


not meet to take the children's bread, and 10 
caſt it unto dogs, had no other effect upon 


her, than to make her ſtill more meek and. 


humble, Trurb, Lord, yes the 4 ge eat of the 
crumbs which fall from their maſter's table; 
He could no longer hold out, but immedi- 


ately replies, O woman, great is thy faith, 


_ be 


received the woman's ſuit to Him, ſerved 


Have been conſidering. 
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be it unto thee even as tbou wilt. And her 
daughter was made whole from that very 


hour. Or as St. Mark relates it, (Mark vii. 
29.) for this ſaying, Go thy way, the devil is 
gone out of thy daughter. | 


And thus, I think, it ſufficiently appears, 
what were the real motives and intentions of 
our Lord in this proceeding ; and that they 
were entirely agreeable and conſiſtent with 
that wiſdom and goodneſs, which He ſo emi- 
nently diſplayed upon all other occaſions. _ 
For thus He not only moſt completely ma- 
nifeſted and rewarded the patience and con- 
ſtancy, the faith and humility of the wo- 
man who applied to Him, but at the ſame 
time obviated the objections, beſpoke the 
favour, and reproached the infidelity of the 
Jewiſh nation, as well as gave a very in- 
ſtructive leſſon to all . 


I ſhall c clude with a few reflections 
and es on the whole tranſaction we 


Fuel, 


* 
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Firſt, We ſhould, with grateful hearts, 
reflect, that by the merciful diſpenſation of 
the Goſpel, the terms of the compariſon 


here uſed, are moſt happily tranſpoſed in 


our favour. We Gentiles are become the 
children, and the Jews the dogs. We ſit 
down to the table, are fed with the word of 
truth, and partake of the choiceſt mercies 
of the Goſpel, whilſt they can only gather 
up the crumbs which fall under it; can only 
enjoy thoſe common favours and bleſſings, 
which the ordinary providence of God has 
ſcattered amongſt the reſt of mankind. 
Thus St. Paul (Epheſ. ii. 19.) ſpeaking to 
the Gentile converts, ſays, Now ye are no 
more ſtrangers and foreigners, but | fellow- 
citizens with the ſaints, and of the bouſhold 
of God. Let us then endeavour to act agtee- 
able to that honourable relation we now ſtand 
in by the Goſpel, by ſhewing forth all that 
fear and reverence, all that love and obedi- 


ence, which ſuch a Father moſt juſtly de- 


ſerves and demands of us; 1 e He caſt, us 


off, as He has done thoſe who 7 ſtood i in 


our place: or, to o uſe the reaſoning | of the 
; N H 2 ſame 
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10 SERMON V. 
ſame Apoſtle in another compariſon, (Rom. 


xi. 17, &c.) 1f ſome of the branches of the 


olrve-tree were broken off, and thou being a 
wild olrve-tree was grafted in; and if they, 
becauſe of unbelief, were broken off, and thou 


flandeft by. faith, be not high-minded, but fear. 


For if God ſpared not the natural. branches, 
take beed left He alſo ſpare not thee. 


2dly, We may obſerve, That that faith in 
the woman, which our Bleſſed Saviour ſo 
highly commended, and ſo amply rewarded, 
was not barely the faith ſhe profeſſed in his 
Meſſiahſhip and Divine miffion, that ſhe did 
ſufficiently when ſhe gave Him the title of 
the Son of David, implored his mercy, and 
worſhipped him ; and yet could obtain no 
anſwer from him ;-but it was a faith accom- 
pane wil patience, meekneſs, and humi- 
lity. Anf from hence we may learn, what 


is the nature of that faith which muſt juſ- 


tify us before God, and finally fave our 
fouls ; not a' ſolitary and unfruitful faith, 
but ſuch an one as is productive of all good 


an and attended by all the virtues and 


graces 
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graces of our chriſtian profeſſion. For as 


the body without the ſpirit is dead, bg * 
wirdour works 17 9 5 85 


! this leads us to a third 1 
viz. The inſignificancy of a mere outſide de- 


votion, or of how little value in the ſight of 
God are all the external figns of piety, if un» | 


accompanied with the proper affections and 
diſpoſitions. For here we ſee, that neither 


the acknowledgment of Chriſt's power and 


divinity, nor the imploring his mercy with 
loud and repeated cries; neither the bended 
knee, nor the loweſt proſtration, could draw 
2 favourable, or any anſwer at all from Him. 
For all theſe were no certain indications of 
a true internal piety : but when by the wo- 
man's moſt 'admirable and pertinent anſwer 
to that trying ſaying of our Lord's, I it not 
meet ts take the children's bread, and to caft ir 
unto dogs, the had undeniably proved” the 
true fpirit of the faith and piety by vhich 


ſhe was aRuated, [The - forthwith received 
crom our Lord as full and ſatis fhctory an an- 
7 70 to her petition, as even her own hopes 
25 H 3 and 
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and wiſhes could have dictated unto Him, 
Be. it unto thee, even as thou wilt. And thus 
it is we may account for the ill ſucceſs. both 
of our own, and other men's prayers. They 
are not offered up with faith, and . thoſe 
other holy diſpoſitions, which are requiſite 
to the acceptance of them with the Almigh- 
ty. We only draw near unto Him with our 
tips, ubilſt our hearts are far from Him; en- 
gaged in purſuits of a quite different nature, 
or immerſed in the thoughts of fin and fol- 
ly; and therefore no. wonder, in this caſe, 
we. of and receive not, becauſe we aſh am . 


| pe and laſtly, We may alure our- 
ſelves, that if we imitate the faith, and other 
virtues of the Canaanite, we ſhall meet with 
the ſame favour and compaſſion from the 
merciful Jeſus which ſhe did. We cannot, 
indeed, come to: Him with her petition, - 
Lord have mercy upon me, ny dqughter is 
grievouſly vexed with a devil; but we may all 
of us ſay unto. Him, Lord have mercy upon 
me, my ſoul is grieyouſly vexed with ſin, 
which. is the.worſt of * and which will 
prove 
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prove a much ſorer plague to our ſouls, than 


a whole legion of devils can be to the body; 


for theſe can only exerciſe their malice upon 


us for a ſhort time, but that will eternally 


vex and torment us. If, therefore, we ap- 


ply unto Chriſt for relief, with the faith and 
piety of this woman, the ſame gracious an- 
ſwer will be given unto us, as was unto her, 
Be it unto thee, even as thou wilt, andour ſouls 
ſhall be made whole from that very hour. 


To conclude. Let not the faith of a 
Heathen be a reproach unto us Chriſtians, as 
it was unto the Jews.—Let us well conſider 
the much ſtronger obligations we are under, 
both to believe and practiſe our holy religi- 
on ; and that if under all the advantages we 
enjoy of greater light in the knowledge of 
our duty, and greater encouragements to the 
performance of it, we ſtill continue infidels, 
either in ſpeculation or practice, this woman 
ſhall riſe up in the judgment againſt us, and 
condemn us; and that it ſhall be more talera- 
ble is that day for a poor unenlightened 

i H 4 Heathen, 


IF WES 


* 5 — 5 184 
— 2 . n —— . * n 1 r 


* 


* 


* 1 1 r 4 FL 
I} R 
5 I * 9 
- 
* 
* 
- 


: 


1% SERMON v. 
Heltheh, than for us. God grant that none 
of us may find it ſo, but that we may all of 

us make ſueh an uſt of the means of grace 

afforded us here, that we may not forfeit our 
opes of glory hercafter. 
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Jefus. faith unto bim, # if I will that be tarry N 
all I come, what ts E to thee f Fallou 
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LL knowiedge which may promote _— 
our own, or other men's happineſs, 25 
or may condace to the improvement, or or- 
nament of our natures, is certainly a very | 
laudable object of our purſuit, highly wor- | „ 
thy of us; and diſtiaguiſſes us from the | 


brute part of the creation, who are guided = 
vnly by ſuch appetites and affeftions, as are 35 
neceſſary to their preſervation, and tht con- =_ 
tinuance of their ſpecies: but a deſire to be „ 
informed of ſuch truths as a0 ways concern MR | 95 


us, 


um. "mn" — 
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us, or are improper ſubjects of our inqui- 
ries, and can ſerve no other purpoſe, but to 
gratify an idle curioſity, is a mark of a 
ſhallow judgment, and a trifling under- 


. ſtanding, and takes us off from what is of 


infinitely more conſequence to us. Such 


was that of St. Peter in the text. St. John 


was Chriſt's beloved diſciple, and, as it ge- 
nerally happens, that a favourite with his 
maſter, is not ſo with his fellow- ſervants, 
but rather an object of their envy and ill- 
will; and as there is reaſon to think that 
the ſame prejudices prevailed amengſt the 
other diſciples, with regard to St. John, ſo 
we may. ſuppoſe, that when St. Pefer, upon 
Chriſt's ordering him to follow him, turned 
about, and ſeeing St. Fohn, faith unto; Jeſus, 
Lord, and what ſhall this man do? What 


employment doſt thou deſign for him? And 


how doſt thou intend to diſpoſe of him? 
He does not mean to expreſs a with that St. 
John might be diſtinguiſhed from the other 
diſciples, by ſome new and peculiar marks 
of favour, but rather a diſſatis faction at his 


having already been ſo diſtinguiſned and a 


deſire 
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ackire to know whether, and how far, he 


would be ſo for the future: but our Lord, 
inſtead of gratifying his curioſity, reproves 
his impertinence, by telling him, F I will 
that he tarry till I come, that he continue in 
this world till my ſecond. coming, what is 
that to thee 2. Only mind thy own buſineſs; 
do as thou art bid, and follow thou me, My 
deſign is from hence to vindicate and illuſ- 
trate the rebuke here given by Chriſt to St. 


Peter, by producing ſimilar inſtances, in 


which men are as unneceſſarily curious and 


inquiſitive after What is of no concern to 


them, and which God has hon ** to 
conceal from them. | ; 


And the feſt great ſubje& of our doubts 
and enquiries, is the diſpenſations of God's 
_ providence, with regard to others and our- 
ſelves. Now there is one ſhort and ſelf- 
evident principle, which muſt ſatisfy us in 
all our doubts about them; which is this, 
that an infinitely wiſe, juſt, and good God, 
muſt, notwithſtanding all appearances to the 


TIP do what, upon the whole, is right, | 


beſt, 
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beſt, and fitteſt to be done; or, as it is well 
expreſſed; whatever ic, 23 right. Is right, 


not abſtractedly in itſelf, but when con- 


ſidered and compared with all its dependen- 
cies, connexions, and confequences. Thus 
that an innocent perſon ſhould ſuffer, or be 
made miſerable, if we ſtop here, and go no 

farther, is certainly inconſiſtent with all our 
notions of the divine wiſd6m and goodneſs ; 
but that ſuch an one ſhould only be made 
miſerable for a time, in order to his obtain - 
ing a greater degree of happineſs, or only 
to prevent his being much more miſerable 
afterwards, all our complaints againſt Pro- 
vidence muſt be turned into praiſe and ado- 
ration; much more, if it ſhould be found, 
that the ſufferinps of one innocent man, had 
contributed, not only to his own happineſs, 


but to that of many others alſo. | Even in 


this world, the meaſares and proceedings of 
the beſt and wiſeſt governments, often ap- 
pear unacoountable to us, for want of kh 
ing the real grounds and extent of chem; 


_ which, after we have been made acquainted 


be | 
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the wiſdom which concerted them. Is it 
then at all to be wondered at, that in God's 
government of the world, through all its 
ſucceſſive periods, from the creation to the 
diſſolution of all things, many of his diſpenſa- 
tions ſhould appear myſterious and unaccount- 
able to us, as we can only ſee the minuteſt 
partof a moſt complicated and extenſive plan, 
And do we not ſometimes in the opening, 
progreſs, or winding up of his meaſures to- 
wards man, find occaſion to adore the wiſ- 
dom and-goodneſs which we before denied, 
or doubted of? The hiſtory of Joſeph, in 
the Old Teſtament, exhibits to us 4 beauti- 


ful picture of Providence, and of its deal- 


ings with the childreii of men. Thus who 
that beheld him in any one of the ſcenes of 
his diſtreſs, in the pit into which he had 
been thrown by his envious and unnatural 


by a cruel and lipgering death, even that of 
famine, — when a falſe accuſation had been 


brought againſt him by kis maſter's wife, 


only becauſe he would not, by complying 
— be falſe te 8 Kind maſter 


1414 who 


brethren, and there left by them to periſh + 
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who had put ſuch confidence in him, nor 
commit ſo great a wickedneſs and fin againſt 
God); and when, in conſequence of this, he 
was confined to a cloſe impriſonment, with- 
out any hopes of being releaſed from it ;— 
who, I fay, could help regretting, that fo 
much virtue and innocence were -not able 
to preſerve him from ſuch dreadful evils, 
and pronouncing him forſaken both ef God 
and man? And yet we find, that all theſe 
unmerited-ſufferings ended in his own exal- 
tation to the higheſt honours, and the pre- 
ſervation of his father, and the whole fa- 
mily, from periſhing by the ſame. death 
which his brethren had intended to inflict 
upon him; who, when he made ' himſelf 
known unto them, inſtead : of reproaching 
them with their cruelty, comforts, and even 
_ apologizes for them. Be not, ſays he, grieved 
nor angry with your ſelves, for it was not you 
that ſent me hither, but God, who ſent me be- 
fore you, to preſerve you 4 poſterity in the 
earth, and to ſave your lives by a | great 


\ deliverance. And haye we not many of us, 
in the courſe of our lives, repined and mur- 
mured 
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mured at God's dealings with us, as too ſe- 
vere and galling, when we haye afterwards 
been convinced that they have been real bleſ- 
ſings to us, by preſerving. us from much 
greater calamities, or procuring us comforts 


and advantages which we could not other- 


wiſe have obtained? But though. all our 


doubts about. the ways of God's providence 


ſhould never be cleared up in this world, 


vet we Chriſtians muſt know, that in the 


next, when God ſhall have finally cloſed the 
whole ſcheme and plan of his government 


on earth; that all our doubts will be loſt in 


a full conviction of the wiſdom, juſtice, and 
goodneſs of all his proceedings; and that as 
then all accounts will be ſettled betwixt God 
and his creatures, and the happineſs or miſery 
which each man has enjoyed or ſuffered, ſet 


one againſt the other, and the full balance 


allowed to every man, all Bis judgments will 


appear as clear as the light, and his dealings = 


with, ourſelves and others as ,the noon day. 
What then are all ſuch matters to us, in our 


| preſent ſtate? Make no fruitleſs enquiries 


alter, them, but leaye! them entirely in his 
* | hands, 
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hands, who will certainly do what is right 
and beſt. What, therefore, this or that 
man ſhall do, how God intends to deal with 
either of them, is nothing to thee; to their 
own maſter they Aland on fall. All that thou 
haſt to do is, to attend to the one thing 
needfut.—Follow thy Saviour and Redeem- 
er.—Be his faithful faldier and ſervant to 
hy life's end, and depend upon it, he will 
make all things work together for thy good, 
and will be thy NY great reward, 


Abc great ſubject of our needleſs and 
improper enquiries, principally relates to 
ourſelves, and our ſolleĩtude about the things 
of this life; ſuch as an eager purſuit after 
riches and honours, an exceſſive dread of po- 
verty and contempt, or an over- anxious eon- 
cern for the ſucceſs of our own ſchemes and 
undertakings; all which are highly impro- 
per to take up the whole time and thoughts 
of a Chriſtian, or even to be the principal 
and fayourite employments of them, being 
inconſiſtent with his duty, end unworthy his 
profeſſion. For this ſhews that the love of 
the 


SERMON vr. 113 
ke world has taken a mucli dee pet rbot in 


Kis Heart; than the love of Goc; ahd that 


he difttuſts' that Providence weh hdg pro- 


miſed never to leave nor forſake Him, but to 


continue to him all the neceſfarſer and com 

forts of life,” provided he ddes in the rf 
place, in preference to every thing elſe, ee 
the linguinrof Grd and bis righteouſneſs. We 
ſhalt conſider* farther,” that though riches, 
Honours, and profperity do ſometimes prove 
real Blefſings to their owners, by enabling 
them to promote mote effectually the cauſe 
of virtue and religion, and to be more ex- 
tenfively benevolent t6their fellow-creatures, 


yet it is way of oftener found that they ry 


fron; wy Weste f luxury and 5 


bauchbry⸗ and tlie rot of many foeltn and 


hurtful luſts; ſo' that At we covet Aüd pur-" 
ſue ſo eagerly, may, for aught * EDO, 
prove a eurfe to dB and Had much be tter be 
left entirely to His. gböd will "ana" pleaſure, 
wh *alotie ks whit is Weſt 76 us, af 5a 
what's mbre Iikectyco imp Yove. "our virtue, 


| ani? pt * 
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. Secondly, As our Lord reproves the im- 


pertinent curioſity of his ather diſciples, in 


their defiring to know how he intended to 
deaf with St. John; and particularly, whether 
he was to be diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of 
them by ſome peculiar privilege ; ſo are we 
no leſs blameable when we too inquiſitiyely 
pry. into. the ſecrets of God's. providence, 
with regard to other men, and perplex our- 
ſelves with the conjectures of the good or 
evil that is likely to befal them. For what: 
is that to thee ? It is no concern of thine. 
God, you may depend upon it, will deal 
with them, as to him ſeemeth good, and 
without conſulting or acquainting thee with 
his intentions: only be thou ſure to follow 
Him and his moſt holy laws, and, whateyer 
happens to others, it ſhall ſurely be well with 
Fhee, and happy thou * be. 


For the fame reaſon, we Gould not, 2dly, 
Be over anxious about the time of our own. 


deceaſe, and how long it is our Maker's in- 


tention we ſhould tarry here ; for though a 
defire to live is a very al and neceſſary 


9 0 —— 
* 
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one; and it is our duty to uſe all proper. 1M 
means to preſerve and prolong our lives, yet 7 
as it has pleaſed God, for good and wiſe rea- 3 
ſons, and in great mercy to us, to conceal % 
from us the preciſe time of our departure | 5 
hence, it does not become us to employ our 1 
thoughts and enquiries about it. That it ir 1 
appointed unto men once to die, is the moſt 1 
awful and important reflection which can * 2 


poſſeſs the mind of man, and which indeed 
ſhould never be long out of it, fince by this | 8. 
means our lat enemy will become leſs and | 1 
leſs formidable te us; and we ſhall be leſs = 
affected with any alarm of his approach, 1 


however ſudden and unexpected, eſpecially ; 
if we obſerye St. Paul's direction of dying % 
daily; or ſpending each day with the ſame by 
caution, and taking beed to our ways, as if £ p 
it was to be our laſt. _ n 3 

And this leads me to a fourth improper 9 
ſubject of enquiries, vis. What is the par- N 


ticular nature of that happineſs Which we 1 

ſhall enjoy in the next world, and in What | 

manner we ſhall ſpend an eternity! For ſince 
K Bot e een 


God has been pleaſed to conceal this matter 
from us, as well as the very day and hour 
of our death, ve ſhould reſt contented with 
tkoſe general decharations we meet with in 
Scripture about it. Such as theſe. That in 
that bleſſed ſtate Cher ſhall le na more death, 
nd more forrow, nor pain, but a'fulneſs of 
jah, and pleaſi ures which fall laft: for eVEr = 
more, That eye hath»not. ſeen, nor ear-beard, 
neither has it entered. into the heart of man to 
conceive, the things which God hath prepared 
for thoſe that love Him, That Chrift ſhall 
| change our vile body, that it may be faſhioned 
like unto his glorious body. That we ſhall be 
as the angels which are in heaven, and for 
ever be with the Lord. And, in order to 
raiſe our ideas of our future happineſs, 
it-is repreſented to us under ſueh images and 
metaphors, as are taken from the things 
moſt highly eſteemed on earth; ſuch as a 
treaſure, an inberitance undefiled and that 
fadeth not away, a- crown and a- kingdom. 
It is therefore enough for us to be aſſured, 
that he who made and faſhioned us, cannot 
but know what will make us compleatly 
| happy 


. % 
__, - CS as 
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happy in every ſtage, und through every 
period of our exiſtence; and that as He 
has promiſed to make as fo, He certainly 
will be as good as His word. We may 
therefore reſt fully ſatisfied, that the Joys 
of heaven, whatever may be the parti- 
onlar nature of them, will be perfectly fuit- 
able to our glorified ſtate; When this core 


ruptible ſhall have put on mcorruption, and 


this mortal ſball have put on immortality; 
and ſuch as we ſhall always partake of ' with: 
an unabated delight and ſatisfaction, conti- 


nually heightened by the tranſporting re- 
flection that they can never, no, never have. 


an end. There is, however, a pleafing hope 
and fond expectation, which is often enter- 
tained by the ſerious and affectionate chriſ- 
tian, that, in our future ſtate of bleſſedneſs, 
we ſhall know and be made known to our 


before us; and for ever enjoy their ſociety. 
For though->there are ſome intimations in 
ſcripture, which ſeem to favour this opinion, 
and ĩt would -vertainly add to our happineſt 
to haye them partakers vf it, yet as there 


13 Bhs are 


deareſt friends and relations which are gone 
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are no expreſs declarations in ſcripture to 
this purpoſe, and all our notices and infor- 
mations about our future tate can come from 
thence only; and there is ſome reaſon to 
doubt, whether, as we and our friends may 
hereafter be in very different ſituations, their 


abſence from the place we are in, may not 
be as great a drawback upon our happineſs, 


as their preſence with us would be an acceſ- 


ſion to it: unleſs we ſuppoſe, that our ſouls 
will then be entirely diveſted of all thoſe af- 
fections which ariſe from the preſent infir« 
mity of our natures, and be advanced to 
higher degrees of perfection, and approach 
much nearer to that of God himſelf; ſo 
that as He would have all men to be 
ſaved and be happy, and has provided 
them with the means of being actually ſo, 
yet if by refuſing to uſe thoſe means, they 
bring eternal miſery upon themſelves, their 
folly can give him no ſort of pain or uneaſi- 
neſs, but He ſtill continues infinitely happy 
in himſelf. In like manner if upon our 
attaining the joys of heaven, we ſhould find 
that ſome of thoſe who were deareſt to us in 

this 
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Yhis world are in the place of torment; 
though we could not but wiſh that they, 
like us, had been wiſe unto ſalvation, yet it 
is a wiſh only that will be attended with no 
diminution of our own happinefs, as we 
(hall entirely acquieſce in the juſtice of God's 
dealings with them, and be filled with a 
continual and grateful ſenſe of his grace and 
mercy to us. However, as all theſe are only 
ſpecnlations of our own, grounded upon no 


clear and explicit declarations of the word 


of God, it is much better to leave this 
whole matter to his wiſdom and goodnefs, 


who, we may depend upon it, will either 


grant. or deny us this knowledge of our 
friends in-the other world, as He ſees moſt 
proper for US, and moſt conducive, to our 
EOS. WY ABA 


Inſtead, OW of benen aver 
with ſuch fruitleſs enquiries after the parti- 
culars of which our — happineſs ſhall 
Conſiſt, itmuch more becomes and concerns 
us to conſider well, and often, whiat ' grouncs 


we have t hope, that we ſhall be partakery 
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and have nothing elſe to anſwer for hut the 
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of that happineſs; and that if chis night 


God ſhould require. our | ſauls of 18, wN gan 


depart in peace, and with the comfortable 


aſſurancę of entering into 4's joy; which is 


to be had, not ag ſame enthuſiaſts would 
perſuade us, from I know not what feelings, 
or rather fancies of qur own, but (from 
whence alone it can be had) from the word 
of God; where the terms of grace and mercy 
offered unto us through Chriſt, are expreſſed 
ſo clearly, that we cannot miſapprehend 
them, even in two ſhort words, Faith and 
Repentance, So that we haye nothing more 
to do, than to give our conſciences a fair 
hearing, and they will honeſtly tell us how 
all accounts ſtand: betwixt God and our ſouls 
—Whether we haye, that faith, that truſt 
and confidence in our Redeemer, which are 
required from us.—Whether we haye en- 
tirely forſaken and amended aur former fins, 


common and. unayoidable infirmities of our 
nature. This is the -anly ſure method wa 
can take to be aflured. of the ſtrength or 
weakneſs of gur * to Ls —_ 4 
| W 1c 
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which we cannot be deceived, but by our 
wiſhing and defiring tobe ©. 


I fhallcanclude: this diſcourſe with an ob- 
ſervation on the different characters of St. 


Peter and St. John, and the different marks 


of fayour they received from their Mafter, 
The former appears to have been of a very 
warm and affectionate giſpoſition, glad of an 
opportunity of diſtinguiſhing himſelf from 
his fellow-difciples by the forwardneſs of 


his zeal, and warutb of his profeſſions : but 


as men of this complexjon are generally 
poſſeſſed by too high an opinion of them- 
ſelves, and their on ſteadineſs, they are 
apt, for want of a proper calmneſs and cau- 
tion, to be ſurprized by any unexpected e- 


mergency, to be thrown off their guard, 


and hurried into very groſs inconſiſtencies. 
Thus we find, that though St. Peter did, 


upon ſome occaſions, receive the higheſt 


commendations from his Maſter, Tor his 
frank and generous profeſſions of his belief 
af Chriſt's Meſſiahſhip, ſo upon others he 
waz es ſeyercly reproved fur his timidity and 
LY want 
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want of faith. Nay, when our Lord, juſt 


before his being betrayed, and delivered into 
the hands of his enemies, had forewarned 
Peter, that before that day was gone, even in 
that night, before the cock crow twice thou 


alt deny me thrice; and Peter had anſwered 
the more vehemently, 1f T ſhould die with thee, I 


vill not deny thee in any wiſe ; yet behold, that 


very night, according to Chriſt's prediction, 


before the cock crowed twice did he thrice 
deny him, and with oaths and curſes abjure 


all knowledge of him. Whereas St. John's 


character was entirely uniform and conſiſt- 


ent — without any extraordinary flights af 


zeal — conſtantly attending upon, and at- 
tached to his Maſter ; — ſteadily walking on 
in the path of duty, without ever deviating 
from it; at leaſt there is none upon record: 
and there is good reaſon to think this was 
really the caſe, from the continual marks of 
favour and affection he received from our 
Lord during the whole courſe of his miniſ- 
try, and from his recommending his mother 
to St. John's care and protection when He 
was expiring upon the croſs, For we can- 
pi. not 
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not ſuppoſe that Chriſt choſe his favourites 
as men do theirs, from mere whim and ca- 
price, without any regard to their real worth 
and character; and therefore that St. John 
was his moſt beloved diſciple, becauſe 0 
was the moſt . of his _ 7” 
From 180 we may infer the following 
concluſions: — That an actual and uniform 
attendance to our ef oe is far more actepta- 
ble in the ſight of God, than the moſt flam- 
ing zeal, the moſt emphatical profeſſions of 
our love, or even a faith that could remove 
mountains, when they break out into thoſe 
exceſſes as are the uſual attendants upon ſuch. 
violent and extraordinary emotions. — That 
an humble acquieſcence in what God has 
clearly revealed to us, is much more com- 
mendable than curious enquiries into what 
He has thought fit to conceal from us; and 
that from the example of St. Peter, we 
ſhould learn not to be over-confident of our 
own ſtrength and ſteadineſs, but, with a mo- 
deſt and humble ſenſe of our own frailty, to 
beg of God a continual ſupply of his grace, 
1 that 


124 SERMON: wi: 


that we may be enabled to paſs innocently 
and ſafely through all the changes an chances 


. of this mortal liſe, and that He would not 
forfer us to be tempted above that we are able, 


but with the temptation alſo make @ way for 
our eſcape. Be it then our fixed reſolution 
to follow Chriſt, whenever or wherever He 
calls us. Never to be aſhamed of Him and 


| bis words, but to glory in our profeſſion, 


and to count all things but boſs for the excel- 
lency of the knowledge of Chrift Jeſus our 
Lord. Let us follow Him as far as the in- 
firmity of our nature will allow us, in the 
holineſs of his life, in his patience and hu- 
mility, in univerſal love and charity, in mor- 
tification and ſelf-denial, and in a perſever- 
ance in all other Chriſtian virtues to the end 
of our days. And if we thus follow Chriſt 
in this world, we may humbly hope and truſt: 
that we ſhall never be ſeparated from him in 
the next; but that where He is, there we 


ſhall ever be, in * and n ever- 
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And wher He was come. near, He beheld. the. 
city, and wept over it, ins. If thou Bd 23 
Lnoun, even thou, at leaſt in this thy. day. 
the things which belong unto thy peace {. but ; 
now. they. are bid from thine On 


H Is is one of the many paſſages in 
the life of our bleſſed Lord, which 
ſnewy the great goodneſs of his heart; and 
his tender feelings for the miſeries of others; 
and how widely diſtant the ſpirit of the 
Goſpel is from that of the callous Stoic, 
who, in equipping his wiſe man, has ſtri 
him of his humanity, and made him proof 
n all the impreſſions of pity and com- 
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paſſion. For here we ſec Chriſt lamenting 
over the approaching deſtruction of a city, 
which had treated Him with the greateſt 
perfidy and ingkatitude. It is ſaid, that, 
when be was come near it, ſo as to command 
the view of the whole place, He beheld it; 
he for ſome time fixed his eyes on it with a 
melancholy Glence, ſadly refleting the day 
was not far off, when, of all thoſe fair and 
ſtately buildings, no, not of the temple itſelf, 
there ſhould not be left one flone upon another. 
He wept over it, and broke out into this 
affectionate expoſtulation: : If thou bhadſt 
known, even thou, at leaft in this thy day, the 
things which belong unto thy peace ! but now 
they are bid from thine eyes. O that thou 
hadſt been ſo wiſe as to have conſidered, as 

thou ſhouldſt have done, thy condition, 

thou once happy and highly favoured city! 

hadſt thou but, even in this thy extremity, - 

when God has made | thee the laſt offers of 

his grace and mercy, been ſo wiſe as to have 
conſulted thy real peace and happineſs ! but, 
alas! it is too late, They are how hid from 
thine eyes. God as withdrawn all the 


means 


. 
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means of thy ſalvation, and has irreverſibly 
decreed thy deſtruction. 


But I chuſe to conſider the words in ano- 
ther light, viz. not as addreſſed to the Jew, 
or any particular nation, but as they ate ca- 
pable of being applied to every hardened and 
unrelenting ſinner, F thou badſt known, even 
thou, in this thy day, &c. and from them. 
ſo applied, ſhall draw theſe two general pro- 


poſitions, which ſhall be the ſubject of the 
following diſcourſe. 


Firſt, That God has afforded to every 
man a day of grace, or ſufficient means and 
opportunity to work out his ſalvation, and 
do the things which * unto his n 


e That there is a time, even i 
this life, when theſe things ſhall be hid 
from men's eyes; when it will be impoſſi - 
ble for the ſinner to repent and be ſaved. 


. Firſt, That God has afforded to every man 
the means of ſalvation ; or, in other words, 
| that 
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that: He requites nothing of any mau but 
what He has given him ſufficient abilities to 
perform, is one of the plaineſt truths which 
either reaſon” or- revelation teaches. For 
cither this is true, or all our natural and 
beſt- founded notions of the divine attributes 
are falſe. He cannot be that infinitely holy, 
juſt, and good Being, which our beſt in- 
formed reaſon aſſures us He is; which his 
own moſt holy word declares Him te be, 
and which our o ſenſes ſo ſttongly exhi- 
bit to us in the works of the creation- A* 
cruel tyrant may aſk for brick where he gave 
no ſtruw; but an infinitely juſt and good 
God can never demand the end; where He 
has denied the means; or eternally puniſni 
men, for their not having done impoſſihili- 
ties. But we are not left to draw this doc- 
trine only from the deductions of reaſbn, 
Clear and evident as they are, it is moreb- 
ver plainly and fully delivered in the holy 
ſcriptures. For what ſenſe can there be in 
that ſolemn declaration of the Almighty in 
the Old Teſtament, A, I Hive; faith the 
Lord, I bave no pleaſure in the death ef the 
73 | | finner, 
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finner, but rather that be ſhould repent and 
live. Or how muſt we underſtand thoſe 
equivalent aſſertions in the New, That He 
would have all min to be ſaved; that He is 
not willing that any ſhould periſh, but that 


all ſhould tome to repentance, if He has de- 


nied to any the neceſſary means of ſalvation? 
Thus our Lord's lamentation over Jeruſa- 
lem in my text, would have been only a ſo- 
lemn piece of mockery, if God had not af- 
forded the Jews ſufficient opportunities of 
| repentance. And with regard to mankind 
in general, it would be very ſtrange if God, 
who has made ſuch an ample proviſian far 
our bodies, and our comfortable abode here, 
ſhould leave the far nobler part of us, our 
ſoul,” quite deſtitute and friendleſs; that He 


ſhould ſtand by, like an unconcerned ſpear 


tor, and ſee it overwhelmed with temptati- 
ons, and ſtruggling with its follies, without 
reaching forth to it his kind and aſſiſting 
hand. 5s 


It is true, God does not think fit to be- 
ſtow an equal portion of his grace upon all 
. . men; 
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men; ſome are endowed with extraordinary 


gifts, who (as St. Paul and others) are ſe- 
parated from their mother's womb for the 
ſervice and honour of their Maker: But 
then as more is committed to theſe men, ſo 
more will be required from them; and 
though ſome have greater, and others leſs, 
yet there is no man but what has ſufficient 
means afforded him of working out his ſal- 
vation with; and as it happened to the Iſ- 
raelites, when they were fed with manna in 
the wilderneſs, that he that gathered much 
had nothing over, and he that gathered lit- 
tle had no lack, ſo may it be ſaid of this 
other heavenly food, the grace of God, that 
he that has the moſt! of it has not more 
than he has occaſion for, and he that has 
the leaſt has as much as he wants. For God 
might as well have denied a man any means 
of grace at all, as have granted him ſach as 
were abſolutely inſufficient; as it would be 
no more injuſtice to puniſh a man for his 
inactivity, who had neither hands nor feet, 
than to puniſh'/him who had both, for not 
"_ the work of a horſe, with the ſtrength 

| only 
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only of a man. If then the judge of all the 


earth muſt do the thing that is tight, we 


may be affured of this, as an undoubted 
truth, that in all ages, and under all diſpen- 
fations, God has afforded to every man ſuch 
a portion of his grace, as was ſufficient to 
enable them, with their own fincete endea- 
yours, to perform the ſeveral duties and ſer- 


vices which He expected from each of them, 


and that the benefits of the great atonement 
made by Chriſt, may, by his infinite mer- 
cy, be extended to thoſe, who, without any 
fault of their own, nevet heard the glad 
tidings of ſalvation. ' God calls himſelf the 
Saviour of all men, and Chriſt is ſaid to 
have died for the whole world ; whence it 


follows, not indeed that all men ſhall ac- 
tually be ſaved, but certainly that all men 


are capable of being fo, otherwiſe God is 


the Saviour only of a few, and Chtiſt is d 


in vain. 


89 2 
* 


But, ſecondly, As there is a diy of grace 
to every man, ſo 1s there likewiſe a day of 


wrath, when it will be impoſſible for the 
* K 2 ſinner 


n 
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ſinner to repent and be ſaved when the 
things belonging to his peace ſhall be hid 
from his eyes. That without the grace of 
God co-operating with our endeavours, it 18 
impoſſible for any man to repent as he 
ought, is a doctrine, which a ſerious reflec- 
tion on the fad corruption of human nature 
ſuggeſts to us as highly probable, but which 
revelation has ſo fully ſet forth, as to leave 
us no room to doubt about it. Without me 
ſays our Lord, (John xv. 5. ) ye. can do no- 
thing. St. Paul tells us, That it is God: who 
worketh in us bath to will and to do of bis 
good plegſure, (Phil. ii. 13.) and in another 
place, ſpeaking of thoſe who oppoſe the 
truth, 1}, ſays he, peradventure Gad will 
give them repentance. So that we ſee re- 
pentance is the gift of God as well as par- 
don, The meaning of which is not, that 
God will act upon our minds with an irre- 
ſiſtible force, whilſt we ourſelves are en- 
tirely paſſi ve in the work of our converſion ; 
for this is contrary to the whole tenor of 
ſcripture, as well as as inconſiſient with our 


natural notions of the Deity, hut only that 
He. 
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He will, by the gracious affiſtance of his 
bleſſed Spirit, render our ſincere, but i im- 
perfect endeavours, effectual to our conyer- 
ſion. Without him, indeed, we can do no- . 
thing; nothing that can merit our pardon; | | : 
but it is as true that He will do nothing for 
us, unleſs we firſt do ſomething for our-. 
ſelves. We muſt firſt be fincerely diſpoſed 
to do our beſt, to make the moſt we can of - 
the natural powers, He has given us, in re- 
conciling ourſelves to Him, and then we 
need not fear but He will ſupply all that is 
wanting on our part towards perfecting our 
repentance. From hence appears the real 
— truth and propristy of that ſeeming incon- 
© fiſtency in St. Paul's reaſoning, (Phil. ii 
12, 13.) Work out your own ſalvation” — 1 
fear and tremblins ng, for it 1s God who wor- 
eth in you both to will and to do of his good. 
pleaſure. For it is no more than if He had 
faid, Do all ye can towards your ſalvation, 
for then 1355 may be dure God will do the 
reſt. 
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And from hence alſo it is evident, that 
there i is a time, even in this life, when it 
will be impoſſible for the ſinner to repent, ä 


and be ſaved; and this, upon account bath 


of what is to Fx done by ourſelves, and what 
by God towards our converſion. By a con- 
tinued and unreſtrained courſe of wickedneſs, 
ſuch a-thorough change may be made in our 
nature, that we may be transformed into 
brutes. and monſters. Thus revenge and 
cruelty may have taken ſuch poſſeſſion of our 
hearts, or we may have indulged ourſelyes 
ſo long in filthineſs and lewdneſs, till we are 
tranſported with the malice of a fiend, or the 


wild and ungovernable luſt of a very beaſt. 


In general it may be affirmed of all evil 
habits, when once they have taken root in 
us, that they utterly diſable us for the work 
of repentance, Our underſtandings become 
ſo vitiated as to put darkneſs for light, and 
light for darkneſs, Our wills and inclina- | 
tions ſo debauched, as ta become the tools 
and ſlaves of every irregular appetite. Our 
affections ſo wedded to vice, as to make us 
inſenſible of all the charms of virtue, and 
2 8 5 * 
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all the allurements of godlineſs. Or laſtly, A 
our conſciences, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it = 
in a lively figure, may be ſeared with a. hot : 
iron; unaffected with the checks of ſhame, 
the alarms of fear, or the ſtings of guilt. 
In ſhort, the whole man may be ſo enſlaved, | 
and ſold under fin, ſo dead in treſpaſſes, that 
it may require the ſame Almighty power to ] 
rouſe him into a ſenſe of his condition, as 2 
to recall the dead from their graves. - But tho” 
God not only may, but has ſometimes actually 
exhibited ſuch a ſtupendous inſtance of his 
mercy, and therefore when we ſay it is im- 
poſſible for the ſinner to repent, we only 
mean it is ordinarily ſo, or according to the 4 
common courſe of things, yet we: may be 4 
ſure, that He does not work miracles-in the | 
moral world; any more than in the natural, | 
without the higheſt and moſt extraordinary 4 
reaſon ; and it would be the fame raſh pre- f 
ſumption to continue in ſin, upon a per- 
ſuaſion that God will certainly interpoſe his 
grace, and miraculouſly reclaim us, as it 
would be in a man to run upon certain death, | 
in the hope that God would immediately re- = 
We. K 4 ſtore \ 
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ſtops him to life, For what, groundhave we ; 


to erpect that He will work fuch a miracle 


on our behalf? Is it not much mare reaſon 
able to fear that He will wholly withdraw 
bis ſpirit from us, which we have for ſo long 
a time deſpiſed and rejected; and leave us to 
ourſelves in that diſmal ſtate to which our 
on obſtinacy has brought us! Nay, has 
He not declared that He will do ſo? We 
are required to ſeek the Lord, whilſt He 
may be found. For that there is a time, 
hen though we ſhould ſeek Him, He will 


not be found by us; and that becauſe He 
had formerly. called unto us, and r would 
not anſwer Him, He had ſtretched out his 


hand to us, and we would not regard it. 
We are aſſured that God's Spinit will not 
always ſtrive with man, but will after a 


proper forbearance, give up the wicked to a 


reprobate mind, to follow their π hearts 
luſts, and to walk in their own councils. 
There is indeed an accepted time, and a day 
of ſalvation, during which God doth freely 
offer his grace, and tendet his merey to us; 
but il we let this 9 vip, a diſmal night o 
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darkneſs and deſpair oometh, when no man 
can work; wen the things belonging to 


our peace (halt be hid from our eyes; when, 
as the Prophet ſpeaks;*we dall grops for the 


all lite the blind, and ſtumble at noon-day, 


ac in the nigle, and be in deſilate plarer as 
dead men ! The gates of heaven are, it is 
tłue, ever open to the fincere penitent; God 


having declared, that eme uer tbe wiched 


nan turnoth away from the wickedneſs be hath 


committed, and doath that which is lawful and 
rigbt, he ſhall ſave his foul alive. But it is no 
where faid, that any wicked man may turn 
and repent when he pleafes. He may, we 
ſee, bring himſelf into ſuch a-ſtate, that he 
cannot repent, without ſach an extraordi- 
nary interpoſition of divine grace, as + he *. 
no reaſon to expect. | — 
There is then to every man a certain time 
appointed, when he will be deprived of all 

the means of grace, unleſs he makes a due 
uſe of them before that time comes. Not 
a particular hour, day, or year; but is ſooner 


or n EY to the progreſs and pro- 


ficiency 
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Feiency of the ſinner, according as he makes 
more or leſs haſte to fill up the meaſure of 
his iniquities, to have his heart hardened, 
and his conſeience ſeared. 8 1 


And thus, I hope, it ſufficiently appears, 

how applicable this lamentation of our 
Lord oyer Jeruſalem is to every hardened 
finner, and that God obſerves the ſame mea 
ſures of juſtice towards all men, as He did 

to his own peculiar people, by firſt afford- 

ing them ſufficient means of grace, and then, 

after they have for ſome time abuſed theſe, 
entirely withdrawing all means from them, 


There are two very important reflections 
which the foregoing diſcourſe naturally ſug- 
geſts to us, and with which I ſhall conclude, 


Has, then, God vouchſafed a day of grace 
to every man? No man, then, ſhould too 
haſtily deſpair of mercy ; for though his day 
may be far ſpent, 'it may yet ſtill continue. 
There may be ſtill a Fwiligbt of grace, du- 
ring which, if he does but beſtir himſelf 

| with 
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with double diligence, he may finiſh' the 
work of his ſalvation before the night over- 
takes him. Tho buſineſs we have to do is 
of ſo momentous a nature, and the danger 
of miſcarrying in it ſo great, that it be- 
comes every man, how well qualified he may 
be for it, to work with fear and trembling ; 
but he who will not be perſuaded but that, 
let him do what he will, his labour will be 
in vain, both diſables himſelf from doing 
what is required on his part towards his 
converſion ; and, by being ſo injurious to the 
divine mercy, provokes God to deny him all 
the neceſſary help on his part; unleſs, per- 
haps, we may ſuppoſe that there may be 
ſome merit even in deſpair ; ſomething, at 
leaſt, which may move the compaſſion of an 
all-merciful God towards'a wretch, whoſe 
offence ariſeth from an exceſs of contrition . 
and humility. There cannot, indeed, be a 
more pitiable object than a. deſpairing ſin- 
ner; for what can be more ſo than the man 
who looks upon himſelf as accurſed of God, 
and irreverſibly decreed to damnation ; and 
yet eyen ſuch a ſtate is far preferable to that 
| * . 


14 5ER MON VII. 


of the obdurate and unrelenting ſihner, who 
is quite inſenſible of his danger. For de- 
ſpair arifes from a deep conviction of guilt 
and unworthinefs of pardon. It ſhews that 
the man has not yet loſt all his feeling; 
that he has ſtill a heart of fleſh, and a pe- | 
netrable conſcience; ſo that what is the 
cauſe of his miſery, may, by the goodneſs 
of God, become the cure of it too, Theſe 
defponding thoughts, as they are the laſt 
efforts of our departing virtue, may be the 
firſt acceſſes of a returning grace, and which 
have often proved effectual to a fincere re- 

pentance and thorough amendment, 4 55 


4 - - 
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But, ſecondly, Is there alſo a iy of wrath, 
a time when God will hide from our eyes 
the things belonging to our peace? From 
hence we may learn to avoid the other ex. 
treme of preſumption, or the continuing in 
ſin, on the confident hopes that God will 
certainly interpoſe his grace ſome time or 
other, and bring us to repentance. A reſo- 
lution of Which it is hard to'fay, whether 
the wickedneſs, or the weakneſs of it be 
'2 | ah | 
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greater. For who does not ſee the provoking 
malignity of a deliberate purpoſe to con- 
tinue in ſin till God ſhall think ft to take 
us out of it ?. And is it not. evident that the 
longer we continue in it, the leſs able we 
ſhall be of : ourſelves to get out of it? 
Every act of fin we commit makes a deep 
wound in our conſcience, and debilitates the 
mind for all holy purpoſes. Perhaps the 
next we commit may be the finiſhing blow, 
a mortal ſtab. Beſides, it is plain, the far- 
ther we are gone, and the greater is our 
proneneſs to evil, the greater degrees of di- 
vine grace are neceſſary to reclaim us. Now 
it is very unreaſonable to expect either that 
the greater, and the more eſtabliſhed is the 
dominion that fin has got over us, the better 


ſhall we be diſpoſed to repent and forſake it; 


or, that the more unworthy we render our- 
| ſelves of God's mercy, the more bountifully 
will He beſtow it upon us. And yet theſe 


are the grounds upon which every man muſt ' 
go, who wilfully and preſumptuouſly delays 


his repentance. The happy medium betwixt. 
theſe two extremes, is to uy hold of the pre- 
| ſent 
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ſent opportunity, with an humble confidence 
that our day of grace is not yet gone down; 
and, at the ſame time, with a religious fear, 


that if-we let this day paſs by us, we ſhall 
never have another. Behold; now is the ac- 


cepted time: Behold, now is the day of ſalva- 
tion. | | * 
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PS ALM xix. 12, 13. 


Who can underſtand his errors? Cleanſe thou 
me. from ſecret faults. Keep back thy ſer- 
vant alſa from preſumptuous fins, let them 


not have dominion over me. Then ſhall 1 


be. upright, and I ſhall be innocent Jrom 
the n ,. . 


HIS Pſalm is a ne at — 
hymn of praiſe and thankſgiving, 
which David offers up to the Moſt High 
God, on account of the two glorious mani- 
feſtations He had been pleaſed to make of 
himſelf in the creation of the world, and 


the revelation of his will to mankind. The 


heavens declare the glory of God, and the fir- 


mament 
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mament ſheweth his handy-work, (ver. 1.) i. e. 
Such is the order, beauty, and magnificence 
of the heavenly bodies, as plainly ſhew they 
could be the work of no other than the great- 
eſt, wiſeſt, and beſt of Beings. But, above 
all, how loudly does the ſun proclaim the 
peerleſs majeſty of its maker, which com- 
eth forth every morning with ſo much beauty 
and ſplendor, as a bridegroom cometh out 
of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a ſtrong 
man to run a race, going forth with ſuch an 
amazing vigour and activity from the utter- 
moſt part of heaven, to the end of it again. 
From the works of God, David proceeds to 
celebrate his word, and the law which He 
had given to his people for the regulation of 
their manners; deſcribing it as a ſure, evi- 
dent, and unerring rule of faith and prac- 
tice, that it tends to enlighten and ſanctify, 
to rejoice and comfort the heart, The law 
of the Lord, ſays he; is perfect, converting 
the ſoul, the teſtimony of the' Lord is ſure, 
making wiſe the Jomple. The ſtatutes 'of the 
Lord are right, rejoicingi the beart, the com- 
mandinent of the Lord i is pure, enlightning the 


eyes, 
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e, (Ver. 7, 8.) 'Poſſeſſed and actuated by 


goodneſs of the great God of heaven and 
earth, the Royal Pſalmiſt ĩs ſmit with a deep 
conviction of, his on and all men's vileneſs 
and ingratitude, and breaks forth into this 
expoſtulation; and yet, though God is thus 


who; amongſt all the ſons of men can un- 


derſtand his errors, or (as it is in the other 


tranſlation) ub can tell how often be offendeth? 
Behold, our ſins; are more in number than 
the bairi of our bead: and then humbly begs 
of God, that He would, bath:icleanſe and ab- 
ſolve: him from his ſecret faults, and alſo by 
his preventing grace keep him back from 
preſumptuous ſins; at leaſt, that he would 
be pleaſed, never. to ſuffer theſe latter to have 


the dominion over him, by eſtabliſhing. them- ; 


ſelves into fixed habits. Then, ſays. he, I 


ſhall be upright and: innocent. from the great 


tranſgreſſion, i. e, then ſhall I be as perfect 
as it is poſſible for a man to be in this 
life, and conſequently in that very ſtate in 
which I can both live and die with com- 

| L:. fort, 
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an awful ſenſe of the wiſdom, power, and + + 


great and glorious, thus good and gracious, 
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1 at prefent (fall * 4. 
and enlarge upon the ſeveral „ on- 
rained 1 in n ore of 1 1 e 
5 | < I Gat, 04,12 +36 411 
By meter Fatts, we ure au) 
what are commonly called ſo, fins that are 
committed in 'fecret,, without any witneſſes 
to them. For they generally are of the 
worſt fort, and ure ranked under the head of 
preſumptuous fins, hut ſueh as are ſecret to 
ourſelves, which'we are not conſeſous of at 
the time of committing them, being drawn 
into them inadvertentiy, and by ſurprize ; 
and which are very property called fins of 
infirmity. Such as, 7. g. ae that 'abſenice, 
wandering, and inattention Which we are all 
of us, more or leſs ſubject to, in our prayers 
and devotions ; a ſhort fit of anger, oecaſi- 
oned by ſomething very provoking und un- 
expected; a haſty, unguarded expreſiien;: an 
improper thought, or irregular deſire, which 
we no ſooner obſerye than we'frive it outof 
We a 1 
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dur minds; and intumerable other ſmall de- 
viations from our duty, which every man's 
experience and tłeflection will ſuggeſt to him. 
All which are owing to the weakneſs and 
itnperfeaftion-of.our:natures ; to our not be- 
ing able to be always on out guard, or to 
have at all times an equal attention to our 
duty. But though it is impoſſible for us to 
be entirely free from theſe ſlips and failings 
in our preſent ſtate, yet is it in our power to 
be leſs and leſs ſubject to them. We may, 
by God's grace aſſiſting us, be more and 
more upon our guard againſt all the occa- 
fions of committing them; and therefore it 
is our duty ta pray with David, that God 
would cleanſe us from theſe our ſecret faults, 
that we may grow every day more pure and 
Free from the defilements of them For 
though perfection is not to be attained hege, 
yet, if we love God and goodneſs as weought, 
we ſhould both earneſtly pray, and heaftily 
endeavour, that we may go on from ſtrengti 
to ſtrength, from grace to grace, till ue be- 
come worthy te — en _w af 
. „ en ee 
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168 SERMON VIII. 
It may be farther obſerved concerning 
theſe fins of infirmity, that a general re- 
pentance is ſufficient for them; becauſe it 
is impoſſible for us to come to particulars, 
they being more in number, and, from the 
very nature of them, more liable to be forgot 
by us than any other ſins.” For who is there 
| amongſt us that can recollect every raſh and 
3 idle word, every indecent thought, and vain 
8 deſire, every imprudent and irregular action 
of his whole life? And therefore we may 
.conchude that God, who accepteth accord- 
ing to what a man hath; and not according 
. to what he hath not, will require no more 
5 from us than a general confeſſion of all ſuch 
1 infirmities and flight deviations from our 
1 ſtrict duty, which we were not conſcious of 
g at the time, and which we e have long ſince. 
wy | 
\ David, 1 this de hu Maker to 
cleanſe him from his ſecret faults, goes on to 
implore the aſſiſtance of his grace againſt a 
1 much worſe ſort of ſins, Keep back thy _ | 
1 vant alſo from prefumpruous An. 
=. n 8 A pre- 
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A preſumptuous fig is ſuch an one as we 
did, or might know to be a fin at the time 
of commiſſion, and yet, in ſpite of that con- 
viction, were reſolved to commit it. Moſt | 
juſtly therefore are they called preſumptuous, 


fince every act of this kind is an open inſult . 


to our reaſon and conſcience, an act of re- 
bellion againſt our Maker, a defiance to his 
threats, and a contempt of his promiſes; 
Such ſins become exceedingly ſinful by theſe 
aggravating circumſtances, and muſt be 
moſt provoking in the fight of God. 1 
need not defcend to particulars. They are 
well known to every man. And yet how 
groſsly do many impoſe upon themſelves, by 
confounding theſe fins with fins of infirmity ? 
Which they are moſt apt to do with regard 
to ſins of the fleſh. Thus it is no uncom- 
mon thing to hear the lewd debaychee talk- 
ing of his vices, only as ſo many little flips - 
and failings, the unayaidable conſequence of 
the frailty and weakneſs of his nature. For 
a fin of infirmity is, as we have obſerved, 
ſuch a ſmall deviation from our ſtrict duty, 
a we are drawn into by ſurprize and ĩnad- 
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tzs SERMON VIII. 
vertericy; and which, whilſt we are com- 
mitting it, we are not conſcious of its being 
a ſin: but all lewd and impure practices ara 
acts of deliberation, are the acts of a man 
who knows what he is doing, and that it is 
what he ought not to do, Let not then the 
adulterer, the fornicator, or any other per» 
fon that indulges himſelf in any kind of im · 
purity, think to ſcreen himſelf from puniſh- 
ment, under the ſhelter- of human frailty; 
fince his exceſſes are the effects, not of the 
weakneſs, but the malice and corruption of 
his nature, which he himſelf has been the 
author of, by ſiding with his paſſions againſt 
his reaſon, and ſo 1 tho . a 
2 the man. 


Beſides the fins * infirmity and preſump- 
tion which I have been conſidering, there 
is alſo ſometimes reckoned a third ſort, fins 
of ignorance; but very «improperly: for 
either theſe are owing to a neceſſary and 
unavoidable ignorance, and ſo are no fins at 
all, ſince no man can be reſponſible for what 
he never did, or could know to be his duty; 
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all the other means of information which. 
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or elſe they ariſe from a wilful. neglect Oh +4 
proper means of inſtexction, and; fa come 
under the head of preſumptuous fins 3 for 
here out very ignorance is: deliberage act of 
Let pat then che loweſt, and 
moſt literate: of our people, vainly flatter. 
themſclves, that | as: they know ſo little of 
religion and their. duty, but little will be 
required of them by their Maker, fincę they 
muſt be conſcious: that their ignorange muſt 
be imputed to themſelves, to their not a. 
tending upon the public worſhip 8 they 
ought, to their refuſing the aſſiſtance tr 
thoſe who are both willing and able to in- 
ſtruct them, and te their wilful neglect of 


Providence had thrown in their way. 1 pd 
therefore. that they lay under the ſarge dread» 


ful ſentence with all thoſe who have eyes 


and will not fee, cars and will not hear, 
2 heart and reaſonable ſoul, and will wa 


ba ny N be. convert. 
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place beſeeches him, that though he ſhould 
at any time ſo far withdraw his grace, as to 
ſuffer him to fall into the actual commiſſion 
of any of theſe heinous fins, yet, however, 
He would be ſo good and merciful to him, 
as not to ſuffer them to have dominion over 
kim, by eſtabliſhing themſelves into fixed 
habits ;' for then it is, that we may moſt pro- 
perly be faid to be under the dominion of 
our ſins. When we have for ſome time per- 


ſiſted in a vicious courſe, fin gets ſuch a poſ- 


ſeſſion of our hearts, that we are no longer 
the "maſters of them. Woe abandon our- 
ſelves ſo entirely to our luſts and paſſions, 
that we cannot hear the voice either of our 
reaſon” or our conſcience. We cannot ſs 
much as reſolve to repent, or, if we do, we 
no ſooner reſolve than we break our reſolu- 
tions. So true is that faying of our Lord's, 
Whofoever committeth fin is the ſervant of 


in. The greateſt llave is not more ſubje& 


* 4 LF PÞ : * 3 z N d 
2 i FN 7 LY 


to the power of his maſter, than every habi- 
tual finner is to his luſts and paſſions.” To 
theſe he reſigns his reaſon and underſtand- 
jng; ; at their command he is ready to act the 
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vileſt or the loweſt part, whether it:be:that- 
of the profligate or the buffoon, the idiot or 
the madman. And from hence appears the 
extreme difficulty of a man's ever getting rid 
of any habit of preſumptuous ſin, and, con- 
ſequently, the horror which every chriſtian 
ought to have of falling into any ſuch; for 
to root up any habit of vice, and to plant 
the contrary habits, of virtue in their ſtead, 
is to overturn the whole ſyſtem of our na- 
tures; is, in ſcripture language, being born 
again, and becoming a new creature; 2 | 
4 new heart and 4 new end 


I cannot e this lows of —— 
ſins, without obſerving, that the guilt of one 
of theſe ſins only, will effectually ſhut the 
gates of heaven againſt us. God has given 
no man a licence to commit any ſin whate=- 
ver, and for the ſame reaſon that we are 
obliged to obey Him at all, we are obliged 
to obſerve every one of his commandments. 
It therefore highly behooves every man care 
fully to examine his conſcience, and to 
ſearch diligently ym there is not one 


point 
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point in which he daily offends; whethir | | 
he does not live-in an habitual tranſgreſſion 
of one particular law of his judge and 
Maker. And as forall the groſſer acts df difo+ 
bedience, ſuch as an open contempt for 
God and religion, all profane curſing and 
fwearing, all flagrant” breaches of the great 
duties of juſtice and charity to our neigh» 
bour, and all notorious violations of the 
holy rules of temperance, chaſtity, and ſo- 
briety; it is hardly poſſible to overlook 
theſe, the guilt of them is ſo glaring. But 
there are other wilful tranſgreſſions of their 
duty which men do not ſo eaſily obſerve, nor 
fo carefully attend to, Thus he who pays 

a proper regard to all religious duties, one 
only excepted, the receiving the holy ſacra 
ment of the Lord's Supper, is apt to amuſe 
and iull his conſcience with ſome idle ex- 
cuſes and frivolous pretences of difficulties and 
obſtruct ions, which it is in his own power to 
remove at any time in defiance to a plain 
and expreſs command, Do this in remens 
brance of me. 80 likewiſe he that is juſt 
and honeſt in all his dealings, and is at the 
fame 


3 1 ON vm. x59 | 


ſame time by 60 means wanting in the ge- 
neral duties of Chriſtian charity and bene - 
volence, ſhall yet ſuffer his heart to be in- 
flamed with envy, malice,” or revenge to- 
vvards ſome particular perſons; and ſeem to 
have entirely forgot, that the fate God hu 
has commanded him to be juſt and chaxita - 
ble, has likewiſe forbid him all envyings 
and grudgings againſt his brother ever 
kind and degree of malice, binterneſs, and 
yrath. And thus alſo the man that ab- 
ſtains from all outward acts of uncleanneſy 
and debauchery, ſhall. yet commit every one 
of them in his heart, giving a free |/cope in 
his mind to every diſorderly appetite and 
wanton deſire ; and yet he muſt know, that 
it is equally required of him to put away 
the , filtbineſs both of the fleſh and of the h- 
rit; that his mind and conſcience muſt no 
more be defiled than his body; and that un- 
leſs he be pure in beurt, as well us in his 
outward actions, he muſt never expect to yes 
God, ; Sp fig rowdy * 0 vii; 
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It is both an amazing and a inelancholy 
- eonfideration, how a chriſtian, who has the 
guilt of any one preſumptuous fin upon his 
conſeience, can ever have a moment's eaſe, 
or ever cloſe his eyes to reſt, when he muſt 
know, that both ſleeping and waking, he is 
erery moment in danger of periſhing ever- 
laſtingly. For he cannot be ignorant of this 
great Goſpel truth, that without repentance, 
which includes not only a ſorrow for our 
ſins, but an actual forſaking them, there 
can be no hopes of mercy; and yet that he 
is, every inſtant he breathes, liable to be 
called to his laſt account, without having 
time enough barely to be ſorry for his ſins, 
much leſs to forſake and amend them. What 
an alarming bought is this to any thinking, 
reaſonable being, that one moment paſt, he 

may be for ever los and miſerable. | 


David: RON in this manner, HIP] * 
FR: of God for all his ſins, whether of in- 
firmity or preſumption, and humbly craved 
his grace to keep him, for the future, from 
. exer falling into any of the latter, or, at 

ä oy leaſt, 


8 E R M 0 N vit. 19 


| Keaſty that he would never fuffer them to get 


the dominion over him, comforts himſelf in 
the aſſurance, that then he ſhould be up- 
right and innocent from the great tranf- 
greſſion; i. e. that then he ſhould be as pure 


and innocent, as it. was poſſible for man to 


be in this mortal ſtate; and therefore in the 
ſecure and full enjoyment of the peace, love, 
and mercy of his God and. Maker, who 
could never require from a-man' the per- 
fection of an e. 


And thus likewiſe may every been chrif- 
tian ſatisfy himſelf in the grand enquiry, 
whether his life and converſation be ſuch, 
that he has nothing to fear, ſhould God the 


if he has by grace kept clear, or at leaſt 
heartily repented of, and thoroughly for- 


his daily infirmities, he may then depart in 


peace, and meekly reſign his ſoul into the 


hands of his Maker, with a well ' grounded 
 affurance of OL and Mercy, through-the 
merits 


very next moment call him to judgment. For 


ſaken all habits of preſumptuous wicked- 
neſs, and has nothing elſe to anfwer for but 
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Arits of his Redeemer. He may certainly 
dave the ſame aſſurance of this ag David had, 
who had been guilty of ſome of the worſt 
Jort of preſumptuous ſins, but was a ſincere 
penitent; and no man, I'think, has any rea- 
ſon to deſpair ef mercy, ho is in the ſame 
ſtate that the man after God's own heart was, 
at bis departure out of this world; and 
cnſequently, ſtands the ſame chance with 
im for eternal happineſs. Rut do not miſ- 
take me. Far be it from me to aſſert, that 
the moſt unfeigned repentance is of equal 
value in the ſight of God with a life of in- 
nocence, a life untainted with the guilt of 
any groſs or wilful wickedneſs. The fatted 
calf may be killed, and other ſigns of joy 
made on the return of the prodigal ſon, but 
what is this in compariſon with that more 
ſolid affurance given to the elder brother, 
who had ſerved his father many years, nei- 
ther had at any time tranſgreſſed his com- 
mandments, Son, thou art ever with me, and 
all that I. have is thine. ' What I mean is 
this, that it ſhould afford the greateſt en- 
3 to all returning ſinners, that 
though 
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though they are not m enpect the ſane glo- 


riduß reward with thoſe who have never in 


any material inſtance departed from God and 
their duty; yet that they, upon their fincere 
repentance,” may depend upon their being 
again received into the favour of theirhea- 
venly Father, and of partaking of the fame 


mercy and eee e 
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| Avid yer, ſuch 18 the dominion char fs 
this world et eyes of its Pi at 
that they are not able to perceive the plain - 
eſt truths in nature. 'The- moſt dreadful ob- 


jects cannot alarm their fears, nor the moſt - 


amiable allure their hopes. Neither the 
glories. of heaven nor the horrors: of hell, 

neither the mercy nor the vengeance of the 
living God, can prevail on them to exchange 
their bondage of corruption, for the glorious 
liberty of the ſons of God. In ſpite of rea- 
ſon and religion, in defiance to common ſenſe, 
they put darkneſs for light, and light for 


fer. 


ering Gitter for ſweet, and ſweet for bit- 
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ter. They confound the rankeſt falſhoods 
with-the moſt evident truths, ard. even _ 
_ a curſe t to a * Nes 


MeV 428 grace of our good God ever 1 
us from this ſad, this unmanly ftate! May 

it, moreover, cleanſe. us from our ſecret 
faults, by enabling: us to be: continually get- 
ting ground of our many infirmities, to 
grow every day wiſer and better; ſo that 
whilſt we are thus walking on in our chriſ- 
tian courſe, from firength to ſirength, we may 
at laſt RO" with joy — the God of gods 
in Sun. 
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Nor covetone mon who is an ile 


EKR is no one character chat has 

been more the ſubject of contempt 
mr ridicule; than that of the covetous man. 
He has deen the conſtant butt of the poets 
and ſatyritth in all ages. Wherever he 
dwells, he is the jeſt and bye-word of all the 
neighbouthood.” Every body has Tome ſtory 
or other to tell of him, of his griping and 
preedinels, his low and fordid pratices. 
Our blefſed Lord 3 long upon Us vice 
(Luke xii. 15, 8 &c.) and moſt emphatically 
cautions his diſciples againſt it, Beware, ſays 
He, and rake bed of Fovetouſmeſe. St. Paul, 
M both 
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both in the text, and in other paſſages, 
treats it with a particular ſeverity. He 
places the covetous man in company with 
the vileſt ſinners, and even ſtigmatizes bim 
as an 1 idolater. 


There are two ſorts of idolatry ; the wor- 
ſhip pping of falſe gods, or the worſhipping 
the true God by images, or any other mate- 
rial repreſentations. Now it is the firſt and 
groſſeſt ſort of idolatry the covetous man is 
guilty of; for though he hath idols of gold 
and ſilver, yet he doth not worſhip the true 
God by or through theſe, but he worſhips 
the idols themſelves, purely and ſolely, on 
their own, account. They are his gods. 
He faith untg gold, Thou art my ' hope, and 
to. the fine gold, thou art my confidence; ; for it 
is in theſe, and not in Providence, he placeth 
his chief ſupport ; they are the objects of - 
his higheſt regard and moſt tender love; 
even the bare beholding them flls. him with 
joy unſpeakable, and his attention to them 
abſorbs every other care, What then, 


though. he liftech vp, his hands and his vey 


C 
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to heaven, and calleth loudly upon the name | 
of the true God in his prayers, (of which, 


as they coſt him nothing, he may be very li- 
beral) all this is onlya mock worſhip. | The 
god whom he adores, is not that which has. 
nothing from him but the fruit of his lips, 
and the proſtrations of his body, but that 
which has his heart, which he puts his 


whole truſt in, and prefers to every thing 


elſe; which he loves with all his ſoul, and 
with all his ſtrength. Accordingly,” our 


bleſſed Saviour declares; that we cannot ſerve 


two ſuch different maſters'as God and mam- 
mon, by which is meant riches ; ſince the 
ſervices they require from us, will often claſh 
and interfere with one another; ſo that either 


ve muſt hate the on and love tbe other, or 


ve muſt hold to tbe one and deſpiſe tbe ober. 
We have a remarkable inſtance of this in 
the rich young man, who came to our Lord 
to be informed. by Him what he muſt do to 
have eternal life and upon being told, that 
beſides obſerving thoſe commandments which 


God had: made the inidifpenble conditions 


of entering nta life, he ENNIO 
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|} = covetonyman, than llingallthit he neh, 
. 5 . + a the poor. Ide dread bf ſome 
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WA Fleck many ©: Fair p nity bv Provi- 
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ton, and dreads poverty! much more thaw 
he dots damnstion? No. wonder, there“ 
fore that the apoſtle! in the text e a 
ſo harſh. a,nomesdn'theicovetois tnam a tha 
a ar ider, fince-he trùſteth much tron. 
in His riches! tham in the living Gad Aae 
ſimnec they ate: tu hir his! ſole} attetition and 
ſupreine d&þight; hit vety:lifo' and ele eee 


bis Load He Gd. t noqy bnA 
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. Bits father, oovetotiſngſs::is f anky' fe. 
juſtlencitled Ahe imiputatiqnafiidolathy,: 8 
haver ib wvunſtidblatry / the moſt ubſtiatiꝰ 
atidibburable,; For hilt wes hedt dr dd 
of thecomerhoncof: whole:nations þfi/vthe 
idolaters, the worſhippers of mammon have 
been; ever deaf to; alf inſtructive: > [Ever "i | 
vaice- fnbrailitaver has noceffe&upon>themat 
Renitemtg lich eo, ali claſſt 9 
tothe met with. uchi ati the reformed "= 
tine; the drunkard became wſcbertmitan; we 
kaave hodeſtjthei-prophans retigious, ard | 
eventhe proufl eee ere e 
ſam or heatdrof ù refdtmed miter-?; Ancbiet 
u one de furprized: or offended ur i, 

ſertion. 15 
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_ oper Mop! vine authogity” 
_ = of Clitiſt himſelf, who affivine,-ahativis as - 
Mn 6 impofd ble for thoſe wl truſt In riches to 
rn payer o: 
e gorbrouth thetye of ancedliobahich) . 
= ' plainly limplicecthe {mpoſithilicgicof. :fich: 
maeg's iepentinge inde! epentance>arould: 
4 render therm a610apale of enteriygas-others. || 
And, upon his diſciples TY 
prize at this ſaying, He explains himſelf, by . 
_addwigg vritch inen, ld. mprally. fpeakitig, 
and! Aebortling tn ehei cdmmdn courſe] bf : 
things; dt Was impbſſibbe, but not weiſh Bod 
who; by his extradhinary grace: could icall 
eur ſuch a ſinner: is his lo 
att nome: 20-15% :icagn / »13,, 919i 0m 
And here it may b ptopar to enquire hom 
it comes about, that ccuetouſneſi is thus diſ· 
tinguiſhed from uthet xices b being: ſo con. 
ſtantly attended: with ithpenittney: N 
the} teaſon o this; may be, A that whereas 
"ther noers. are: denfibler of fuheif fins, 
and ſo hre clpable:i of being; brought:.toba: | 
mere te pentaned, either through the con 
victions of brtaſon T or by the 
nenn 5 . Rings: 
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tings nnn oh ee een 
at ſome intervals they will Be ſub jet; or, 
laſtly, by the ſad and ſober reflecklem which = 
ſome dreadful calamity! produces id. hen, 
all · theſe wilt have no manneſ of eff@arpor | 


the wretched? miſer. For chouphche will 


agree with you, that covetouſneſs id vice, 
and a great one too, he will nober gruess 
that he himſelf is covEetous. What you call 
in him by that name, he looks upon As a 


virtue, and calls 1t/prudence and frugality'; 


and thefefore all the arguments with which 
you! dſſail him, will not ſo much agg teach 


happen to be an auditor of ſuch diſcaueſes 
as this, he would not look upon himſelf as 


any ways concerned in them, but wauldz 
perhaps, apply them to fomebody- elſe he 
Bad in his thoughts: For the fannt ren for, 
he will be troubled with no reproachesof 
conſdience, neither will any calamity bring 
him to a dus ſenſe of his ſns: . In one word, 
 hbw:can:a' man repent of what he dbes not 
acknowledge himſelf guilty?! Moſt juſiy 
cherefbre, as well as mereiful ly does dur 
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Wieded Lond dd bacbeddy Gall uponc his dif · I 
ciples 0 take heed and beware of govetouſ- 
nels 5- fine wie: ſee it is a vice of rden. 
lignity, being no leſt than a furſakang the 
trugandliving God. and wor ſui pping a ſenſe- 
leſs idol in bis ſtead, and a vic which, 
4 | without a miracle of grace, chene: ig no rer 
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= But bare: Lam ate af an ob omeich 

6 . Ser 7 but to the 
propriety af hat has bern nom adwanguadk, 
It may be ſaid, thas the: character E have 
4 been exhibiting, is that of a eompleatreo- 
vetous. man; it being only ſuch. an one, who 
= | in the text is; faid: to be ano idolater ; and 
1 | that ſuch al characten ĩs ſo very. ſeldom to be 
=: met with, that it is very improperly made 
3 the ſubject; of ſuch di ſcourſes as theſe, which 
4 ought to turn upon vices of more daily oc- 

currence and obſeruatien. Rut is not the 3 
3 gompleatvillain, .the icomplentdebauchee,, or 
43 any other compleat finnep, as carte to be 


1 met, with ? For the ſajne: reaſon then, that 
x | it is ds fox. the preacher to. pepreſent in- 
b | 8 17 N N justice, | 


| audience, in their full — A 
in order theniore-affettually te check men's —= 
progres in their fefpeitive.vices;-ſoi willit 2 
be as proper for: him ita give them a faul is 1 
of:covetouſneſs; 43 it appears inaulatiiiige, —” 1 
ſemblance. af uglz.and-frightiuta wes, 
and carefully; a, all: appraachesc400 ib. 5M 
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Ant there. is the mareoccaſianifor — 4 = 
10z-x as r different: degrees of 1 : 4 
1 many: Ne who £ YA 


a greater » progreſs, in iothamthey ar aware 
i ta un few. f 
hints and queries; by thechelp of ich n 
may, diſcovetr how e 5 _ 


fin has taken hold of your: hearts. Ave | 25 


| private thoughts andenaditationg'? * Areyou = 
tranſported with an iti Joy atme 5 5 
caſe.of: your ſortunbs ? Ort dd you feel 
as, düſproportionate ai ſorro at inp>diminis | | 
tion of the: ſame n Are you not rigorous 
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exactors of your own rights, and 


find yourſelyes/difpoſed to ſerve; Gd, only 


_ 


- hs; 8E * M UN r. 


uneilling 
to forego any trifling aduantagt to ydur- 


ſelves, thaugh ou might thereby do the 


moſt friendly and beneficial office to your 


neighbour? Do you find in yourſelf; a re- 


luctante to any works: of charity, contribut- 
ing nothing, or much leſs than you are Able, 
and framingiexcuſes/ for gjour doing (fo? 
Are you not ſometimes guilty of vile diffi - 


mulation and-ſervile.complianices, either to 


advance or ſecure your woridly intereſt ? 


S Look: into your} heart. Conſider well its 
Particular caſt and tufn, its: Favonrite at- 
tachments; and don't: yon perceive what 


party ĩt Nould adhere to, in à conteſt be- 


txt. God anti mammbn ?? That intereſt ; 
_and filthy juere would: get the better uf your 
duty ;. that you would chuſe to hazard your 


ſoul rather than your gate f Do you not 


when the world does not interfere j and con- 
trary to the piety of David, only ti ufer unto 


the Lord of: what does coſt vn nothing? 


Examine, I ſay, your ownthearts,;apd ac- 


cording as you can diſcover in them more or 


V 5 fewer 


4% »% 


* 
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ot loſt, inclined to covetouſhe 


does it Port. Hou re make this e e | Se 
ace g that very ſtep Tg 2 Y 


- . "O08 


which is not, »corifineds to 


Others vlikewile, : eve cf 


may be. infected by it, and to tl 


ing: preffare of their-wants, to: 
bx very unjuſt a | 
ever, iti is no uncommon! to ſec 

% men. bs 
_ of the middle, and even of the inferior rank, TIE 
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B ſo: fanmcicufly-atiathed to their on iterrſt, 
as tur be en tiraſꝝ ga edlteſa of their neigh- 
bougsz They will not depart one fittle. from. 
mays ſuffer dy their dbing ſo. They will not 
foroꝶei te inaſt iriflidg advantage to chem 
ſahyra. abet :thi gain or the lee beowhbatdu' = 
veto: any othergan; and. 2 fr kind, 
or gone rous actidm they: hade we mon - 
tn u doing any fachy than of cutting off an 
hand, an fung aur an de. Sol that! the: 
caution: ou Laird giver his diſtiplee, Tur 
beet and le warr i crvntoufinſs, d recbed 10 
ef alboelaſſes, though ir moſt: nearly? 
cotieeris the wiealthy and the proſperous; it 
baingcmattar offeammion:iobfeeyation;! that 
the more: zjghes/increafe, 'thecuiobo\imich ure” 
mayi all of us: regolled :inftances/; abTach;- _ 
who, wehalſt. they wine in lun oo amidhdling: 
circumſtances, paſſechiin: tha word eur men 
cf a benevolent andi generbuã d Hou 
haue, upon a greats. acceſſion q fortune £ 
turned out ſcandalouſſy ſordid and ſelfiſh; + , 
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| thchatgſt+Vrought by the — the 
tert aghbſt>thecovethus man, let us, lidkare 
we tonclude hear what he can fly (u l- 
moſt evety fuiner will have: ſomething 80 
Gy) far himielf.” He wil alk v ia. 
where is the fin, hete is the idolatry; in 
deſiring to acquire What, he thinks, will ſo 
much contribute to his happineſs, whilſt he 

bas recourſe to uo fruudulemt, opprefiive, nor 
diſhongurable! methods ? Or whers is the 
great harin, after he has acquired chern of 
carefully preſervitig them for his'own'parti» 
cular uſe and{ktifattion? Is it not lawful 
for him to d what he will 'with his own? 
But he niay be anſwered, that though a bare 
deſire, or a moderate purſuit after riches, 
is neither ſinful nor idolatrous, yet fue d 
fond and eager attachment to them as cove- 
wtouſneſs is maile of, id both} inafthach's it 
is, as has been ſewn, a renouncing of Pro- 
vidlence, and a forſaking the G who.mate | 
and preſervrs us ; und it le wiſt generally 
attended by fraud and oppreſſion, according 
to che ubſervation of Solomon, chat e 
e . 85 maketh 
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 maketh- haſt to lech Gall nt ee uocent. 
And farther, though he cannot ſufft in this 
world as a thief or a cheat, not will his co- 
vetouſneſt bear an action in the courts here 
below, yet there id above a dreadful *tribu= 
nal, before which be muſt give a ſtrict ac 
count of all his hoards and ſtores of every 
penny he was worth; of every act of mercy 
which he has omitted, every miſerable ob. 
je& which he hath paſſed by on the other fide. 
He will then be convinced, that he had no 
right to any thing more of hat he poſſeſ- 
ſed, than what was neceſſary to ſupply all 
his reaſonable wants and occafions; and that 
for all the reſt he was only a ſteward'and an 
almoner to the ſupreme Lord to deal them 
out amongſt his Poor and neceſſitous 
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There is Re Fe wh: 16 ſome 
particular covetous men can make for them - 
| ſelves, That they have ſuch a numerous fa- 
mily, ſuch a multitude of dependants ta 

provide for, as obliges them t be thus 
careful and ſolicitoue to get what they enn, 
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ee ee they haus get, fince thaſe | 
who com after them will, have a full de · 
mand for all ĩhat they can leave them. You 
tay you have a numerous family to; pto- 
- for, vou have ſo; a much more nu- 
merous one than you ſeem to be aware of. 


cven the whole, body of the poor that ſtand 


in need of, your charity, and lay within its 


reach. For though your on family and 


dependants have certainly a claim to the 
largeſt portion of your ſubſtance, they have 
none to the Whole. A conſiderable” part 
muſt be ſet aſide for your brethren in ain. 
for thoſe ho, have the Game God and Fa- 

ther, the ſame Saviour and Redeemer: with 
yourſelves, and if he who provides, not for 
his on ig Werſes: he that provides for none 
but his own, is .not| better thun an iu 
He cannot he Chriſt's diſeiple, being deſtir 
tute of that benevolence which is, che age 
and teſt of ene 50 0 
e eee eee Ni 2 (1478 d 
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hich, 1 {ball conclude. this .diſcounſe, wiz, 
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appear b every man of 4 at hate, ö 
well 2 — by that charity 
and bene soleher which is the very Wul and 
Firſt of it und without which" "he tongue 
A an angel th Knowledge of u prophet. 
and The faith of 4 mürtyr, will oof us no | 
ting. For as the wünt of this principle is 
the cauſe of the greateſt part, and of the hoſt 
affecting evils we meet with in "this life, ſo 
_ the abounding of the Tattic would take this 

earth weUwell on ſecond paradiſe: Merry 

amd truth would every where meet together, 
righteouſheſt and peace would Riſe euch other. 
There would then be an inter-cormmunity 
of happineſs. The abundance of one man 
in any of the comforts and bleſſings E life, 
would be « ſupply for the wants of another: 
and as it is for the honour” of bur religion, 
that à virtue of ſo beneficial and extenfive 
an influence is fo plainily legible in che 'Goſ- 
pel, ſo will it be both for dur glory and 
.* happineſs, if we can ſheyy it as plainly in our 
lives and converſiticris. For there is tio dne 
vitrue that can ſo powerfully conciliate*the 
aur o of God and man to us, as this of 
Chriſtian 
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mud bleffing of all who feel the effecte c ; 
and tlie good word of every body be-. 
fides. And though; indeed; the brigh 
charity cannot excuſe the continuance of 
any man in one wiltul tranſpteflion of God's 7 
laws, yet Will it covet a multitude of our 
flight failings and infirmities, and ſet the "i 
ſeal of God's pardon to the greateſt of our _— 
fins, which we have fincerely repented e $ 
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tally feel the truth of this, to our preſent = 
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Fer whoſoever ſpall be | 
my wordls, of him ſhall the Son of man be 
, - aſhamed, when he ſhall. come in ig own 


_ glory, and i in bis. Faber z, and | the holy 


. : . = . - 
an els... bo | $4 4 a> 1 
. : - Py o =- : £ l 2 p * + Ao + 4% 
. en | 7 k C4 1HM8, I 4A 
. \ * \- * 9 4 + wi + 
- — ; = 4 * . 
l : : * a „ wth #., a6 898 rn 4 


ND is it pofüble chat any ohe mould 


a Chriſtian ? Fot no man can be ſald to be 
aſhamed of a perſon he never knew; or was 
_ attached td. Can he be aſhamed of hat is. 
the higheſt „ and the greateſt felicity 

off his nature? Can he be aſhamed'of being 
= member of Chriſt, a child of Gods and an 
N 2 N inheritor 
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differently does he judge from St. Paul, who 
counted all things but loſs for the excellency 


words, is either through the fear of ſome 
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inheritor of the kingdom of heaven ? How 


of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus his Lord, 
and * cfols was his greateſt glory. 


1 be aſhamed br Chriſt and of hie 


temporal evil to renounce our faith, or 
through a vicious modeſty to difſemble and 


conceal it; inſtances of both which I ſhall 
point ou ut to youth the following diſcourſe, 


And firſt, Thoſe thay be hid th be ufHuhed 
bf Chtiſt, who; in order to preſerve their 
lives, or to ſecure to themſelves ſome tem- 
poral advantages, abſolutely renounce him 
and his religion ; Which was the caſe of all 
his words, the latter his words: only z. by 
giving their conſent to a ſyſtem of doctrines 
which was contrary to them; The former 
added the more cohſiſtent part. Fyr ig bs 
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corruialy much ces ln Se ches i dg fte 
of him, whoſs. «uthotity,' as'« geacher ſent 
from God, you do not acknowledge, 
| to own n authority, and et reject his 
„ N ao. „ 
of to our bleſſed 

to the le of 2 prince, rw rr ae 
ledge 65: my lawful ſcwereign, is yore in» 
and vndatata]}; than to thoſe of, one 
I hape abfured. But. be this as 38 will, all 
apoſtates from Chriſt may be Gd mot {fo 
much to be aſhamed- uf bim, as to Night 
and contemn him. by prefertintz beſore bim 
things of itxfinidely-; leſs: value and confi 
tion. They do, as it were,” ſpit in i face, 
and cry out with bis eee e mis 
man, but Bardbbas.. .; Ig £ of giro sii 
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theſe open renegeddes 
placed thoſe comwndly.be- 
rimitive church, who, though 
x-did not in expreſs wards repounpe their 
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faith, yet, to abi perſecutions: Frere pre- 
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altars of their Falſe gods, or taſting at the 


che faithful, till after having gone through 


teſtants in popiſh countries, in falting down. 


4 particular, but ſuch figns as theſe, by com- 
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ns of incenſe into the bre at the 


meat offered "unto idols; who Were held 
in ſuch deteſtation by other Chriſtians, that 
they were not reſtored to the communion of 


a long and ſevete penanee. And I cannot 
fee how thoſe common oompliapces of pro- 


on their knees on the elevation of the hoſt; 
or its being carried in proceſſion, is mote 
innocent or excuſable; nay, this is « ſpecies 
of idelatry much worſe than that of the pa- 
piſts. For they worſhip what they believe 
to be God, but theſe what they look upon 
only as a piece of bread. ' They pay, I ſay; 
divine worſhip to a piece of bread the a 
of proſtration being as ſtrong, if not a 
ſtronger expreſſion of ſuch worſhip, than if 
they had in ſo many words cried out, T 
adore thee, G God; words ſpeaking only 4 


mon conſent, an univerſal language: and if 
ſuch a coompliance can be defended, "they 


ps * be . * are Reported, for 
"Mm. 


ö . 

1 R 

* * * \ 
L & 
C 1 , i 
LAY . 
| x * .* 
8 * * "= FE \# 
: | 1 ve l "8 
TI * n J 
\ 1 


Yo T_T ee e f 


e Gake_ of filthy lucre, to grample upon 
the croſs.. For trampling upon the croſs 
= not more ſtrongly expreſs our rejection 
ef . the, Goſpely, than proſtration n the 
bak our LID of the * 
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1 it i it 18 alledged i in woah 901 thes com- 
pliances, that no more is meant by them 
than a compliment to the. religion. of he 
country, and that at the, ſame time we pay 
it, we pity. their error and pray for. their 
converſion it may be replied, that ſuch 
_— neither become the Chriſtian, 
nor the man of true honour ; and that the 
groſſeſt  preyarications in the moſt ſolemn 
oaths and engagements, may be defended 
vpon the ſame principle. lates Non 5h 
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If it mould Rill further he "laid, * o A 
deceit is hereby put upon the impoſers of 
theſe idolatrous practices, fince they ſtill 
look upon us as infidels in our hearts; but 
the = may be ſaid of every” Har that 1 
not believed, who. is nevertheleſs a liar for 
All thats, a9 he is not 1, WW, who ap- 
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There ie Ae excuſe" uad r Gel Sy 
compliances, , which is hardly worth men- 
tioning, that there is no being preſent at, 
and obſerving the idolatries of the Popiſh 
1 worſhip, without joining with "the: gongre- 
1 a gation i in theſe practices; for no curioſity is 
3 do be gratified at the expence of a good b. 
ſcience ; and we muſt reſt contented alwayy. 
to be deprived of the fight of that, Which 
we can never behold with innocence.  In'a - 
word, as it is the duty of every man, when 
properly called upon, to give his teſtimony 
to the truth; ſo it can never be right to ſup- 
| port and countenance. a falſhood, and ... 
falſhood of ſuch Unportineg, * ; 


But though the practice 1 wo bite "OY 
condemning, is ſo contrary to the principles 
of ſober ſenſe and ſound reaſon, yet What is 
recorded of Naaman the Syrian (2 Kings v. 
__ = 18, 19.) is. alledged by ſome as'a Fultibens - | 
D we. For, * having declared to the - 
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ef Rimmon, way only iti eotiquitticelof his | p 
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bowing hinter den, & mecefary eu- _ 
ſtance of that atten dude ee ee e 93 2 
avoid doing ſo, when his maſter Jeaned upen » 
| His hand and dis we ine tt = 
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ſcience ; and we muſt reſt contented always 


to he apprehended before hy ou eu 
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wen i lber excuſe mac for Weid 
compliances, Which is hardly worth men- 
tioning, that there is no being preſent at, 
and obſerving the idolatries of the popiſh 
worſhip, without joining with "the: Songre- 
gation in theſe practices; for no curioſity is 
to be gratified at the expence of agaod dom 


to be deprived of the fight of that, "which 
we can never behold with innocence. In a 
word, as it is the duty of every man, Wr 
properly called upon, to give his teſtimony 
to the truth; ſo jt can never be right toſap- 
port and countenance. a falſhood, and * 
falſhood of ſuch mn 


But Wind the practice 1 156 bes "oY 
condemning, is ſo contrary to the principles 
of ſober ſenſe and ſound reaſon; yet what is 
recorded of Naaman the Syrian (2 Kings v. 
18, 19.) is alledged by ſome as a Faſtiieas - 1 
mene, For, fer having' derlared to the - 
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EE — reſimblangs is there betwixt an act of choice. 


IE \ ty ? betywwixt an act of 3 i 
— pref colt one of a religious nature? r . 
weist apa that eannothave, din: ons that 1 
das bare no other than an idolatrous mean- | 
—_: ing? Laſtly; twixt the act of a man jut a 3 
: 1 _ emerging out: of the 3 of paganiſm, 
; dau hat of e be has long lived. in * : BM 
4 | | 3 N 4 oY ' + | HE 
; | a) 195 LN Soph - BN 7 a 
x 0 h ert Faithy/may 
"0 | beireckoned thoſe who .adulterate and der | 
pra che the Goſpel. Amongſt 
"the foremoſt of whom and the Jeluits in. = 
1 | kana; who, in order to advance ir power © 
V \ '- and wealth in that country: have Fcompolen | 
6 ANGIE. W508 N CA a mot+, wh 10 


a 
* 4 4 MF * 7 * 8 i. Ta +0 „ ro 
ee ,, 2 ey : 


© 


: 


aA u u__ 1TI*mw Kuna a6 


i hid 


FP | \ . 48. . f TM i B8'£ a5. ot . 
erh La 3% N n 4.4 7 * 9 a i e at's! þ K - — 
12 * + N * 1 n 3} Notts; FA? WW. FT J joy 3 
"vx © & * by hs f MY * * A " 24 * r 
30 Lia. 2 * n $4. Fo " 0 * 1 * T \ . . 0 
* 8 * « {4 + * LW. 4 +4 4 4 * 7 * 
4 1 Gat 1 
. * „ . 
7 a 4 ene 9 * 
„ 
* A \ 
. * p * b - : 1 
of A, 1 
e 4 ao 
- 4 3% 
' ® - \ E . 
* 
= 
- * * 
= : U 
= : - 
: \ : 


Me es ER MON Xl hy: 


+ motley mixture of Christian fits bd Pas 
gen idelstey, and have ſtruck up an unna- 
tural union betwixe' Chriſt and Confucius 
allowing their converts to profeſsthemſetves 

_ Chriſtians; and yet to retain ſome of their 
moſt idolatrous practices ; ſuch as che wort 
chip of the heaven, of cheir great prophet; 
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determined reſolution to do whit Wright) | 
and to abſtain from what is wrong, in ſpike 
of all temptatiotis to the? conttaty; hut to 
be more afraid of a leſs evil thian of a greater; 
of che contempt of men, more than of the 
diſpleaſure of God; of a temporal; more 
than of an eternal evil, is © fign of a mean 
and abject ſpirit. It ſhews that the man is 
to be ſcared out of his wits by trifles; that 
he is afraid, where (comparatively ſpeaking) 
no fear is. There is great reaſon: to'think; 
that this cuſtom is what all men of ſenſe - 
condemn in their own minds, and heartily 
wiſh it were entirely aboliſhed; and yet what 
very few of thoſe who are concerned, have 
the reſolution to break through, But what 
dreadful reflection muſt frequently-palſs inthe 
mind of him who has diſpatched his adyer- 
ſary, with all his fins and guilt, to his laʒt 
account? What pangs of remorſe what 
ſtings of conſcience muſt he feel, if he hut 
any bowels of compaſſion, any the leaſt res 
mains of pity and tendorneſs-in his heart? 
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taketh his name in vain, is meant, that ſa 
far from holding ſuch an, one guiltleſs, or 
treating. him like an innocent perſon, that 
he will look upon him as the. greateſt of cri- 
minals, and infli& the ſeyereſt puniſhment 
upon him; ſo by Chriſt being {aid to be a- 
ſhamed of thoſe who have been aſhamed of 
him, is to be underſtood, that ſo far from 
his owning ſuch as his diſciples, when He 
cometh in all his glory, that He will treat ; 
them as the moſt infamous of ſinners, and 
expoſe them to the ſcorn and contempt of 
men and angels. And no wonder that they 
F who have been ſo loſt to all ſenſe, of grati- 
| tude for the mercies of their redemption, 
and ſo unmindful of the majeſty of their 
Redeemer as to turn their backs upon him, 
and pur ſue the verieſt t toys and trifles, ſhould. 
in their turn be rejected by Him, and feel 
the ſevereſt marks * his vengeance. ; 


Thirdly and laftly,- We * 7- © 
That if the being aſhamed of Chriſt and of 
his words will be ſo ſeverely puniſhed, a 
zeal for his honour, and a ſteady adherence 
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to Him and our duty, in ſpite of all tempta- 


tions to the contrary, will be as ſignally re- 
warded. Thoſe who have laid down their 


lives for Him and his Goſpel, or who have 


foregone the honours, pleaſures, and ad- 
vantages of this life, rather than comply 
with ſuch practices as were contrary to the 
faith they profeſſed ; thoſe who have boldly 


withſtood the moſt prevailing cuſtoms. of a 


wicked age, and have never forfeited their 
innocence, nor departed from the purity of 
the Goſpel'to avoid ſome temporal evil, or 
to ſecure ſome temporal advantage to them- 
ſelves, and who at no time have been afraid 
or aſhamed to confeſs Chriſt openly, and to 


obey his words. All theſe ſhall be pub- 


lickly owned and applauded by Him at his 
coming, and obtain a diſtinguiſhed crown of 
glory, either amongſt the noble army of mar- 


tyrs, the glorious company of the apoſtles, 


the goodly fellowſhip of the prophets, or be 


otherwiſe numbered with the ſaints in glory 
everlaſting, 
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IS ATA xxxviii. a. 7 27. "76 
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In thoſe days Hezekiah was fick unto death, 
and Iſaiah the ſon of Amos came unto him, 
and ſaid unto him, thus ſaith the Lord, Set 
thine houſe in order, for thou bali die and 
not be. Then Hezekiah tur ded bis face to 
the wall, and ' ſaid, Remember now, O 'Lord, 
I beſeech thee, how I have walked before 

' thee, in truth, and with a perfet? heart, 

and have done that which is good in thy 

Abt. And Hezekiab wept ſore. 


T has been juſtly: obſerved, that there is 
no part. of the hiſtory of good and great 

men which we. are more affected with, or 
more deſirous of knowing, than their bes 
0 4 haviour 
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haviour in their laſt moments. Every thing 
they ſay or do at that ſeaſon is moſt attentively 
obſeryed, and moſt punctually remembered. 
And 7 no wonder, fince we know full well 
that we ourſelves muſt one day be in the 
ſame ſituation. All the other parts they act 
upon the ſtage of life may be little regarded 
by us, becauſe. we do not think they can 
ever fall to our ſhare, but that of the dying 
man we muſt go through; and therefore we 
cannot. help obſerving. attentively how they 
who were honoured in their generation, and 
the glory of. their times, have performed this 
very. part. Now we have in my text a par- 
ticular account of the behaviour of a great 
king, as well as the beſt that ever ſat upon 
the throne of David, when he looked upon 
himſelf as a dying man; and my deſign is 
to make ſome general and uſeful obſervations 
upon this remarkable piece of ſcripture hiſ- 
tory, which ſhall be confined to the follow- 
ing :particulars: The meſſenger here em- 
ployed by God, the meſſage he was ſent 


upon, and the behaviour of the e to 


whom it was delivered. 2101025 2168 
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And firſt, The meſſenger was the prophet 
Iſaiah, who was ſent by the Lord to king 
Hezekiah, to bid him prepare for his ap- 
proaching death. A commiſſion which few 
would have coveted to be employed i in. So 
uncourtly was the errand, ſo very unwel- 
come the news like to be to ſuch a man, 
Set thine houſe in order, for thou ſhalt die 
and not live. For, as the ſon of Sirach ob- 
ſerves, How bitter is the remembrance, and 
therefore much more ſuch an authentic an- 
nouncing of Thee, to the man that liveth at 
reſt in his poſſeſſions, to the man that hath no- 
thing to vex him, and that hath proſperity in 
all things. But the prophet conſidered him- 
ſelf as the meſſenger of the King of kings, 
whoſe commands he was to obey, and whoſe 
favour he was to regard before that of any 
earthly prince whatſoever. Not but if He- 
zekiah conſidered the matter rightly, he 
would be more inelined to thank and be 
pleaſed with the prophet, than to be offend- 
ed either with him or his meſſage.” For he 
was hereby made acquainted with his danger, 
and had time given him to prepare for it. 
| Proceed 
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Proceed we to conſider the meſſage _ 
which the prophet was ſent. 


Now the ſame ſolemn meſſage which Iſaiah 
delivered to Hezekiah by the immediate 
command of God, the ſame does his written 
word, the ſame does our own knowledge and 
experience continually repeat to every one of 
us. Set thine bouſe in order, for thou ſhalt 
die and not live; fo ſoon, as each of theſe 
aſſures us, will the time come, when we 
ſhall receive the ſame ſummons, and ſo im- 
mediately, and without delay, does it be- 
hove us to be preparing ourſelves for it. 


By ſetting our houſe in order is meant, the 
ordering and ſettling both our temporal and 
our ſpiritual concerns. As to the former, 
it is certainly the duty of eyery man, who 
has any thing to leave behind him, before 
he goes out of the world, to put his affairs 
in ſuch order, and ſo to diſpoſe of the good 
things he enjoys, as may be moſt conſiſtent 
with juſtice and equity ; may beſt anſwer 
the ſeveral claims and expectations of his 

dependents, 
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dependents, and may give the leaſt trouble 
and vexation to thoſe who come after him. 
Now all theſe things require a good deal of 


thought and deliberation, and therefore had 


much better be ſettled whilſt ye are in full 
health, than be reſerved for our death-beds, 
when our reaſon and underſtanding may be 
as weak and diſordered as our bodies ; but, 
above all, when buſineſs of ſo much greater 
conſequence ſhould engage all our thoughts, 
in compariſon with which, all the concerns 


of this world are but mere trifles and very 
nothings. . | 


— 


The other particular implied in our ſetting 
our houſe in order, is the due preparation 


of our ſouls for the hour of death; that they 


may then be found in ſuch a ſtate, that we 
may depart in peace, and with a well - ground- 
ed hope of entering into the joy of our Lord; 
which aſſurance is only to be had from a 
timely repentance, and a thorough amend- 


ment. For, as to a death- bed repentance, 


that is full of the moſt dreadful uncertain- 
ties. We can never be ſure it is ſincere, or, 
; | if 
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if it 1s fo, that God will accept it inſtead of | 


actual obedience. and real holineſs. . In- 
deed, the moſt we can ſay of ſuch a re- 
pentance is, that it is better than no re- 


pentance at all; and that if it cannot make 


us happy in che next world, it may make us 
leſs miſerable than if we left this world 


with a hardened and unrelenting heart. In 
ſhort, the beſt preparation for a happy death, 


is a virtuous and holy life ; and the beſt cor- 
dial againſt the terrors of it, is a good con- 
ſcience, when we can call upon God with the 
ſame fincerity as did Hezekiah, Remember 
now, O Lord, how I have walked before thee 
with truth, and with a Perfect beart, and 
have done that which is. good in thy fight ; 
which brings me 


To conſider, in che next place, the beha- 


viour of the perſon towhom the prophet de- 
livered his meſſage. It is ſaid, that as ſoon 


as Hezekiah had heard it, he turned his ' face 


toward the wall ; the chief reaſon of which 


ſeems to be, that he might conceal from the 


propact the terror and anguiſh of iind he 
was 
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was affected with, being aſhamed to have 
ſuch a witneſs of his weakneſs ; for it is 
added, that Hezekiah wept ſore. And here 
it may be thought ſomewhat ſtrange, that a 
man of. Hezekiah's character ſhould | be ſo 
exceedingly diſconcerted upon this occaſion, 
that he ſhould be ſo greatly alarmed. at 
being told he muſt die, when, before Ifaigh 
came unto him, it is ſaid, that he was ſick 
unto death. One would have thought that 
ſo good a man ſhould have been better pre- 
pared for ſuch a ſummons, even without any 
warning, even in the days of his greateſt 
health and vigour, much more when he was 
confined to his bed by a mortal diſtemper. 
For the appeal he here makes to God. is con- 
firmed and juſtified. by what the ſacred hiſ- 
torian ſays of him, (2 Kings xviii. 5, 6.) 
that he truſted in the Lord God of Iſrael, fo 
that after him was none like him among all the 
kings of FJudab, nor any that were before him; 
for he clave unto the Lord, and departed not 


from following him, but . bis command- 
ments. 


But 


— 
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But then let it be conſidered, that though 
Hezekiah's'diſtemper was a mortal one, yet 
he might not himſelf think ĩt ſo. He might 
be impoſed upon by the falſe and flattering 
hopes ſuggeſted to him by his friends, and 
thoſe who were about him, which is often 
the caſe of muck leſs men than Hezekiah; 
or he might impoſe upon himſelf in his 
high conceit of his youth, and the vigour of 
his conſtitution, which he might promiſe 
himſelf would at length prevail over the vi- 
rulence of his diſorder. Beſides, though he 
was certainly ſuch a worthy and religious 
prince, yet there might be ſeveral reaſons 
why he was ſo much dejected and wept ſo 
ſorely, when he received ſuch a peremptory 
meſſage from God himſelf, Set ine houſe iu 
Ne for thou ſhalt die. 


For firſt, Eternal life being but obſcurely 
revealed under the Moſaic diſpenſation, and 
the ſanctions of the law being purely tem- 
poral, nothing but temporal happineſs be- 
ing promiſed to the obſervers of it, and no- 
thing but temporal miſery threatened to the 
tranſ- 
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tranſgreſſors, the beſt of men, eſpecially 
fach as lived in that wotldly g randeur and 
proſperity which Hezekiah 5 5 could 
hardly help repining, when they were abour 
to quit a world where God Had beſtowed" ſo 
many choice bleflings upon them, and were 
entering upon another, of which they knew 
and had heard fo little; where indeed they 
might humbly Hope that the Lord would 
ſtill be their God, would ſtill be gracious 
and merciful unto them, but where they 
had no poſitive aſſurance, no expreſs pro- 
miſe that they ſhould be happy, or even 
that they ſhould be at all. | 1 


iP 


But ſecondly, As death-at-any time REY 14 
have been conſidered as an evil by any her- N 
ſon in Hezekiah's ſituation and circumſtan- 
ces, ſo much more to one at his early time 
of life. For as long life was one of the 
principal bleſſings promiſed by the law to 
the good and righteous, ſo a ſudden and un- 
timely death was one of the greateſt curſes 
denounced againſt the wicked; and therefère 
Hezekiah could not but look upon the meſ- 
2 ſage 
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proof of God's high diſpleaſure, which 


rooting out idolatry, and reſtoring the wor- 


fect heart, and have done that which is good i 11 
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ſage the prophet brought bim, as a mark and 


would the more ſenſibly affect him, as he 
might think the great zeal. he had ſhewn in 


ſhip of God to its primitive purity, enti- 
tled him to a more favourable treatment ra- 
ther to have his days prolonged to their ut- 
moſt extent, than to be cut off before he 
had lived out half of them. Accordingly, 
we may underſtand his prayer as a ſort of 
expoſtulation with the Almighty : How 
canſt thou deal ſo hardly with me, O God! 
Remember now, I beſeech thee, how 1 have 
walked before thee in truth, and with a per- 


thy fight. 


. Thirdly, Another reaſon for the extraor- 
dinary concern” Hezekiah ſhewed upon this 
occaſion might be, the condition in which 
he ſhould leave his kingdom at that time, 
without any heir of his body to ſucceed him, 
and upon the eve of an invaſion from a very 
formidable enemy, the king of Aſſyria. It 
5 way 


2 


was not, therefore, ſo much his own hard 
fate, as that of his country he lamented, that 
it ſhould be deprived of its only guardian 
and defender, when it was threatened with 
all the vengeance and cruelty of a barbarous 
and enraged enemy, who was not more an 
enemy to the whole nation of the Iſraelites, 
than to their laws and conſtitution, to their 
religion and their God, from whom they 
had nothing to expect but utter ruin and de- 
ſolation, a cruel death, or a miſerable cap- 
tivity; to have their temple defiled, and 
Jeruſalem itſelf made an heap of ſtones. 
The proſpect of ſo much miſery ready to 
fall upon his beloved country, may very 
well be ſuppoſed to have rent his heart with 
grief, and made the tears guſh from his eyes. 


Fourthly, I ſhall mention but one reaſon 
more, which might very probably be the 
cauſe of Hezekiah's great concern upon this 
occaſion ; and that is, the conſciouſneſs of 
his own fins. For though, as I have ob- 
ſerved, he was a prince of a moſt, excellent 
character, of great piety and zeal for God's 

N honour, 
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honour, yet we are not ta ſuppoſe he was 
faultleſs in all parts of his conduct. He 
might be conſcious to himſelf of many fins, 
which were either a ſectet to the world, or 
are not recorded in hiſtory. The accounts 
we have of him are very ſhort, and moſtly 
. confined to the actions of his public life, 
| which were indeed highly commendable ; 
; but he is no where drawn at full length, 
nor are we let into his private liſe and con- 
verſation. However, there is one fact related 
in his hiſtocy, from which we may collect, 
that he was too. much addicted to exceſſive 
pride and vanity. For we read, (Iſa. xxxix. 
I, 2, &c.) that when ambaſſadors came from 
the king of Babylon, with much oſtentation 
he ſhewed them all the riches of his houſe, 
his treaſures, and his armories; for which 
he received from God, by the prophet, 
a very ſevere. rebuke. It is evident. allo, 
from the hyma he compoſed on his recovery, 
that he looked upon his ſins, whatever thoy 
were, as the cauſe. of this fevere vifitatian. 
Thou baft, ſays. he, deltvered my foul from. the 
pis off corruptwn, fon than S caſt _ 
A eig | ns 
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Ans bebind thy back. He muſt therefore, in 
the ſame manner conclude, that his ſins 
were the cauſe of his ſickneſs, as he did that 
his recovery was a proof of God's forgiving 
them. | 


Theſe are the moſt probable reaſons which 
can be aſſigned for Hezekiah's immoderate 
grief, upon receiving the prophet's meſſage ; 
and it is evident, that of theſe reaſons, the 
two former cannot affect the true and fincere 
Chriſtian. For fince he has the happineſs of 
living under a diſpenſation which has brought 
liſe and immortality to light; ſince he is 
aſſured, that no ſooner ſhall this earthly taber- 
nacle be difſoved, but he hath a building of 
God, an houſe not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens ; he can never look upon death 
as an evil, come as foon and as ſuddenly as 
it will, fince it is his ſure and ſpeedy con- 
veyance to a much happier ſtate ; nor can he 
much repine at quitting things temporal, 
howeyer ſhort may be his ſummons, when 
he knows full well, that he only exchanges 
them for things eternal. It is, indeed, one 
P 2 petition 
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petition in the litany of our church, that 
God would deliver us from ſudden death; 
but then we ſhould conſider, that all public 
devotions are ſuited to the general ſtate and 
condition of thoſe who uſe them; and that 
the greater part of mankind live in ſuch a 
manner, as to be but ſorrily prepared to 
leave this world upon a ſhort warning; but 
a truly wiſe and good man will think that 
ſort of death the moſt eligible, which is the 
leaſt painful, and is the ſooneſt over, with- 
out any of the uſual melancholy ſolemni- 
ties; ſuch as taking leave of friends, the 
tears and prayers of thoſe who love us, and 
the like ;- which ſerve only to diſturb and 
diſtract the mind, and to lengthen out the 
pains and the bitterneſs of death. 


The two latter reaſons, which Ihave ſup- 
poſed . to- have influenced Hezekiah, may 
likewiſe, in ſome meaſure, affect us Chriſ- 
tians in the ſame circumſtances. For it is 
very natural for a man of a good and a tender 
heart, when he i is on his death-bed, to ſhed 
ſome tears upon foreſeeing the calamities and 
TEIN diſtreſs 
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diſtreſs which, after his deceaſe, are likely 
to fall upon his country, his friends, and 
dependents, or his neareſt and deareſt rela- 
tions : and as this 1s a natural affection in 
us, we may humbly hope that it will not be 
diſpleaſing to the Almighty. But then, 
though we may ſorrow as men, we muſt 
ſorrow as Chriſtians too. We mult reſtrain 
and moderate our grief, by the conſideration, 
that we ſhall leave behind us the ſame wiſe 
and good Providence, which ever did, and 
will take care of all his creatures ; and that, 
if it be not their own fault, our God will 
be their God, the guardian of our country, 


the patron of our friends, the protector of 
our widow, and the father of our children. 


The fourth and laſt reaſon aſligned for 


Hezekiah's extraordinary grief and concern, 
is applicable to us Chriſtians likewiſe, in 
the ſame ſituation, viz. the conſciouſneſs of 
our fins, the remembrance of which cannot 
but be grievous unto us, when we. conclude 
that we are juſt going -to appear before the 
moſt righteous and holy God, in order to give 

T0 | an 
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an account of all that we have done in the 
body, and to receive our ſentence according- 
ly, either to eternal miſery, or life and hap- 
pineſs everlaſting. This ſorrow will operate 
very differently upon different perſons, at - 
the hour of death. Thoſe who are con- 
ſcious of the guilt of many unrepented ſins 
lying heavy upon their ſouls, muſt be quite 
oppreſſed with grief, muſt weep bitterly, 
and refuſe to be comforted ; whilſt thoſe 
who have made their peace with God, by a 
timely and fincere repentance, muſt feel a 
leſs weight upon their minds; though even 
theſe can hardly refrain from dropping ſome 
tears, when they reflect how long they 
abuſed: God's merey and forbearance — how 
much greater returns they ought to have 
made him — how much better they might 
Have been — how much more good they 
might have done in the world than they 
have done. 


Having now gone through the ſeveral par- 
ticulars of the remarkable tranfaction re- 
lated in my text, and * made fach re- 

flections 
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flections and obſervations upon them, a8 1 
thought might be of ſome uſe in a eaſe, 
which will certainly one day be every man's 
own, I will beg leave, before I conclade, 
to put this queſtion to every perſon that now 
hears me, and prefeſſes hinifelf a Chriſtian : 
Suppofing any of you were permitted to 
chuſe the very day and hour of your death, 
what is the time you would fix en? Would 
you not anſwer me, if you think well of the 
matter, At that time, whenever it be, when 
1 ſhall have fet mine houſe in the beſt order 
— when I have got all things in readineſs— 
when I am the beſt diſpoſed and qualified 
for my departure out of this world. Why 
then will you not immediately ſet about this 
very buſineſs, the putting yourſelf into ſuch 
a ſtate and condition, as, if you wiſh well to 
yourſelves, you muſt above all things wiſh 
to be found in, when God calls you to judg- 
ment? O how cheaply is the bleſſedneſs of 
an happy death purchaſed by all the ſtudy 
and labour of the longeſt life! I ſhall 
conclude all, with part of a prayer con- 


ſtantliy uſed by a good and great man of the 
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laſt century :: Add this, O Lord, to all 
*« the grace and favour thou haſt ſhewn me 
« all along in life, not to remove me hence 
but with all advantage for eternity, when 
I ſhall be in adue preparation of mind, in 
a holy diſpoſition of ſoul, in a perfect re- 
** nunciation of this mad and ſinful world. 
* And when I come to leave the world, 
afford me ſuch a mighty power and pre- 
*« ſence of thy good Spirit, that I may be 
delivered from all conſternation of mind, 
** all doubtfulneſs and uncertainty about my 
„ everlaſting condition, and at length de- 
£* part in the faith of God's elect, to the 
*« enjoyment of that happineſs, which thou 
* haſt prepared for them, through Jeſus 
* Chriſt our Lord.” 


60 


* Dr. Whitlock. 
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1 THEss. v. 17. 
Pray without ceafing. 


HE grounds and reaſons upon which 
prayer to God is founded, are ſo very 
evident, that it is no wonder this duty has 
been ſo univerſally acknowledged and prac- 
tiſed at all times, and under all diſpenſati- 
ons ; nothing being more natural than that 
men ſhould apply to Him in their diſtreſs, 
who, they are perſuaded, is perfectly ac- 
quainted with all their wants, and is both 
able and willing to relieve them. That He 
knows their wants, and can remove them, 
they can have no doubt about, as long as they 
| acknow- 
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acknowledge his infinite wiſdom and al- 
mighty power; and that He is likewiſe al- 
ways diſpoſed to be kind and gracious to 
them, they mult be quite aſſured of, if they 
only believe that God is their maker. For 
they can never think that He can be regard- 
leſs of any evils to which, by the condition 
of their nature, He has made them ſubject. 
Like as a father pitierb his on thildren, even 
ſo muſt the Lord be pitiful to thoſe whom 
He hath created in his own image. The 
objection, therefore, of modern infidels, that 
God is wiſe enough to know our wants be- 
fore we aſk, and good enough to give us 
what is fit for us, whether we aſk it or not, 
and therefore that all application to Him by 
prayer, is not only needleſs, but impertinent; 
for it is defiting Hitn to alter his will, which 
is fixed and immutable. This objection, I 
ſay, will be found, upon examination, to be 
a very triffing one; for I believe ſcarce any 
man was ever fo abſurd as to think, that 
God knew nothing of his wants till he was 
pleaſed to inform his Maker of them, or any 


one ſo ſenfelefs as to hope, that he could, 


4 by 


by his prayers, teaze the Almighty into a 
compliance with ſuch requeſts as it were 
neither fit for him to put up, or for God to 
grant. All who know what prayer is, know 
that it is intended to expreſs our firm belief 
in God, and truſt in his providence ; that it 
is at the ſame time an acknowledgment of 
our own weakneſs and dependance, and of 
his infinite perfections, his all-preſent and 
all-ſceing eye, his almighty power, his moſt 
conſummate wiſdom, and his never-failing 
mercy and loving-kindnefs.—That it is He 
alone whom we look upon as our ſure com- 
fort and ſupport, the author and beſtower 
of all the good we enjoy or expect; conſe- 
quently that the temper and frame of mind 
with which prayer is accompanied, when it 
is performed as it ought to be, do fit and 
qualify us for the bleſſings we aſk; and 
therefore that all the change that is made, 
is made in ourſelves, it being the fixed and 
unalterable will of God to grant his favours 


to ſuch, and ſuch enly, as are fit and n 
to receive them. 


To 
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To expect that God ſhould, at our re- 
queſt, ſuſpend or divert the regular courſe of 
his providence, would be highly preſump- 
tuous in us, as He cannot be ſuppoſed to do 
this but upon the moſt extraordinary reaſons 
and occaſions; yet we may humbly hope, 
that upon a certain foreknowledge of our 
particular circumſtances, He has in general 
fo ordered the courſe of it, as to make a 


ſuitable proviſion for all our real wants and 


deſerts, and to procure us, if not the very 
things we pray for, ſomething elſe which is 
better and fitter for us. To bring under one 
view, to eſtimate and adjuſt ſuch an infinite 
and complicated a variety of caſes and inci- 
dents, is indeed a moſt ſtupendous ſpecula- 
tion. But can any thing be too hard for the 
Almighty? Or what difficulty is there which 
infinite power, directed by infinite wiſdom, 
cannot ſurmount ? 


If it ſhould ſtill be ſaid, that matter of 
fact and experience are on the other fide of - 
the queſtion ; — that we do not find thoſe 
who are conſtant at their devotions, more 


ſucceſsful 
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ſucceſsful in their affairs than thoſe who ne- 
ver pray at at all; and accordingly it is the 
obſervation of Solomon, That there is one 


event to the righteous and to the wicked, to 


bim that ſacrificeth and to him that ſacrificeth 


not. We anſwer, that this obje&ion reſpects 


* 


only the moſt inconſiderable ſubjects of our 
prayers, our temporal concerns; as for our 
ſpiritual ones, ſuch as the pardon of our 
ſins, and the grace of God, they are not at 
all affected by it, and therefore there is ſtill 


left ſufficient matter for our addreſſes to the 


Almighty. But farther it may be replied, 
that all obſervations about other men's de- 
ſerts, and other men's happineſs in this 
world, muſt be very vague and fallacious. 
We neither know how other men pray, nor 
what to call ſucceſs. We may ſee them, 
indeed, on their knees, and lifting up their 


hands and their eyes to heaven; but with 


what inward affections of mind and heart 
they pray, can be known only to God and 
their own ſouls. Or, what we eall a diſap- 


pointment, may be productive of ſome 


greater 
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greater good to them, or preventive of ſome 
greater evil. = 


Numberleſs are the directions in ſcripture 
relating to the due and conſtant performance 
of this duty, and the ſeveral parts of it. 
That the apoſtle's injunction in my text, of 
praying without ceafing, is not to be taken in 
its litoral fenfe, is very evident, for then 
every other duty muſt be neglected; but 
that prayer muſt be the daily exerciſe of a 
Chriſtian, frequently repeated, and never 


laid afide for any conſiderable time; and that 


beſides the appointed times and forms for 
our daily devotions, we ſhould-likewiſe, in 
every hour of our conſcious life, lift up our 
hearts to God in ſecret, in ſuch fort ejacu- 
lations as ſhall be ſuggeſted to us, either by 
our own refleQions, or by the various oc- 


currences which paſs without us. Thus, 


4. g. whenever our former fins are brought 


to our remembrance, we may fmite upon our 


breaſts with the humble. publican, with 2 
God be merciful to me a finer. Or, when 
any of God's paſt mercies preſent themſelves 

| | to 


to our view, we may give 3: vent to our gray 
titude in ſoms ſuch expreſſions. as than, 
Bleſſed be thy: goodneſe ta me O Lord, whe 
am. not worthy of the legſi of. all thy-mencies. 
The miſery. and misfortunes which wo ſag 
befalling others, may draw from us 4 grate» 
ful acknowledgment of aur on undeſteved 


happineſs, Lore. What am IL. thak than thus 


viſiteſt ne wish: thy favour and leving - Aiad. 
20%. ! If temptations and enticements ta fig 
ſurprize us, We may, With Joſeph; repel 
them, with a How can I de tbis great wich+ 
edneſs, and ſin again God? Qr cry qut with 
St. Paul, Let thy grace, O Lord, be foufuci- 
ent for me. When we unexpecedly. meet 
with any injury et inſult, or with any un- 
grateful returns from thoſo we have obliged, 
this ſhould make us reflect upon the multi- 


Him; and put into our mouths that petition 


of our daily prayer. Forgive me my treſpaiſ · 


(cs, as I forgive this man who thus traſpal- 
ſeth againſt mg. If we are ſtruck with the 
bght of apy glen. which naturally difpleys 


= 


tude of our offences againſt God, and the 
baſe ingratitude we are guilty of towards 
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tlie power or wiſdom, the greatneſs or good- 
neſs, or any other perfection of the Almigh- 
ty; when, e. g. we caſt up our eyes and be- 
hold the ſun coming forth of his chamber like 
a bridegroom, the moon walking in brightneſs, 
attended with all the hoft of heaven; when we 


fee the clouds dropping fatneſs,, the little hills 
rejoicing on every youu and the vallies ſtand- 


ing thick with corn; when we obſerve the 


amazing operations of nature, and its ini- 
mitable productions, or only eonſider how 
fearfully and wonderfully we ourſelves are 
made, our praiſes and thankſgivings may be 
thus expreſſed, Vo is like unto thee, O Lord? 
Who is fo great à god at our God? Thou art 
chathed with majeſty and honour, and haſt ſet 
thy glory above the heavens. How manifold 
are thy works in wiſdom haſt thou made them 
all. Thou art good and gracious unto all, and 
thy tender mercy is over all thy works. All 
mementos of our mortality, and ſuch we 
ſhall daily meet with, may. draw from us 
theſe pious ejaculations: Lord, ſince 1 
* know neither the day nor the hour of thy 
e W grant that I may be always ready 
«ce to 
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« to receive thee. Let me the the death f © 
« the righteous, and let my latter end be'like 1 
« bjs. Let me depart in peace, and enter into 

« thy joy.” In a word, every unexpected 
appearance, either in the courſe of nature, 
the diſpenſations of Providence, or the vi- 
ciſſitudes of human affairs; every change in 
our own circumſtances and fituation, will 
furniſh us with ample matter for our occa- 
ſional devotions. They are theſe ſhort and 
unpremeditated forms of prayer which 1 
propoſe recommending to your practice in 
the remainder of this diſcourſe, from the 
conſideration of their great utility, and the 
many good effects which follow from them. 


225 


And the firſt and the greateſt recommen- 
dation I ſhall mention of them is, what is 
indeed common to theſe, with all our other 
private devotions, the ſincerity with which 
they are attended; for they ſpeak the lan- 
guage of our hearts, and are the genuine ef- 
fuſions of our ſouls. When we. enter the 
houſe of prayer, and join in the public wor- 
ſhip, it may be with-a mind-wholly eſtranged 

| Q from 
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from the ſervice of God, and poſſeſſed with 
affections and motives quite inconſiſtent with 
ttue piety. It may be to avoid cenſure, or 
to obtain applaufe ; to ſee, or to be ſeen; 
to comply with the faſhion of the place and 
company, or only to fill up a vacant hour ; 
but when we lift up our hearts to God in 
ſecret, and none but He can ſee or hear us, 
we cannot but be in good earneſt ; it is im- 
poſſible we ſhould have any thing elſe in 
view but the recommending ourſelves to his 
favour, by pouring out our hearts, and lay- 
ing out our ſouls before Him, and by mak - 
inz our words the echo of our thoughts. 
This is, indeed, worſhipping the Lord with 
a holy worſhip. This is ſerving him with 
truth, and a perfect heart ; very different from 
thoſe formal addreſſes which are ſo often 
made to Him by others in public, and by 
which they can at beſt be ſaid only to make 
their compliments to the Almighty. 


Another advantage attending theſe, and 
all other our private devotions, is, that they 
admit of greater fervency than our public 
ones. 
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ones. For here a truly modeſt and conſci- 
entious man will be always On his guard, 
carefully watching every motion and geſ- 
ture, every muſcle of his countenance, and 
every tone of his voĩce; ever fearful of al- 
lowing himſelf in any ſingularity that may 
catch the eye, or engage the attention of 
others, and make them call in queſtion either 
his diſcretion or his ſincerity: but when a 
man retires from the world, and enters into 
his cloſet, all theſe reſtraints are removed; 
he is at full liberty to indulge himſelf in all 
thoſe affectionate expreſſions, either in his 
words or geſtures, which the fervency of his 
piety ſuggeſts to him. There is hardly any 
room for exceſs. Not the moſt mortified 
and humiliating /igns of ſhame and remorſe 
not the moſt lively expreſſions of our joy and 
gratitude — not the moſt exalted ſtrains of 
praiſe and adoration, can be diſpleaſing to that 
God, to whom all things are naked and 
open, our very thoughts and intentions, every 
hidden purpoſe and riſing affection within 
us, who ſeeth not as man ſeeth; for man 


Q 2 look- 
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tooketh only upon the outward appearance, 
but God looketh on the heart. 


Another advantage attending our occaſi- 
onal devotions, and which is peculiar to 
them, is, that they are not ſubject to that 
diſtraction and abſence of thought, which 
the beſt Chriſtians have always complained 
of, both in the public and larger forms of 
their private devotions. Something or ano- 
ther, either from within or without us, will 
break in upon the mind, and carry it off 
from the great buſineſs it is engaged in. 
Now the little time that our private ejacula- 
tions take up, prevents all ſuch inconveni- 
encies. We muſt attend to them, and we 
can attend to them only; for they are the 
inſtantaneous emanations of our ſouls, no 
ſooner conceived than brought forth. It is 
therefore the higheſt recommendation of 
this ſort of piety, that it is neceſſarily ac- 
companied with that attention, without 
which there can be neither fervency nor ſin- 
cerity in our addreſſes to God. For a man 
can never have any concern about what he 
does 
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does not attend to. His prayers muſt be 
cold and languid, or rather mere unmeaning 


ſounds. 


It follows farther, from the nature of that 
devotion I have been recommending, that 
it is equally adapted to ſolitude and com- 
pany, to bufineſs and retirement; and may 
be uſed in the midſt of our daily labours 
and employments, our ſtudies and converſa- 
tions. For though ſolitude and retirement 
are the moſt kindly ſeaſons to cheriſh this 
ſort of piety, yet company and buſineſs do 
moſt plentifully produce it; and a ſhort 
mental prayer will neither ſpoil the one, nor 
interrupt the other. A God be praiſed! a 
Lord have mercy upon me! will ſoon be diſ- 
patched. Such ejaculations are likewiſe 
ſuited to all the various occaſions, circum- 
ſtances, and conditions of human life, to 
every criſis and turn in our affairs; they are 
at all times ready at hand, when we are /it- 
ting in the houſe, and when ue are walking 
by the way; when we lie dawn, and when we 
riſe up. 

3 Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, The ſpecies of devotion I have 
been recommending to you, has a natural 
tendency towards eſtabliſhing in our minds 
an habitual piety, by preſerving in them a 
conſtant ſenſe of God and his perfections; 
of what we have to hope, and what to fear 
from Him; what we are ourſelves, and what 
we ought to be. They will keep. us in a 
proper. temper and diſpoſition, and better 
prepare us not only for the due performance 
of the ſtated and more ſolemn acts of devo- 
1 tion, but alſo for all the changes and chances 
of this mortal life; for the time of tribulation, 
for the time of our wealth, and for the hour of 
death. | 


So many and ſo great are the advantages 
attending our occaſional devotions, and ſuch 
reaſon have we to comply with the Apoſtle's 
injunction, in this ſenſe of praying without 
ceaſing. As to the particular forms of our 
ejaculations, we need never be at a loſs. The 
holy Scriptures, but particularly the book of 
Pſalms, will furniſh us with a great variety, 
ſuited to our ſeveral affections and defres ; 
| to 
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to the compunctions of guilt, and the pangs 
of remorſe; to the cries of our diſtreſs, and 
the cravings of our wents ;—to every, exal- 
tation of praiſe;—to- every glory of grati- 
tude ;—to every pious tranſport of our en- 
raptured ſoul. Here the ſincere penitent 
may learn how to confeſs his wickedneſs, 
and be ſorry for his fin, with all the becom- 
ing expreſſions of a broken and contrite 
heart. Here the humble ſupplicant will be 
inſtructed how to pour out his complaints be- 
fore God, and to ſbew bim of bis trouble. 
The pious adorer of God's majeſty will be 
taught how to ſpeak of all his marvellous 
works, and of the wonders that he doth for 
the children f men; and the truly grateful 
man how to /ing unto the Lord as long as he 
lives, and to praiſe his God whilſt he has 


his being. 


May what has now been offered to your 
conſideration, have its proper effe& upon all 
of us, by inſpiring us with an habitual diſ- 
poſition to embrace every opportunity of 
ſending up to the moſt high God all our 

P 4 prapers 
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prayers and ſupplications, all our praiſes and 
thankſgivings; every pious affection of our 
ſouls, and every holy purpoſe of our hearts ! 
So ſhall we almoſt irerally comply with the 
Apoſtle's injunction in my text, of praying 
without ceaſng. | 


A 
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Preached at Bury, at the Primary Viſitation of 
Thomas, Lord Biſhop of Norwich, June 7, 17 5 3. 


DEU r. xxxii. 2. 


My doctrine ſhall drop as the rain: My ſpeech 
ſhall diſtil as the dew, as the ſmall rain upon 
the tender herb, and as the ſhowers upon 
the graſs. | | 


HE Song of Moſes, of which my 7 
text is part, has always been reckoned 
amongſt the many paſſages of Scripture, 
which, for the ſublimity of the language 
and ſentiment, are far ſuperior to the moſt 
admired performances either of the antients 

or 
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or moderns. The tender and endearing 
images, in which the goodneſs of God, and 
his ſpecial care over Iſrael are ſet forth—his 
afſectionate ęxpoſtulations with an ungrate- 
ful people - the dreadful denunciations of his 
provoked juſtice, have all of them ſuch a na- 
tural majeſty, as cannot but be exceedingly 
affecting to every man, who has any taſte or 
feeling for what is truly great and beautiful. 
The compariſon in my text is a very juſt and 
proper one. For no effects are more cer- 
tain or more. ſalutary, than thoſe which are 
produced by the dews and ſhowers of hea- 
yen ; and virtue and knowledge are no leſs 
the genuine fruits of doctrine and inſtruc- 
tion, which, therefore, Moſes declares, 
ſhould be as effectually and plentifully 
brought forth in the minds of thoſe who 
duly attended to him, as the fruits of the 
earth, bythe ſeaſonable dews and rains which 
fall upon it: and, conſidering the affecting 
manner in which he ſets forth both the 
goodneſs and the power of God, what they 
might hope for from the former, and what 
_ had to fear from the latter, he might 
juſtly 


S E R MON XIII. 23g 
juſtly promiſe. himſelf that his ſpeech and 
doctrine would actually be attended with this 
good ſucceſs. But in many of the antient 
verſions, the words are rendered, not as a 
declaration of what would be, but as a wiſh- 
ing and praying for what ought to be, Let 
my doctrine drop as the rain, and let my 
ſpeech diſtil as the dew. This latter ſenſe 
of the words is certainly moſt agreeahle to 
the known character of the Iſraelites, and 
to the reproaches of Moſes in what follows. 
But in either ſenſe, they will ſufficiently 
anſwer our preſent purpoſe, and the uſe we 
intend to make of them ; which is to ap- 
ply them to that eſtabliſhed mode of public 
inſtruction amongſt us, by preaching of ſer- 
mons. For the natural effect of a good diſ- 
courſe either is, or ought to be, the real be- 
nefit of the hearers. But, ſince it is evident, 
that in order to produce this effect, ſome- 
thing is required on both fides, on the part 
of the hearers, as well as on that ef the 
preachers. For, to purſue the alluſion in 
the text, as there muſt be a proper diipaſi 
tion in the earth to receive the dews and 
rain, 
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rain or elſe no fruit will be produced. For 
what will the moſt kindly ſhowers ſignify, 
when they fall upon a rock? So what effect 
will the beſt diſcourſes have, when preached 
to thoſe who are no better than ſtones and 
rocks; who have neither ears to hear, nor 
a heart to underſtand what is ſpoke to them. 
Since, I fay, ſomething is required on both 
ſides, | | 


I ſhall ſet before you, in the firſt place, 
what is required on the part of the preacher. 


And, ſecondly, what on our peoples; in 
order to render our diſcourſes from the pul- 
pit, as uſeful and beneficial as they were ori- 
ginally intended to be. 


And firſt, As to what is required on our 
parts. And here I am very ſenfible, who 
they are I am now ſpeaking-before, and how 
juſtly the well known ſtory of the philoſo- 
pher's entertaining a great general with a 
formal diſcourſe on the art of war, may be 
applied to me on this occaſion ; and there- 
5 fore 
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fore I ſhall endeavour to ſpeak with the mo- 
deſty that becomes” me, affecting neither 
novelty nor refinement, and only ſuggeſting a 
few ſhort hints, which may ſerve to make 
thoſe things fully preſent to your thoughts, 
which you have long been acquainted with; 
and-to excite both in myſelf and others, a 
ſincere deſire and reſolution to do our duty 
herein, according to the beſt abilities which 
God has given us. 


But to proceed: We ſhould always have 
in view the two great ends of all our preach- 
ing, which are inſtruction and exhortation ; 
either to inform men of their duty, or to 
incite them to the practice of it. Where 
the firſt of theſe ends is propoſed, we muſt 
take all the care we can, that our diſcourſes 
be ſo compoſed, as to be eaſily apprehended 
by thoſe we ſpeak to. That our language and 
expreſhons may be clear, eaſy, and unaffect- 
ed, and ſuch as the generality of our audience 
may be fairly ſuppoſed to underſtand; other- 
wiſe, we may as well ſpeak to them in an un- 


known tongue : not that we are to deal in 
any 
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any low and vulgar phraſes, or in any coarſe 
or trivial conceits. There muſt be a certain 
dignity, as well as eaſe in our compoſitions, 
a manly and majeſtic fimplicity. To fay all 
in a few words. We muſt always endeavour 
at leaſt, (though it be a happineſs which 
few can attain to) to ſpeak to our people in 
ſuch a language as may give no offence to 
the judicious hearer, and yet be level to the 
loweſt apprehenſion. 


A ſincere and ſteady view to the real in- 
ſtruction of our people, will influence the 
matter, no leſs than the ſtyle of our diſ- 
courſes. We ſhould adapt them to the par- 
ticular wants and circumſtances of thoſe we 
are to preach to. We ſhall well conſider 
what are the duties in which they are moſt 
defective, and what the vices to which they 
are moſt addicted. Thus, for example, a diſ- 
courſe againſt luxury, covetouſneſs, and want 
of charity to the poor, would: be as little 
edifying to a congregation of indigent and 
neceſſi tous perſons, as one on patzence 
| ; and 
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and contentment would be to the rich and 
proſperous. 


For the ſame 3 we ſhould abſtain 
from amuſing our audience with vain and 
idle ſpeculations, with curious, but need- 
leſs controverſies; chuſing rather to feed 
them with plain and wholeſome truths, and 
to infuſe that knowledge into them which 
will make them wiſe unto ſalvation. | 


Laſtly, As we are miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt 
and his Goſpel,, we muſt not ſet ourſelves 
up for mere preachers of - morality and na- 
tural religion, but, whenever' we have occa- 
fon to treat of theſe points, we ſhould in- 
force them with Chriſtian' arguments and 
Chriſtian motives. We ſhould think our- 
ſelves obliged to make the truths which our 
great Maſter hath taught us, the precepts 
He hath given us, the privileges He hath 
granted, and the promiſes He hath made us, 
the conſtant ſubjects of our diſcourſes. The 
holy Scriptures muſt be the principal maga- 
zine from which all eur materials are to be 

ELY drawn. 
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drawn. For they are profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for inſtruction in 
righteouſneſs, that the man of God may be 
thoroughly furniſbed unto all good "works. 


But as it is the buſineſs of ſuch diſcourſes 
to exhort and incite, as well as to inform and 
inſtruct, and of courſe muſt be directed to 
the paſſions, as well as to the reaſon of men, 
in thoſe parts where ſuch an application is 
proper, great care muſt be taken that the 
motives we employ may make their way di- 
realy to the hearts and conſciences of our 
hearers, and may ſolely and entirely pofleſs 
them. To this end we muſt avoid all rhe- 
torical flowers, all tinſel ornaments, and 
frothy declamation ; every thing that looks 
like oftentation and parade, or that favours 
of an over-weening fondneſs of admiration 
and applauſe. For ſuch ſpeech and doctrine 
will never drop as the rain, nor diſtil as the 
dew, but will rather reſemble thoſe haſty 
ſhowers which never ſink deep enough to 
produce any fruit. The eloquence which 
will do the buſineſs effectually, muſt be of 
another 
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another ſort; it muſt be chaſte, grave, and 
manly; it muſt have a native ſtrength and 
beauty; it muſt have both the powers of 
reaſon, and the ſoftneſs of perſuaſion. The 
preacher himſelf muſt be as it were forgot, 
whilſt all the good thoughts he inſpires his 
hearers with, muſt ſeem to them to be no- 
thing elſe but the genuine ſuggeſtions of 
their own minds. 


A great and good prelate * of our church, 
ſpeaking on this ſubject, ſays, That that ſer- 
«© mon is moſt like to have had its true effect, 
** which makes every one go away ſilent and 
grave, and haſtening to be alone, to me- 
e ditate and pray over the matter of it; and 
„ not that which makes the audience look 
lively and pleaſed, and ſets them all a 
„talking with one another.” And this, 
indeed, is the way to make our words like 
the word of God itſelf, quick and powerful, 
and ſharper than any two-edged ſword, pier- 
cing even to the dividing aſunder of ſoul and 
ſpirit, and diſcerning the very thoughts and 


* Biſhop Burnet's Paſtoral Care. 
R in- 
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entents of the heart. It may be ſaid, indeed, 
and very juſtly, Who 18 Sufficient for theſe 
things ? Or who can be ſo inſufferably vain 
as to pretend heisſo? But then, though no 
man could actually attain to ſuch perfection 
n this divine art, yet ſhould eyery man ſin- 
5 labour and endeavour after it; and 
the more he does ſo, the more nearly, with 
God's grace, will he approach unto it : 
- whereas it is in this, as in other caſes, he 
that does not endeavour to do his duty in 
the beſt manner, will generally do it very 
fightly and imperfectly. 


— 8 


The ſeveral rules to be obſerved, in order 
to make our diſcourſes from this place pro- 
duce ſo good an effect, are not ſo eaſily giv- 
en, and would be better placed in a regular 
treatiſe: on the ſubject, than in a diſcourſe of 
this nature. However, I. will venture to 
mention two particulars, without which the 
beſt rules, though never ſo well applied, will 
be able to do nothing; and with which, and 
a moderate ſhare of taſte and judgment, we 
may do any thing. 


a. 


oa The 
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The firſt-is; that we really be in earneſt 
vurſelves;—that;: like St: Paul; our heart's 
deſire and prayer for our people is; that they 
might be ſaved; and particularly that, at 
the time of our preaching, we wiſh; above 
all things, that what we ſay may effectually 
move and perſuade. them - that our doc 
trine may drop upon them as the rain, and 
our ſpeech diſtil as the dew; as the ſmall 
rain upon- the tender herb; and as the 
ſhowers upon the graſs: For this will 
keep us, on the one hand, frotti all that 
careleſs and flovenly behaviour, which 
very naturally makes our people conelude, 
that we look upon this holy exerciſe as an 
irkſome taſk; which we are therefore glad to 
get over as ſoon as we can; and, on the 
other hand, from all the exceſſes and im- 
proprieties which we are apt to fall into, 
when we conſider ourſelves as acting a part; 
or contending for a prize. This, in ſhort; 
will influence and direct every motion of our 
bodies, every feature of our counterance, 
and every modulation of our voice. And 
when we are thus affected ourſelves, we ſhall 

| | R 2 be 
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be much more likely to make others be ſo 
too. For men do much more naturally and 
ſtrongly expreſs what they feel, than what 
they only feign; and no ſentiments do ſo 
readily make their way to the heart of the 
hearer, as thoſe which ſeem to come directly 
from that of the ſpeaker. 


So neceſſary is it towards making our 
preaching effectual to the good purpoſes it 
was deſigned to anſwer, that our people 
ſhould be fully perſuaded we are in earneſt 
ourſelves. Now this they cannot be, un- 
leſs, which is the other particular I ſhall 
mention, unleſs our lives and converſations 
are of a piece with our ſpeech and doctrine ; 
unleſs we are patterns and examples of all 
that virtue and holineſs we preach unto 
others. For men will always regard what 
we do more than what we ſay, forming their 

, judgments of our real intentions and diſpo- 
' fition, more from our actions than our words. 
q For the beſt compoſed diſcourſes from a bad 
man, will have no more effect upon his audi- 
ence than ſounding braſs or a tinkling 

cymbal ; 
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cymbal ; no ſooner over, than forgot: 
whereas when ai man lives what he preaches, 
—when he only inculcates thoſe truths upon 
others, which every body knows he believes 
and practiſes himſelf, this will beſpeak him 
the favourable regard of every candid and 
ingenuous hearer; this will give both life 
and ſtrength, both grace and dignity to all 
his arguments and exhortations. Accord- 
ingly * a great maſter amongſt the Antients 
afſerts, that none but a truly good man can 
be a compleat orator, 


Having: thus laid before you what is re- 
quired on our part, the preachers of God' 

word, give me leaye, in like manner, to ſet 
forth what is required on the part of the 
hearers of that word, in order to render this 
office of our miniſtry ſucceſsful]. | 


And firſt, it is requiſite that our hearers 
be previouſly acquainted with all the funda- 
mental principles of natural and revealed 
religion, ſince otherwiſe our diſcourſes will 
be. little regarded, or even underftood by 
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them. It will be but little better than read- | 


ing a lecture in the abſtruſeſt parts of the 
mathematics, to thoſe who are ignorant of 
the very elements of that ſcience. And this 
is one great reaſon, why ſo many of our 
people are fo little edified by our ſermons. 
They are not propetly prepared and fore-in- 
ſtructed for the receiving any real benefit 
from them; the fault of which is chiefly to 
be imputed to the parents, and thoſe who 
have the oharge of educating our youth, who 
inſtru& them in any thing but the one thing 
needful, which is the firſt thing to be 
taught, and what they ought to know and 
believe 2 their foul's health. This ſcanda- 
lous negligence, it is to be feared, is much 
more common amongſt us of the eſtabliſhed 
church, than amongſt thoſe who diſſent from 
it. What pity is it, that the great bleſſings 
of ſecurity and eſtabliſhment, ſhould pro- 
duce the unkind returns of neglect and in- 
difference! 


The ſecond reguiſite | in our hearers is 8 
cerity, or an honeſt and hearty diſpoſition 
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to make a right uſe of this holy inſtitution, 
by attending upon it with no other view 
than their real improvement, either in the 
knowledge, or the practice of their duty. 

This will prevent all thoſe idle coticeits, 

which hinder men from making a proper 
aſe of what they hear from this place; ſuch 
as the mighty ſtreſs they are apt to lay upon 
ſuch qualifications in the preacher, which 
are the pure gifts of nature. A melodious 
voice—a ſoft and inſinuating addteſs—a 
graceful elocution, without which neither 
the moſt manly eloquence, nor the moſt 
affecting applications, neither the beſt good 
ſenſe, nor the cleareſt reaſoning, will be 
able to command their attention. No won< 
der, therefore, that ſuch hearers carry no- 
thing home with them from our ſermons, 
or nothing that is of any ſervice to them; 
nothing but what dies away upon the ear, 
or flokts for a ſhort time upon the imagina- 
tion. No wonder that they are neither the 
wiſer nor the better for our inſtruction. 
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A third requiſite to edification by ſer- 
mons, is candour, or a readineſs to make all 
fair allowances to the preacher, This will 
incline us to excuſe all unavoidable failures 
and natural infirmities, to paſs over eyery 
I:tle impropriety, and to give our whole 
attention to the important truths he ſhal] 
deliver, though the dreſs he gives them may 
not be quite ſo faſhionable, or quite ſo grace- 
ful as we could wiſh. This candid diſpo- 
ſition would be more common, would but 
men well confider (with the great Roman 
orator *) the difficulties and diſadyantages 
he lays under, who is to ſpeak in a numerous 
aſſembly on the moſt important ſubjects, 
while every body elſe keeps ſilence ; and how 
much eaſier it is, as well as how much 
readier men are to obſerve the faults than 
the excellencies of the ſpeaker, They would 
then do the ſame juſtice, and ſhew the ſame 
mercy to the preacher, as they themſelves 
would hope to meet with, were they to ſtand 
in his place, and he in theirs. Very nearly 
akin to candour is 

* Cicerp. 
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A fourth requiſite, humility; which will 
teach us to think modeſtly of ourſelves, and 
ſo the better prepare our hearts for the re- 
ception of the word ſpoken unto us. For 
one great obſtacle to men's proficiency by 
ſermons, is the contempt with which they 
are apt to look both upon the perſon and 
the office of the preacher. They think it 
below them to attend to the inſtructions of 
one, whom they conſider as their equal, or, 
it may be, as much their inferior, both in 
natural and acquired accompliſhments ; z Or, 
if they entertain a better. opinion of his 
abilities, yet they do not think it worth 
their while to liſten to him, who can only 
tell them what they knew before. But let 
ſuch conſider, that however mean and con- 
temptible he may be in his own perſon, yet 
in the place he ſtands in, he is the meſſenger 
of the Moſt High, appointed by Him to 
declare, explain, and enforce his will ; all 
He expects from us, and all we have to ex- 
. pet from Him: and though he may not 
deliver his meſſage with all the grace and 
dignity it * yet we ſhould pay a 
reſpectful 
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reſpectful attention to him, for the ſake of 
that God, whofe he is, and whom he ſerves. 
They ſhould remember that he does not 
preach: himſelf, but Chrift Jeſas the Lord. 
They may likewiſe be told, that the deſign 
of ſermons is not barely to inform us of 
what we were before ignorant (though per- 
haps even this might be of uſe to ſome of 
theſe faſtidious hearers) but to remind us of 
what we have forget, and, above all, to in- 
eite us to the practice of what we do know, 
and have long been convinced of. Now no- 
thing is a better preparative for all this than 
komility. - For as this is nothing elſe but a 
due ſenſe of our own wants and weakneſſes, 
it will always keep the mind open fol in- 
ſtruction, reproof, and exhortation. The 
qualifications and diſpoſitions I have already 
mentioned, are what we muſt bring with us 
to the feet of the preacher, being previouſly 
requifite to the hearing the word effectually. 


But there is, fifthly, another particular 

F fhall recommend for the ſame purpoſe, 
which is neceſfary in the act of hearing, 
and 
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and that is the applying what we hear to our 
own particular caſe and circumſtances. Not 
that we are to ſuppoſe the preacher directly 
addreſſes himſelf to us, or points us out to 
the reſt of the congregation. This would 
be highly unworthy of him; but, like the 
man in the Syrian army, who drew his bow 
at a venture, and ſmote the king of Ifrael be- 
twixt the joints of the harneſs, ſo he 
in his ſermons does not take aim at any 
individual, but only ſets himſelf againſt 
wickedneſs in general; leaving it to God's 

grace ſo to direct his words, that they may 
ſmite every ſinner to the heart. But though 
the preacher muſt not be conſidered as ap- 
plying to us in particular what he ſays, yet 
we mult be ſure to do ſo ourſelves. Thus, 
are the commandments of the firſt table the 
ſubjects of his diſcourſe? Look into your- 
ſelves, your lives, and converſations, and 
mark well how you have kept all theſe; 
whether you have diſcharged that honour 
and worſhip, that love and gratitude to your 
Maker, which are therein required of you. 
Or is he inſiſting on any of the ſocial duties? 
| And 
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And can you honeſtly ſay that you have, in 
no inſtance, been wanting in that juſtice and 
equity, that love and charity, which you 
owe unto your neighbour? Or is he treat- 
ing of thoſe duties which reſpect ourſelves ? 
Aſk yourſelves the queſtion, Have Ii not 
fadly failed in that chaſtity and temperance, 
that modeſty and purity which God - de- 
mands from me? Or are the holy ordi- 
nances of our holy religion, or the glorious 
privileges and precious promiſes of the Goſ- 
pe} held forth to us? Reflect upon your 
abuſe and contempt of theſe ordinances, 
upon your failure in the conditions on which 
theſe privileges and promiſes are founded. 
In a word, whatever vice he is reproving— 
whatever virtue he is recommending—what- 
ever character he is drawing—look well 
upon the picture, and fee if thou canſt not 
difcover in it a ſtriking reſemblance of thy- 
felf. Liſten attentively to thy conſcience,. 
and hark if it doth not tell thee Thou' art 
tbe man Thou art the impious and un- | 
grateful, the unjuſt and mercileſs, the filthy 
and impure, the profane and hypocritical 

man 
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man, which hath now been ſet forth to thy 
view. By this means we ſhall bring every 
thing home to ourſelves which comes from 
this place, and apply it to our proper uſe and 
benefit. : 

But laſtly, There is ſtill one thing more 
wanting, in order to theſe diſcourſes having 
their due effect upon the audience; and that 
is, that the ſubject- matter of them ſhould 
dwell upon the mind, and warm the heart 
for ſome conſiderable time afterwards. There 
are many hearers, who, in the parable of the 
ſower, are ſaid to receive the word with joy, 
but having no root, fall away in the time of 
temptation. They come to church, it may 
be, with very good intentions and reſoluti- 
ons, are very ſerious and attentive, and 
ſhew all the ſigns of their being really affected 
with what they hear; but all theſe good diſ- 
poſitions are of a very tranſitory nature, 
ſcarce laſting any longer than while, the 
words of the preacher are ſounding in their 
ears ; for no ſooner do they turn their backs 
upon him, than all the good impreſſions he 

had 
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had made upon them go off, and they are 
juſt / the ſame thoughtleſs people they were 
before. Not one vice is amended; not a 
ſingle grace is acquired. If, therefore, you 
would be the better for your hearing God's 
word preached unto you, you muſt carry it 
home with you, - you muſt enter into your 
chambey and be ſtill, devoutly meditating 
upon what you have that day heard with 
your outward ears, that through God's 
grace they may be. inwardly grafted in your 
hearts, and ſo. bring forth in you the fruits 
of. good living. 


If this is not the effect of your hearing, 
every requiſite I have mentioned is to no 
purpoſe ; ſo. that neither the beſt ſtock .of 
previous knowledge, nor the moſt ſincere 
intentions,' nor the moſt candid diſpoſition, 
nor the greateſt humility, nor the moſt im- 
partial and ſelf- applying attention, nor 
the devouteſt after- meditations, nor all of 
them together, will be of any value or ſig- 
nifieancy than as they contribute to this 
ou end of all- out preaching, the real re- 
— forma- 
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formation of your lives agd converſations. 
It matters not how attentively you lien to 
our diſcourſes, nor how much you are pleaſed 
with and commend them. Believe me, the 
beſt encomium you can beſtow | upon them, 
the greateſt honour you can confer upon 
us, as well as the greateſt kindneſs you can 
do yourſelves, is to practiſe what we preach 3 
otherwiſe, every diſcourſe you have heard 
from this place, will only riſe up in judgment 
againſt you: and, I am afraid, it will be a 
bitter reflection that many of you will make 
hereafter, that you lived in an age. and coun- 
try in which the Goſpel was purely and 
freely preached unto you, and yet you lived 
and died like mere heathens ; as if tbe Sun 
of righteouſneſs bad never roſe upon qou, or 
you bad never heard the Sad tidings of ſalve 


fon. 


But Oh, my reverend brethren ] how 
much bitterer will be the reflection to us, 
how intolerable the thought, when we ſhall 
one day conſider what ſtrong engagements 

we have broke through, both to God and 


man,. 
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man,—what clear light and conviction we 
have acted againſt, —what guards and checks 
we were under, what lively mementos of 
our duty were every day ſuggeſted to us,— 
how natural and eaſy it was, and almoſt a 
thing of courſe, for us to have wrought out 
our ſalvation. How will it make us gnaſh 
with our teeth, to weep and wail, when we 
cannot but ſee and own that we are the baſe 
and vile wretches, we are the fools and mad 
men, whom we have ſo often expoſed and 
declaimed againſt ; - and that after having for 
ſo long a time preached unto others, we at 
laſt are become caſtaways ourſelves. 


God grant, therefore, that we his miniſ- 
ters may ſo-preach his word, and our people 
ſo duly attend to it, that we may both /ave 
our own ſouls, and the ſouls of all who hear 
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Dominum tuum Deum adorabis, & ei ſoli 
ſervies. 


Ectè a Cicetone dicitur pietatem juſti- 

N tiam effe adverſum Deos x. Deo enim 

optimo Maximo cultum & adorationem 

ſummo jure deberi apud omnes in confeſſo 
bd ma eſt, 


De natura Deorum. 
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eſt, qui vel Humani generis indiligentiam, 
vel Divine Majeſtatis bonitatem unquam 
ſeri6 contemplati fuerint. Hoe ſuadet recta 
ratio. Hoc ſacri Codices, identidem jubent 
& hortantur. Iidem vero codices, qui docent 
Deum eſſe colendum, docent etiam in una 
eademque naturà divina tres perſonas (ut 
vocantur) ineſſe & & ſubſiſtere ej uſdem Gloriæ, 
Majeſtatis & Divinitatis, cultumque ſibi 
proprium unicuique aſſignant. Patrem ju- 
bemur invocare ſub titulo creatoris, quem 
moderatorem ſibi vendicat hæe quanta quanta 
eſt tota rerum univerſitas. Filium ſub titulo 
redemptoris, qui infenſiſſimis humano generi 
hoſtibus, morte & diabolo, non fine ſanguine 
multo & ſudore tandem debellatis, ** ipſam 
« victoriam vicit, captivamque duxit capti- 
« yitatem.”, Sanctum denique Spiritum ſub: 
titulo Paracleti, illuminatoris ac ſanctifica- 
toris, cujus eſt errores ſimul & miſerias ab- 
ſtergere, animum gratà conſolatione per- 
mulcere, & ad cœleſtem gloriam quaſi manu 
nos ducere. Arriani autem, Sociniani, cæte- 
rigue ejuſdem farinæ homines, dum pluſ- 
quam gigantel audacia Chriſtum cœlo de- 

turbare 
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turbare ſtudeant, tamen, quod mirandum 
ſans eſt, eundem advenerari minimè dubi- 
tant, quemque pro Deo non agnoſcunt, ei 
divinos tribuunt honores. Talem igitur cul- 
tum eſſe idololatricum ex verbis modo recita- 
tis, & aliis ſacræ ſcripturz locis oftendere 
conabimur. 


Eft profectò eximia quædam Supremi nu- 
minis præſtanſque gloria, ut ea debeat ipſa 
per ſe elicere omnes homines, totamque gen- 
tem ratione utentem ad ſe colendum, quæ- 
que efficit ut reliquis omnibus longè longe- 
que antecellat. Nulla enim intercedit inter 
opus & opificem, creatum & creatorem, 
finitum & infinitum, media natura; quicquid 
limitibus circumſcriptum fit, quantumvis 
excelſo gradu ſupra cætera ponatur, neceſſe 
eſt ut evadat infinito infinite minus. Quo- 
modo autem viro bono & ſapienti convenit, 
naturis tam magno intervallo a ſe invicem 
remotis, parem honorem adhibere, iiſdem 
precibus advenerari, iiſdem laudibus cele- 
brare finitum & infinitum, æternum & na- 
tivum Deum? Profecto magnus ille terræ 

| S 2 cœlo- 
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celorumque Dominus nec Majeſtatem ſuam 
ita conculcatam diſſimulabit, nec im- 
pune ſinet honores, ſibi ſoli debitos, novo & 
nomine tantùm Deo deferri, quem ipſe ma- 
nibus ſuis fabricaverit. Sed non opus eſt ut 
hunc locum diutius urgeamus. Abſurdum 
enim & planè ridiculum eſt talem Deum 
advenerari, qui vel non intelligit ſe coli, vel 
ſi intelligat, colentes nihil juvare poteſt. 
Neceſſe eſt igitur ut ille, cui omnia omnium, 
non hominum tantùm ſed Angelorum, Arch- 
angelorum, & fi quid ſupra fit, preces & op- 
tata eodem temporis articulo debeantur, ſit 
Omnipotens; utque omnia vel intima mentis 
penetralia præſens adſtanſque perſpiciat. Sive 
hoc, ſive illud dixeris, quæ poteſt eſſe pietas? 
Que ſanctitas? Que religio? Hæc enim 
omnia purè atque caſtè divino numini ita 
tribuenda ſunt, fi advertuntur ab eo; fin 
autem ille, quem pro Deo colimus, nec poteſt 
nobis opitulari, nec quid agamus animad- 
vertit, quare ullos ei cultus, honores aut 
preces adhibeamus? Atqui ille, qui omnia 
poteſt, omnia ſimul permeat intelligitque, 
ſit neceſſe eſt non nomine tantum ſed & na- 
tura 
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tura Deus: ex quo efficitur id quod volu- 
mus; omnem cultum religioſum, qui vero & 
ſupremo Deo non præſtatur, tum impietatis 
tum ſtultitiæ inſimulari. Hic autem obiter 
liceat obſervare, quod infra uberius diſputa- 
bitur, ipſum verè Deum, qui omnia poteſt, 
quæ fieri poſſunt, non tamen efficere poſſe, 
ut Is, quem Ipſe ex nihilo creaverat, idone- 
us fit cui cultus religioſus adhibeatur, 1. e. 
ut res creata increata, finita infinita fit; nec 
poteſt igitur jubere ut talis a nobis tanquam 
Deus colatur; hæc eſt naturæ vox. Hoc 
rectæ rationis judicium de cultu religioſo eĩ 
præſtito, cui non competit vera Divinitas. 
Adeamus jam ſacroſancta Dei oracula. A 
quo enim potius petenda ſunt modus, fines, 
objecta, reliquaque cognitio, quæ ad cultum 
divinum ritè præſtandum pertinet, quam ab 
ipſo Deo. Ille profectò optime novit quo- 
modo vult coli, utrum velit ipſi foli om- 
nem cultum adhiberi, aliumve quemvis ejuſ- 
dem honoris ſocium fibi adjunxerit. At, 
invito Deo, talem ſocium obtrudi poſſe ne- 
mo, credo, dixerit. Audiamus igitur de hac 
re Deum ipſum loquentem Kupioy rev cov 
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oe) Tporxuvyous, & c. Quid ſimplicius, quid 
autem plenius dici poteſt? Eritne aliquis 
tam perfriQa fronte, qui audeat huic divine 
legi exceptionem ſubtexere? In qui ipſe 
legiſlator omnem exceptionem præcidit. 
Hac lege ſemel conſtituta, omnes res create, 
quantumvis eximiæ ſint earum nature, ab 
omni ſocietate ejuſdem cum vero Domino 
et Deo cultis in eternum arcentur. Inſigne 
hoc Dei mandatum Arrianorum cauſam 
tam funditus evertit, ut nullum lapidem non 
moveant qua labantem fulciant erigantque, 
At miſere, ni fallor, et oleam et operam 
perdiderunt. Quz ab 1is dicta ſunt in hoc 
argumento huc tandem veniunt, © omnem 
cultum religioſum non eſſe ejuſdem digni- 
tatis et ordinis, at alium alio inferiorem, 
eum vero demum cultum in hac lege pro- 
hiberi, qui ſummus et ſupremus eſt ; inferi-- 
oris igitur generis cultum et ei præſtari 
poteſt, qui non eſt natura Deus, Eodem 
enim ſenſu accipiendas eſſe has particulas 
excluſivas ac in aliis ſcripture locis, ubi di- 
citur Deus ſolus ſapiens, ſolus bonus, &c. 
Sicut enim in iſtis non excluduntur a quali- 

cunque 
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cunque bonitate & ſapientaa quos Ipſe fecit, 
quemque ſecundum modulum ſuum, harum 
perfecłionum participes, ita in hoc Dei inter- 
dicto ab omni cultu et adoratione excludendos- 
quos Ipſe colendos efſe conſtituit, ſed potius 
includendos.“ O felicem iſtorum hominis 
induſtriam. O invidendam ſagacitatem, qui 
in ca re tam ſubtile, tam ingenioſum diſeri- 
men excogitaverunt, in qua prorſus ſilent ſacræ 
liters. Conſtans enim illarum vox eſt, Deum 
ſolum timebis, Deum ſolum adorabis, Deo 
{oli ſervies. Ne verbum quidem de cuka ſupre- 
mo, medio, aut infimo. Quod autem ſubjiciunt 
de vi particularum excluſivarum multum abeſt 
ut ca illorum faveat. Quanwis enim poſito 
Deum ſolum eſſe ſapientem, ſolum bonum, 
non excluduntur alii a qualicunque demum 
ſapientia vel bonitate, a ſapientia tamen & 
bonitate, perfectis & infinitis, vel, ut verbo di, 
cam, aver divinis penitus excluduntur. Eadem 
ratione etſi reliqui omnes in hoc loco, de quo 
agitur, non excluduntur a cultu civili, & ab eo 
honore qui unius eujuſque naturæ convenit, a 
cultu tamen vere diviao in, ſolidum arcentur. 
Liceat autem nobis adverſarios noſtros inter- 
025 84 rogare, 
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rogare, quid fibi velint per cultum illum in- 
feriorem, quem contendunt Chriſto ſuo poſſe 
adhiberi, ſalvo hoc Dei mandato ? In Chriſto 
terminetur, necne ? An in eo conſiſtit ut in- 
vocetur tanquam interceſſor tantum & medi- 
ator cum Deo Patre, qui nihil habet de pro- 
prio quod petentibus largiatur, ſed a quo quaſi 
inſtrumenta omnia a Patre in illos derivantur. 
Sive hoc, ſive illud dixerint, eodem res redit. 
Chriſtus nimirum compellatur, invocatur 
Chriſtus, idque non ab uno homine, ſed ab 
omnibus, non uno loco ſed omnibus, non 
uno tempore ſed omnibus. Aut igitur intel- 
ligit ſe coli, & invocari, aut non; ſi non in- 
telligit, fruſtra invocatur; ſi vero intelligit, 
omniſciens & omnipræſens eſt, adeoque verus 
& indubitatus Deus. 


Adeamus jam divum Paulum qui ad Gala- 
tas ſcribens (4—8) ita depingit ſuperſtitiones 
ethnicas, quibus dediti erant priuſquam filii 
et Hæredes Dei facti ſunt per Chriſtum A 
rere uU 2% #10785 Oed td n Guru S0. 
Oeo;g, At tum quidem 1gnorantes Deum ſer- 
viebatis 1is qui natura non ſunt Dii. Quibus 
verbis 
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yerbis duo manifeſte continentur, primo, di- 
vinos honores nemini tribuendos præter- 
quam, ei cui revera competit natura diyina, 
nedum ei quem inani titulo inſigniri, et no- 
mine tantum Deum exiſtumamus et profite- 
mur. Hic eſt verus hujus loci ſenſus, quem 
ordo verborum poſtulat, quique 'cum fre- 
quenti uſu ejuſdem locutionis, tum apud reli- 
quos ſacros Scriptores, tum apud hunc ip- 
ſum Apoſtolum optimè convenit. Mirari 
igitur libet quomodo in mentem venire po- 
tuiſſet viri magni quidem nominis in re lite- 
raria, ac proh dolor, partibus adverſariorum 
nimium faventis, Apoſtolum per illud quce 
voluiſſe totum hoc rerum naturalium ſyſtema, 
quaſi dixiſſet ſerviebatis Diis qui non exiſtunt 
in rerum naturi, qui nihil aliud ſunt 
quam chimæræ neſcio quæ, & vigilantium 
ſomnia: ſenſus aded durus & accerſitus, 
ut ipſe vir magnus poſt noviſſimam recenſio- 
nem ingenuè fatetur ſe erraſſe. Alio igitur 
modo, ſed non minus infeliciter aggreditur 
hunc locum interpretari; ſerviebant, inquit, 
Ethnici Diis, qui non habuerunt ſummum i- 
lud imperium in omnes res creatas a vero Deo 
conceſſum; quod ſolum eſt divini cultus fun- 


4 da- 
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damentum : quaſi tale imperium 1is concedi 
potuit qui non natura Dei, apt eos natura 
Deos dici potuiſſe, qui omnem divinitatem 
quam habent, olim non habuerunt, nec olim 
habituros. 


Secundò, ex hoe loco patet Galatas, poſt- 
quam Chriſti nomina dederunt, tum demum 
neminem coluiſſe præter eum, qui verus eſt 
et natura Deus; aliter futilis et plane ridi- 
cula eſſet hæc Paulina exprobratio. Quid 
enim! in promptu eſſet Galatis reſponſio. 
Cur tu, Paule, cultum illorum qui non ſunt na- 
turz Dei nobis Ethnicis objectas? Annon 
idem facimus Chriſtiani? Quid præſtat igi- 
tur hæc nova religio noſtra illi patrum noſtro- 
rum, à qua, te auctore, defecimus? Sed non 
eſt, ut tantæ futilitatis infamiam tam magno 
Apoſtolo inureremus. Conſtat Paulo ſua 
auctoritas. Conſtat Chriſto ſuus honos. 
Sarta denique tecta ſunt omnia. Non enim 
Atrianorum Chriſtum prædicavit Paulus, ſed 
Chriſtum verè Deum, ejuſdem cum Deo Pa- 
tre naturæ et majeſtatis. Claud et hoc argu- 
mentum inſigne illud angeli teſtimonium 

quod 
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quod Apocalipſeu;, capite xix. commate 11, 
occurrit, - iterumque, cap. xxii. com. g, ubi 
Johannem ad pedes ejus provolutum, ut ip- 
ſum adoraret, ita alloquitur angelus i n cu 
Nog Tov Yap eit, Ku ray ade\Þav Tov THY WT po- 
nr, xa THV THYPEYTAVY Tug Aoyws Ts Hu 
1001 % Oed FpITKUVIOOV. Vide ne feceris. 
Conſervus enim tuus ſum, et unus fratrum 
tuorum prophetarum, et eorum qui ſervant 
verba libri hujus: Deum adora. Cuivis hunc 
locum æquis oculis inſpicienti facilè patebit, 
cauſam, ob quam angelus cultum à Johanne 


ipfi oblatum repudiat, eſſe ejuſmodi quæ ad 


omnes res creatas indiſcriminatim pertineat. 
Omnes enim in eadem familia degunt, ab 
cadem manu aluntur, eundem Dominum co- 
lunt et obſervant. Hoc tantum inter illos 
intereſt quod aliz ad nobiliora, aliæ ad in- 
feriora miniſteria vocantur, aliæ majori mer- 
cede conducuntur, aliæ minori. Si igitur is 
ſit Chriſtus, qualem ſibi fingunt adyerſarii, 
nequaquam colendus eſt, ſiquidem ratione 
habità ſupremi Dei et Domini, ipſe etiam con- 
ſeryus noſter. Hic autem, contendit adver- 
farius, non agi de cultu vere Divino, ſed de 
cultu 
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cultu civili tantum, ut vocant, qualem etiam 
hominibus, regibus ſcilicet et prophetis ali- 
quando exhibitum fuiſſe a viris ſanctis legimus, 
quemque rejiciebat angelus, ut apoſtolico, quo 
tunc temporis fungebatur Johannes, munere 
indignum. Sed quam inepte hæc dici facile 
liquet, tum ex iis quæ præcedunt, tum ex lis 
quæ ſequuntur emeooy eprpoJev TOv Wodwv HUE 
Tpogxummoa avry, Cecidi, inquit Johannes, 
ante pedes ejus, adoraturus ipſum; ubi mani- 
feſtum eſt in facto Johannis notari imprimis 
finem propter quem factum ipſum fuerit cul- 
pandum. Nam projicere ſe ad pedes angeli 
non erat per ſe vitioſum, ſed eo fine ſe proji- 
cere ut ipſum adoret, et cultum divinum ex- 
hiberet ; ideoque angelus non tam reprehen- 
dit quod fecerat Johannes quam prohibet 
quod facturus erat Ga pwn, vide ne feceris. 
Quam male autem quæ ſequuntur T7 6: wpog- 
xvvyro» cum precedentibus coherent juxta 
hanc interpretationem ; ita enim enarraretur 


hic locus; Vide ne me proſecutus fueris eo 


honore civili, quem ordo & dignitas mea poſ- 
tulant, ſed Deum cultu religioſo adora. Pro- 
fed argumentum adeo frigidum et inſul- 
| ſum 


CONCIO ap CLERUM. 269 


ſum parum ſapit angeli gravitatem. Nec ve- 
rum eſt angelum repudiaſſe cultum ſibi obla- 
tum, quoniam ab apoſtolo offerebatur. Addit 
enim x TYpPEVT WY ou N Tours GOM quæ 
verba ad vulgarem quemque pium et Chriſti- 
anum hominem pertinent. Denique quod 
notatu dignum eſt, angelum non dixiſſe 
Deum coli, quemque Deus coli juſſit, nec 
Deum ſupremã veneratione proſequere, alios 
autem media aut infima, ſed. præciſè, ſed 
ſimpliciter, nulla interpoſita exceptione, Deum 
adora; quaſi dixiſſet, cultus, quem mihi præ- 


ſtiturus es, Deo ſoli convenit, vide igitur ne 


mihi ipſum tribuas; alioquin rationi ab an- 
gelo allatæ nullam prorſus vim ineſſe quis non 
ſtatim videt? Quæ hactenus dicta ſunt huc 
tandem redeunt. Cultum vere divinum ne- 
mini præterquam ipſi Deo tribuendum, ideo- 
que cultum, quem omnes qui divinitatem ejus 
denegaat Jeſu Chriſto, præſtant, illicitum eſſe 
et idololatricum, ab ĩis autem rectè coli qui 
verbo Dei fidem adhibentes, eum natura 
Deum voce et animo pronunciant. Ut verbo 
dicam. Si Chriſto competit vera divinitas, 


colendus; ſin minus, nequaquam. Hoc ar- 


gumen- 


6 
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gumentum tam miſere- torſit Socinianos, qui 
non tam honorificè ſentiunt de Chriſto ac Ar- 
riani, ut ed impudentiæ vel ſtultitiæ adacti 
ſunt, ut alii fidenter aſſeruerint Chriſtum non 
omnino à Chriſtianis invocandum, alii autem, 
inter quos eſt ipſe Anteſignanus Socinus, 
poſſe nos quidem ſine peccato cultum talem 
Chriſto præſtare, quamvis nec ei ſuo jure de- 
bitum, nec a nobis ullo Dei mandato requi- 
ſitum; quaſi nobis liberum eſſet pro arbitrio 
noſtro cuicunque nobis libitum fuerit divinos 
honores largire. At fatendum ſane eſt So- 
eini diſcipulos magis ſecum conſtare quam 
ſcholas Arrianorum. Cum enim utrique in 
hoc conveniant, quod Chriſtum ſpoliant divi- 
nitate ſua, hi tamen ipſum advenerari non du- 
bitant, illi vero prorſus reclamant. | 


Videamus jam quibus argumentis, vel po- 
tiùs argutiis, adverſarii fruſtra laborant idolola- 
triæ crimen a ſe amovere. 

Primò igitur perfugium ſibi quærunt in 
mandato divino, præ ſe ferentes non eſſe quod 


vel idololatriam vel qualecunque crimen refor- 
mident, 


r 
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mident, dum neminem invocent, neminem 


venerentur, niſi quem ipſe verus Deus coli & 


invocari voluit juſſitque. At quem quæſo in- 
vocari juſſerit? Num Arrianorum Chriſtum ?: 
Quid, qui tam fidenter affirmaverit glorjam 
meam alteri non dabo, creaturam honoribus 
ſibi maxime propriis inſigniverit, ad ſummum 
Deitatis culmen evexerit? Qui tam planè 
præſcripſerit Dominum Deum tuum adora- 
bis, & eo ſoli ſervies. Cum tamen coli juſ- 
ſerit qui nec Deum, nec Dominum audit. 
Abſit ut tantam levitatem, tantam inconſtan- 
tiam ei aſcribamus, qui eſt ipſe ſapientiſſimus, 


Apud quem “ non eſt tranſmutatio, neque 


converſionis obumbratio.” -.** Sit Deus verax, 
& omnis homo mendax.” Manet igitur. in 
adverſariis idolatriz labes, cum Chriſtus, quem 
ipfi colunt, tam longe diverſus fit ab illo 
Chriſto, quem lex divina nobis commendat. 
Nihil enim eſt in quo conveniunt præter no- 
men inane. 


At ſecundd, Apotheacin quandam finxe- 


runt adverſarii qua, Chriſtus poſt reſurrecti · 


& 


E22 Fay. a we. . 


onem ſuam in diyorum numerum relatus eſt,, 
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& divinis auctus honoribus. Eaſdem enim 
Scripturas, quæ docent eum eſſe colendum, 
docere etiam cultum illi deberi, non ſuo jure, 
ſed Dei Patris liberalitate, & munificentia ; 
nec, ut ita dicam, pro Chriſti patrimonio ha= 
bendum efle, ſed quaſi mercedem & ſtipendi- 
um, quod meruit propter perfectam obedien- 
tiam Patri præſtitam, & labores in humani 
generis ſalutem exantlatos; & quo fidem fig- 
mento ſuo concilient, omnia illa loca Novi 
Teſtamenti appellant in quibus dicitur Deum 
Chriſtum evexiſſe in ſummam ſublimitatem 
extuliſſe, dediſſe ei nomen quod eſt ſupra omne 
nomen.“ At non opus eſt lynceis oculis ut 
cernatur quam lubrico hæc nitantur funda- 
mento. Poſito enim cum Arrianis Chriſtum 
eſſe naturam creatam, nec dignum tanto 
munere præ ſe potuiſſet, nec, ſi dignum, 
ſuſtinendo parem. Nam, ut ſupra notatum 
eſt, omnis res creata, quantumvis excelſo gradu 
ponatur, præ magno tamen omnium fabri- 
catore pro ſervo habenda eſt, atque ita ** ut 
cum fecerit omnia quæ precepta ſunt ei, dicen- 
dum eſt « fervus inutilis ſum. Feci tantum 
quod facgre debui.” Quid autem in morte 

ſubeunda 
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ſubeunda fecit Chriſtus, quod non fecit candi- 
datus martyrumexercitus ? Num querelz locus 
eſſet ſperatum premium meritis ſuis non re- 
ſpondiſſe, & cum his reliquiſque viris ſanctis 
cœleſtem & æternam illam gloriam conſecutus 
fuiſſet? An poſtulabant vel ejus præclarè facta, 
vel divina munificentia, ut iiſdem honoribus 
inſigniretur, & quaſi in eodem folio ſederent 
ſervus & magiſter? Eſto. Meruit Chriſtus 
ad hunc uſque gradum aſcendere. At fruſtra, 
ni fallor, dabitur ei premium cui non datur 
fruendi poteſtas. Fruſtra munus ei demand- 
atur, qui illud nequit adminiſtrare. Poteſtne 
enim Arrianorum Chriſtus dum cœlo ævum 
agit & in terra verſari? Poteſtne eodem tem- 
poris articulo vota, preces & gratiarum actiones 
exaudire, quæ tam infinita hominum multi- 
tudo tot locis disjunctiſſimis ſimul fundunt, 
nec non corda uniuſcujuſque perſpicere? 
Aiunt vero ſcientiam hanc perfectiſſimam 
quam negavit ei natura, divina indulgentia 
ſuppeditavit. At, falva reverentia ſupremo 
numini debita, Deus ipſe efficere nequit ut 
una eademque res creata duo & diverſa loca 
ſimul occupet; ut ſit finita & infinita. Voces 
igitur ſacri codicis modò memoratæ aut de 
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humana Chriſti naturâ intelligenda ſunt, cui 
per conjunctionem cum divina, & ad dextram 
Dei collocationem tantus honos acceſſerit; 
aut, quod verius eſt, de illo novo imperio, & 
auctà dignitate, quod poſt peractum redempti- 
onis opus, Chriſtus Theanthropos acquiſiverit. 
Sicut enim Deus Pater, qui ab omni æterni- 
tate non minor erat, ut nunc eſt glorioſus, ex 
creatione demum omnium et conſervatione 
meruit ut ab omnibus coleretur ; fic Filius, 
qui nunquam non fuit ejuſdem cum Patre 
gloriæ & naturæ, ſalutem & vitam æternam, 
ſanguinis ſui pretium, hominibus largiendo, 
eo nomine cultum & adorationem noſtram 
adeptus eſt, merito audit humani generis Ser- 
vator & Redemptor. Unde fit quod ficut qua- 
tuor animalia & viginti quatuor ſeniores Deo 
Patri canunt (Apoc. iv. 11.) © Dignus es, Do- 
mine, qui accipias gloriam & honorem & vir- 
tutem, quia tu condidiſti omnia. Ita infinitus 
angelorum chorus canunt Filio Dei (Apoc. 
v. 12) ** Dignus eſt ille Agnus mactatus, qui 
accipiat honorem & gloriam & benedictionem 
in ſecula ſeculorum.“ 
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humana Chriſti natura intelligenda ſunt, eui 
per conjunctionem cum divinà, & ad dextram 
Dei collocationem tantus honos acceſſerit; 
aut, quod verius eſt, de illo novo imperis, & 
auctà dignitate, quod poſt peractum redempti- 
onis opus, Chriſtus Theanthropos adquiſiverit. 
Sicut enim Deus Pater, qui ab omni æterni- 
tate non minor erat, ut nunc eſt glorioſus, ex 
creatione demum omnium et conſervatione 
meruit ut ab omnibus coleretur; ſic Filius, 
qui nunquam non fuit ejuſdem cum Patre 
gloriæ & naturæ, ſalutem & vitam æternam, 
ſanguinis ſui pretium, hominibus largiendo, 
eo nomine cultum & adorationem noſtram 
adeptus eſt, meritd audit humani generis Ser- 
vator & Redemptor. Unde fit quod ſicut qua- 
tuor animalia & viginti quatuor ſeniores Deo 
Patri canunt (Apoc. iv. 11.) © Dignus es, Do- 
mine, qui accipias gloriam & honorem & vir- 
tutem, quia tu condidiſti omnia. Ita infinitus 
angelorum chorus canunt Filio Dei (Apoc. 
v. 12) Digaus gt ile Agnus mactatus, qui 
accipiat honorem & gloriam & benedictionem 
in ſecula ſeculorum. | 
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